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ALL    ABOUT  EDUCATION 

will  be  contained  in  our  Educational  Number,  to  be  published 
on  Saturday,  September  6.  It  will  deal  with  pharmacy 
schools  and  examinations,  and  with  the  curricula  and 
qualifications  in  medicine,  dentistry,  veterinary  surgery,  and 
science.  We  want  all  those  interested  to  send  us  prospec- 
tuses or  similar  information.  As  the  number  will  be  specially 
circulated  to  colleges  and  hospitals  it  will  give  manufac- 
turers, agents,  and  wholesalers  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  goods  required  or  used  by  colleges  and 
hospitals 


Summary 


Db.  Schenk,  the  embryologist,  is  dead  (p.  333). 

The  London  Law  Courts  is  a  factory  (p.  359). 

Mr.  Mumbray  has  something  to  say  on  flies  (p.  367). 

A  Portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Robbins  is  given  on  p.  358. 

Rinderpest  has  reappeared  in  the  Mafeking  district  (p.  332). 

Conference  photographs  are  given  on  pp.  344,  345,  and  349. 

Mr.  Jackson  gives,  on  p.  335,  some  particulars  about  wormwood . 

Some  letters  about  the  Conference  papers  are  on  pp.  365  and 
366. 

More  particulars  of  the  early  life  of  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  appear 
on  p.  358. 

The  sense  of  taste  is  of  great  use  to  pharmacists,  and  should  be 
cultivated  (p.  331). 

Mr.  James  Reid  further  explains  his  charge  against  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  (p.  366). 

What  a  pharmacist  saw  in  a  pilgrimage  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
to  the  Riviera  is  told  on  p.  362. 

A  Shop-assistant  cannot  claim  compensation  under  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  (p.  359). 

Some  particulars  of  the  French  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science  appear  on  p.  332. 

A  Toulouse  Pharmacist  who  broke  an  agreement  to  close  on 
Sunday  has  been  fined  20/.  (p.  331). 

Glairin  is  a  constituent  in  natural  mineral  water  which  has 
hitherto  escaped  detection  (p.  343). 

A  Practical  Article  on  skin-diseases  in  dogs,  with  formula 
for  a  bath-fluid,  is  given  on  p.  363. 

An  engraving  of  the  new  buildings  to  be  erected  in  Dundee  for 
the  medical  school  is  given  on  p.  330. 

The  new  Licensing  Act  gives  justices  "  free  and  unqualified  dis- 
cretion ".  in  granting  new  licences  (p.  342). 

An  abstract  of  the  annual  report  on  Anglo-French  trade  so  far 
as  it  concerns  the  drug-trade  is  given  on  p.  341. 

The  Finsbury  Borough  Council  expect  to  get  a  sugarless 
article  when  they  ask  for  condensed  milk  (p.  359). 

The  tradesmen  of  St.  Helens  are  trying  to  check  the  co-opera- 
tive trading  which  is  rampant  in  their  town  (p.  342). 

At  the  cinchona-auctions  on  Tuesday  prices  declined  10  per 
cent.,  the  average  unit  being  lrtil.,  against  l\d.  at  last  sale  (p.  3/9'. 

A  Sketch  of  Danval,  the  ex-convict  pharmacist,  appears  on 
p.  331,  together  with  more  particulars  of  his  reception  in  Paris. 

That  Mr.  Kipling  has  only  a  superficial  and  inaccurate  know- 
ledge of  pharmacy  is  shown  by  a  story  he  contributes  to  a  monthly 
magazine  (p.  337). 

The  remaining  Conference  papers,  by  Messrs.  Dudderidge  and 
Hill,  Jowett  and  Potter,  and  Cowley  and  Catford,  are  printed  on 
pp.  346  to  349. 

A  List  of  the  visitors  to  the  Dundee  Conference  is  given  on 
p.  350,  but  the  portrait  of  Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  in  kilts  is  one  of  Fred 
Reynolds's  fancies. 

"  Xrayser  "  takes  Professor  Marshall  to  task  for  his  educational 
paper  at  the  Conference,  and  otherwise  comments  on  last  week's 
proceedings  (p.  339). 

Twenty-three  poisoning-cases  are  reported  this  week.  In  one, 
case  a  child  was  dosed  with  caustic-soda  solution  in  mistake  for 
lime-water  (pp.  328  and  329). 

The  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
Zanzibar  mentions  the  experiments  made  with  cultivating  vanilla 
kola,  chillies,  and  cloves  (p.  384). 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciations was  held  last  week.  We  report  the  proceedings  (pp.  351 
to  357)  and  review  the  work  of  the  Federation  from  its  foundation 
(p.  340). 

Mr.  Kramer,  who  was  charged  at  the  Mansion  House  with 
harbouring  saccharin  on  which  the  duty  had  not  been  paid,  has 
been  dismissed.  The  case  is  to  be  taken  to  the  High  Court 
(p.  359). 

Business  is  fairly  good  for  the  time  of  the  year.  There  has 
been  a  slump  in  quinine  in  second  hands,  but  the  market  subse- 
quently recovered  somewhat.  Senega  is  higher  again.  German 
refined  camphor  is  lower,  but  English  refined  is  unchanged.  Ipeca- 
cuanha recedes  slowly.  The  auction  of  first-hand  drugs  is  reported 
on  p.  370. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Several  thousand  fish  have  been  poisoned  in  the  river 
Wharf e,  Yorkshire,  and  sheep-dip  is  suspected.  A  farmer 
has  been  accused,  but  the  case  against  him  was  dismissed. 

The  eighth  expedition  in  connection  with  the  Liverpool 
School  of  Tropical  Medicine  will  leave  on  August  23  for  the 
Gambia  and  Trench  Senegal  to  study  tropical  diseases  at 
these  places. 

The  anointing-oil  used  at  the  Coronation,  according  to  the 
Gentlewoman,  was  "  composed  of  innumerable  ingredients, 
was  contained  in  a  tiny  phial,  made  up  at  an  Oxford  Street 
chemist's,  and  cost  just  seven  guineas." 

The  business  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Lloyd,  chemists,  Alder- 
shot,  is  commented  on  in  the  Alderslwt  News  Coronation 
number,  along  with  other  old-established  businesses.  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Lloyd  are  given  the  place  of  honour  in  the  article 
referred  to. 

For  affixing  to  postcards  three  stamps  which  had  been 
previously  used  a  fish-merchant  named  Egts  was  fined 
10?.  10s.  on  each  of  the  three  charges  by  the  Grimsby  Magis- 
trates on  August  18.  The  alternative  was  three  months' 
imprisonment. 

A  lady  living  in  South  Lambeth  had  an  American  lodger, 
who  decamped  without  paying  his  bill,  leaving  a  lot  of 
chemicals  behind.  She  asked  Mr.  Sheil,  the  Marlborough 
Street  Magistrate,  what  she  could  do  with  them,  but  he 
declined  to  give  advice. 

The  Isle  of  Thanet  Board  of  Guardians  on  August  14 
decided  that  in  future  all  drugs,  medicines,  and  medical  and 
surgical  appliances  needed  by  the  workhouse  and  district 
medical  officers  should  be  supplied  by  the  Board,  and  that 
local  chemists  are  to  be  invited  to  tender  for  the  supply  of 
these  things. 

The  "West  Indian  Catastrophe. 

The  Koyal  Society  has  issued  a  preliminary  report  on  the 
recent  eruption  of  the  Soufriere,  in  St.  Vincent,  and  of  a 
visit  to  Mount  Pelee,  in  Martinique,  by  Dr.  Tempest  Anderson 
and  Dr.  John  S.  Flett,  who  were  commissioned  to  proceed  to 
the  West  Indies  and  investigate  the  recent  volcanic  outbreak 
on  the  spot. 

L.C.C.  Appointment. 

The  metropolitan  Coroners  holding  their  appointments 
under  the  London  County  Council  have  been  informed  that 
Dr.  Frederick  Freyberger,  of  41  Regent's  Park  Road,  N.W., 
has  been  appointed  toxicologist  to  the  Council.  In  future, 
should  it  become  necessary  in  the  course  of  an  inquest  for 
an  analysis  of  the  viscera  to  be  made,  the  sealed  articles  are 
to  be  forwarded  to  Dr.  Freyberger.  Hitherto  the  London 
Coroners  have  had  a  free  hand  in  this  respect,  usually  sending 
to  Dr.  Stephenson,  of  the  Home  Office,  to  Dr.  Womack,  of 
St.  Bartholomew's,  or  Dr.  Pepper,  of  St.  Mary's  Hospitals. 

The  Liverpool  List. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper  Duke  Street, 
Liverpool,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation, informs  us  that  a  new  edition  of  the  "  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Price-list "  is  in  preparation.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Committee  of  Revision  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
suggestions  for  increasing  the  utility  of  the  list. 

Caustie-soda  for  Lime-water. 

On  August  18,  the  Bradford  Coroner  held  an  inquest  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  Ellen  Bromberg,  aged  4|  years, 
which  occurred  from  poisoning  by  drinking  washing-liquor, 
bought  at  a  grocer's  shop.  The  evidence  showed  that  on 
August  10,  the  child  was  very  sick,  and  a  boy  named 
Sam.  Bromberg  was  sent  to  the  chemist's  for  some  lime- 
water.  On  his  return  he  said  that  the  chemist  was  closed, 
and  he  had  got  the  lime-water  at  the  grocer's.  After  several 
doses  of  the  supposed  lime-water  had  been  given  to  the 


child,  the  mother  noticed  that  it  made  the  little  one  gasp, 
and,  tasting  it  herself,  found  that  it  burned  her  tongue.  On 
inquiry,  it  was  found  that  the  boy  Bromberg  had  been  served 
with  a  caustic-soda  washing-liquid  at  the  grocer's  shop  by  a 
boy  16  years  of  age,  and  that  this  irritant  poison  had  killed 
the  child,  which  was  in  the  early  stages  of  scarlet  fever. 
Thos.  Greenwood,  the  boy  who  served  the  liquid,  deposed 
that  when  Sam.  Bromberg  asked  for  the  lime-water,  he  said, 
"  We  have  no  lime-water,  but  we  have  washing-liquor." 
Bromberg  then  said  that  he  would  take  a  pennyworth  of 
that,  and  if  it  was  not  right  he  would  bring  it  back.  He 
suggested  washing-liquid  because  he  had  seen  his  uncle 
make  it  by  pouring  boiling  water  on  to  some  lime  and  then 
adding  soda.  Sam.  Bromberg,  upon  being  asked  by  the 
Coroner  why  he  did  not  tell  the  child's  mother  that  he  had 
brought  washing-liquor,  said  that  in  his  hurry  to  get  away 
to  see  a  fire  he  forgot  to  do  so.  A  verdict  of  death  from 
misadventure  was  returned,  and  the  Press  was  requested  to 
call  attentijn  to  the  poisonous  nature  of  washing-liquids,  and 
urge  the  necessity  for  care. 

Army  Dispensers. 

At  the  Southwark  Coroner's  Court  on  August  19,  Mr.  F. 
Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  James 
Stuart  (62),  formerly  employed  at  the  Soldiers'  Military 
Hospital  in  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road,  S.E.  Virginia  Pearson, 
who  had  known  deceased  for  the  past  three  years,  said  he 
was  the  dispenser  at  the  Guards'  Hospital  in  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road.  He  was  an  old  soldier  with  a  pension,  and 
when  the  late  war  broke  out  he  was  called  up  for  service, 
but,  being  too  old  for  the  fighting,  he  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  dispensary  at  the  Soldiers'  Hospital.  The  Coroner :  But 
where  did  he  get  his  knowledge  of  medicines  from,  to  be 
able  to  dispense  them  1  Witness :  I  cannot  say.  The 
Coroner  :  Do  you  know  if  he  had  ever  had  any  previous  ex- 
perience ?  Witness :  I  cannot  say.  The  Coroner :  Had  he 
ever  spoken  of  being  a  qualified  man  ?  Witness  :  I  never 
heard  him  say  he  was.  I  know  he  had  the  keys,  and  also 
the  key  of  the  poisons-cupboard.  He  always  carried  morphia 
or  some  other  poison  about  with  him  to  be  ready  as  a  means 
of  ending  his  life,  if  troubles  got  beyond  him.  Further 
evidence  showed  that  deceased  was  found  ill  in  a  Borough 
hotel,  and  Dr.  French,  who  was  called  in,  ordered  removal 
to  Guy's  Hospital,  where  Stuart  died  the  same  evening  from 
opium -poisoning.  A  laudanum-bottle  with  an  arrow  on  it, 
(indicating  that  it  came  from  a  Government  department)  was 
found  on  the  body.  Inquiries  at  the  Soldiers'  Hospital 
showed  that  deceased  was  evidently  the  dispenser  there,  but 
lived  out.  The  hospital  officials  said  he  had  not  done  his 
work  very  satisfactorily  of  late,  and  had  given  way  to  drink. 
A  Juryman  :  It  seems  a  dangerous  practice  to  place  old 
soldiers  in  charge  of  medicines  and  poisons.  Old  men  of  60 
are  not  the  class  of  men  required  to  mix  up  medicines.  The 
Coroner :  We  have  no  direct  proof  that  the  deceased  was 
not  experienced,  but,  personally,  I  should  consider  that  with 
the  large  number  of  properly  educated  men  at  command, 
Army  hospitals  should  have  qualified  dispensers.  The  usual 
verdict  was  returned. 

Fire. 

A  destructive  fire  broke  out  in  the  glass-bottle  works  of 
Messrs.  Cannington,  Shaw  &  Co.,  St.  Helens,  on  the  night  of 
August  12.  The  damage,  which  is  covered  by  insurance,  is 
estimated  at  between  3.000Z.  and  4.000Z. 

Midland  Notes. 

In  the  list  of  Messrs.  Gilbey's  local  agents  in  Birmingham 
are  the  names  of  four  pharmacists. 

Smallpox  is  on  the  wane  ;  no  fresh  cases  have  occurred 
during  the  past  fortnight. 

The  Chemistry  examination  of  the  Conjoint  Board  shows 
up  well  for  Birmingham  University,  seven  candidates  having 
passed  out  of  eight  sent  up. 

Was  pharmacy  represented  at  the  Coronation  1  and  Who 
supplied  the  oil  ?  are  questions  being  asked  by  the  brother- 
hood.   (See  previous  column.) 

The  reputation  of  Smethwick  as  a  healthy  suburb  will  be 
enhanced  by  the  fact  (as  reported  by  the  Registrar-General) 
that  only  one  death  was  recorded  last  week  in  a  population 
of  56,000  inhabitants. 
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On  August  20  the  unveiling  of  the  portrait  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Timmins  Chance  took  place  in  the  Smcthwick  Town 
Hall.  The  ceremony  will  be  performed  by  Sir  William 
Chance,  the  deceased  baronet's  eldest  son. 

Pharmacists  desirous  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
life-history  of  official  ferments  and  allied  subjects  should 
take  out  the  course  under  Professor  Adrian  Brown  at  Bir- 
mingham University,  beginning  on  October  1. 

At  Stirchley  the  sign  over  an  ironmonger's  shop  reads, 
"  L  ,  chemist  by  examination."  Has  "  L  "  found  iron- 
mongery more  profitable  than  pharmacy,  and  business  so 
brisk  that  he  has  not  had  time  to  change  the  sign? 

The  great  difficulty  of  securing  lads  as  errand-boys  in 
chemists'  shops  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  for  we  note  from 
the  Coventry  papers  that  youths  of  15,  working  as  polishers 
in  the  cycle-trade,  generally  earn  3Cb.  a  week.  Five  of  them 
were  fined  for  playing  pitch-and-toss  the  other  day,  one 
having  lost  3*.  6d.  in  an  hour's  play. 

The  suggestion  to  use  "  gentle  heat  "  in  the  preparation  of 
camphorated  oil  (see  Conference  Papers)  recalls  a  story  from 
Worcester.  In  the  days  when  the  "gentle  heat'  process 
was  recommended  for  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  one 
pharmacist  periodically  prepared  a  gallon  by  putting  spirit, 
alkaloidal  salt,  and  ammonia  all  together  in  a  large  saucepan, 
and  heating  to  the  boiling-point  over  a  bright  fire.  A  new 
assistant,  when  he  first  saw  this  performance,  suggested  that 
it  was  wasteful,  but  he  was  told,  more  forcibly  than  politely, 
that  he  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking  about.  A  hasty 
retort  from  the  assistant  induced  a  severance  of  business 
connections  forthwith.  The  phrase  "gentle  heat"  appears 
almost  as  dangerous  an  expression  as  "  gradually." 

Cricket. 

Taylors'  Drug  Company  (Limited)  v.  Raimes  &  Co.  (York). 
—Played  at  St.  Ann's  Hill,  Leeds,  on  August  16.  The  match 
resulted  as  follows  :  Taylors',  52 ;  Raimes',  26.  Moody  (for 
the  victors)  took  5  wickets  for  13  runs,  and  Crosthwaite 
took  4  wickets  for  12  runs. 

Doings  at  Plymouth. 

_  The  members  of  the  Three  Towns  Junior  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation held  their  annual  outing  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
August  13,  journeying  by  waggonette  to  Shangh  Bridge  and 
the  Dewerstone.  After  climbing  the  well-known  height 
and  viewing  the  famous  Carrington  Stone,  the  party 
adjourned  to  Shaugh,  where  Mr.  Edgar  Lovatt  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary) had  arranged  a  capital  tea.  Sports,  &c,  were  afterwards 
indulged  in.  The  attendance  was  small.  A  most  enjoyable 
afternoon  was  spent. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Plymouth,  Dcvonport,  Stone- 
house,  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
will  address  a  meeting  of  registered  chemists  of  the  Three 
Towns  and  district  at  the  Association's  Rooms,  7  Whimple 
Street,  Plymouth,  on  Wednesday,  August  27,  at  3  o'clock. 
The  address  will  be  on  the  P.A.T.A.,  Chemists'  Defence 
Association,  and  the  Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund.  The  registered 
chemists  of  the  Three  Towns  and  district  are  invited  to  meet 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  at  8.30  p.m.  at  Matthews's  Restaurant, 
Bedford  Street,  Plymouth.  Supper  will  be  served  at  9  p.m., 
after  which  there  will  be  a  friendly  discussion  on  matters 
affecting  pharmacy. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  cases  are  to  hand  this  week, 
no  fewer  than  twenty-three  being  recorded,  sixnteen  of 
these  being  scheduled  poisons.  Carbolic  acid  again  heads 
the  list,  being  responsible  for  five  deaths.  Two  of  these 
cases  are  interesting.  A  brakesman  at  Carnarvon  purchased 
3d.  worth  from  Mr.  Parry,  chemist,  and  drank  it  off  shortly 
after.  Mr.  Parry,  in  his  evidence,  said  that  deceased  had 
asked  for  common  carbolic  acid,  and  this  being  in  Schedule  2 
it  was  not  the  practice  to  question  the  buyer  as  to  the 
purpose  he  required  it  for,  or  to  obtain  his  signature.  It 
was  otherwise  with  pure  carbolic  acid,  which  was  on 
Schedule  1.  The  other  case  was  that  of  an  electrician,  in 
Southport,  who  poisoned  himself  with  carbolic  acid  obtained 
from  an  unknown  source.  Among  the  witnesses  was 
Ambrose  Richards,  assistant    to   George  Ball,  chemist. 


of  that  town,  who  deposed  to  having  seen  the  de- 
ceased shortly  before  his  death.  The  question  arose  at 
the  inquest  as  to  what  schedule  carbolic  acid  occupied,  both 
Coroner  and  doctor  having  very  hazy  ideas  on  the  law  as  to 
its  sale.  The  chemist-witness  was  therefore  recalled,  and 
said  he  thought  it  was  on  the  second  schedule,  and  must  "be 
purchased  from  a  qualified  principal  or  assistant.  It  was 
not  necessary. to  ask  what  it  was  wanted  for,  though  this 
was  generally  done.  The  foreman  of  the  jury  thought  the 
Order  in  Council  excluded  carbolic  acid  in  its  prepared  form, 
and  included  carbolic  crystals. — Laudanum  has  killed  four 
persons,  one  being  a  tailor  in  Brixton  Road,  who  purchased 
2d.  worth  from  Mr.  J.  V.  Llewhelin,  chemist,  98  Wal- 
worth Road. — Two  cases  of  arsenical  poisoning  are  reported  ; 
in  one  a  young  woman  at  Connah's  Quay  purchased  3d. 
worth  from  Mr.  H.  M.  Lloyd,  chemist,  who  produced  his 
poison-book  in  evidence,  showing  it  was  wanted  for 
curing  a  skin.  In  the  other  a  constable  at  Abing- 
don drank  some  home-made  beer  from  a  jar  which 
had  formerly  been  used  as  a  receptacle  for  a  weed- 
killer, and  in  which  a  crust  had  formed  which  scald- 
ing would  not  remove.  Analysis  showed  arsenic  in  the 
sediment. — Oxalic  acid  was  the  cause  of  two  deaths,  at  West 
Kirby  and  Birmingham  respectively. — At  Battersea  a  builder 
got  up  during  the  night  to  have  a  drink,  swallowed  some 
spirit  of  salt  from  a  beer-bottle  by  mistake,  and  died. — 
The  landlord  of  the  AVhite  Hart  Inn,  Ashby,  while  of  unsound 
mind,  drank  some  "liquid  blister,"  and  made  an  end  of  him- 
self.— At  Basingstoke  the  wife  of  a  fishmonger  was  in  the 
habit  of  taking  chlorodyne,  and  took  an  overdose.  Two 
chemists'  assistants  deposed  to  having  supplied  her  with  the 
medicine,  one  of  them  having  sold  her  a  Qd.  bottle  a  few 
days  previously  on  the  representation  that  it  was  for  a  horse. 
— A  retired  law-writer  at  Holloway,  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  injections  of  morphia,  died  suddenly  in  his  rooms  on 
August  18.  Death  was  ascribed  to  heart  failure,  accele- 
rated by  morphia. — Of  unscheduled  poisons,  cocaine  is 
responsible  for  one,  verdigris  for  another,  while  coal-gas  and 
berries  (of  an  unknown  species)  have  each  killed  one  person. 
A  case  of  poisoning  by  "washing-liquor"  in  place  of  lime- 
water  is  referred  to  elsewhere. — A  lady  at  Denton  died  from 
taking  salts  of  lemon  in  mistake  for  a  headache-powder, 
which  was  kept  in  the  same  place  in  a  cupboard. 


3risb  IRewa. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Dispensary  Drugs. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Claremorris  Board  of  Guardians 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  request- 
ing that  the  analyst's  report  on  drugs,  forwarded  from  the 
Ballyhaunis  dispensary  district,  be  sent  to  the  contractor  for 
any  observations  he  might  have  to  offer  relative  to  some  of 
the  drugs  unfavourably  reported  on  by  the  analyst.  They 
directed  that  the  inferior  drugs  in  the  dispensary  be  at  once 
returned,  and  a  supply  of  the  standard  quality  obtained. 
The  Local  Government  Board  also  pointed  out  that  the 
drugs  sent  for  analysis  from  Ballindine  were  put  up  in  wet 
bottles,  and  that  the  samples  were  insufficient  in  quantity. 
The  Chairman :  "  If  we  keep  those  drugs  in  the  dispensary 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  not  allow  us  recoupment." 
Dr.  Maguire  stated  that  whenever  drugs  of  an  inferior 
quality  were  received  they  were  immediately  returned.  The 
Clerk  was  directed  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Local  Government 
Board's  letter  to  Dr.  Crean,  Ballyhaunis. 


A  "Violet  Window-display  is  described  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
■  Era.   A  spacious  double  window  was  bedecked  from  top  to  bottom 

with  wild  violets.    On  the  delicate  stems  connecting  each  cluster 

was  suspended  a  tiny  lavender-coloured  box  having  an  aluminium 
;  top,  on  which  were  the  words,  "  Floral  Leaves,  Breath-perluine, 
;  Compressed  Violets."    Here  and  there  an  electric  light  was  dimly 

visible  through  the  intertwining  leaves  and  flowers,  casting  a 
!  pleasant,  restful  shade.  The  entire  window  plesented  the  app'ear- 
!  ance  of  a  field  of  violets  perpendicularly  erected.    "It  fetched  the 

crowd." 


330 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  23,  1902 


Scotcb  Wem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Opium  in  Seasickness. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Scotsman  recommends  the  smoking 
of  opium  for  seasickness,  which,  he  says,  is  a  disease  of  the 
nervous  system.  A  single  pipe  of  2  gr.,  he  states,  will,  if 
taken  in  time,  last  for  a  voyage.  He  claims  that  opium- 
smoking  is  as  harmless  as  tobacco,  all  the  statements  to  the 
contrary  being  fallacious.  A  2-gr.  pipe  of  opium  will  cure  a 
cold  in  the  head  in  about  ten  minutes. 

The  Chemist  Wins. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  August  13,  Lord 
Low  issued  judgment  in  the  action  by  William  J.  Campbell, 
chemist,  Invetgowrie,  near  Dundee,  against  James  Bogie 
Keekie,  Kirkcaldy,  and  others,  the  trustees  of  the  late  James 
Campbell,  of  Kirkcaldy,  for  payment  of  100/.  The  action  arose 
from  a  dispute  about  money  lent  by  the  pursuer  to  the  late 
James  Campbell ;  and  his  Lordship  gave  decree  for  the  amount 
sued  for,  and  allowed  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Mr.  Dundas  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Helens- 
burgh, is  opening  a  business  at  249  High  Street,  Glasgow. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  the  attendance  of  Glasgow 
chemists  at  the  Dundee  Conference  was  disappointingly 
small. 

The  Trade  Association  hope  to  entice  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
down  shortly,  for  a  conference  on  the  relations  of  the  new 
undertaking  to  the  P.A.T.A. 

Assistants  are  not  to  be  had  for  love  or  money.  A  medical 
advertiser  has  been  appealing  in  vain  for  weeks  past  for  "  a 
lady  or  gentleman  dispenser."  This  new-born  courtesy  is 
another  sign  of  the  times. 

A  local  chemist,  who  had  his  initiatory  Conference  ex- 
periences at  Dundee,  is  so  delighted  with  both  the  scientific 
and  social  amenities  of  the  function  that  he  vows  never  to 
miss  another  Conference  as  long  as  he  lives. 

Mr.  C.  T.  Cockburn,  managing  director  of  Cockburn  &  Co. 
(Limited),  writes  to  a  local  morning  newspaper  suggesting 
a  means  of  minimising  the  number  and  severity  of  tram-car 
accidents  to  children,  which  have  been  lamentably  frequent 
of  late. 

According  to  a  journalistic  man-about-town  the  meanest 
woman  in  Glasgow  is  the  keeper  of  an  eating-house,  who,  on 
the  pretence  of  a  cold  in  the  chest,  got  mustard  to  make  a 
poultice  from  a  free  dispensary,  but  perverted  it  into  a  con- 
diment for  her  customers. 

The  weekly  journal  which  discovered  the  ether-drinking 
mare's-nest,  now  announces  that  in  Scotland  "  chemists' 
shops  which  are  bound  (sic)  to  be  open  during  certain  hours 
on  Sunday  are  used  largely  for  shebeening-purposes  in  some 
districts."  This  accusation  is  based  on  an  unauthenticated 
statement  that  "  two  men  in  a  helpless  state  of  intoxication 
were  observed  coming  from  such  a  shop  one  Sunday  after- 
noon," and  that  on  being  searched  at  the  police-station,  a 
small  bottle  of  methylated  spirit  was  found  in  the  pocket  of 
one  of  them. 

The  Chief  Constable  has  submitted  a  report  to  the  Magis- 
trates Committee  of  the  Police  Department  to  the  effect  that 
having  had  inquiry  made  amongst  a  large  number  of  whole- 
sale and  retail  chemists  and  others  as  to  the  practice  of  ether- 
drinking  in  the  city,  he  is  satisfied  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  ether  is  purchased  from  a  limited  number  of 
chemists  for  drinking  in  certain  low-class  localities  ;  that 
the  sales  are  principally  on  Sundays ;  but  that  the  ether- 
drinkers  do  not  appear  to  be  numerically  a  large  class.  The 
committee  agreed  to  recommend  that  it  be  remitted  to  the 
Parliamentary  Bills  Committee  to  take  all  necessary  steps 
for  having  ether  included  in  the  scheduled  poisons  by  an 
Order  in  Council. 


The  learned  but  anonymous  local  medico  who  lately  en- 
lightened the  public  as  to  up-to-date  mechanical  contrivances 
for  dissembling  alcohol-tippling  coram  publico,  now  takes 
the  world  into  his  confidence  on  the  subject  of  rare  and 
terrible  poisons.  According  to  this  authority,  an  Italian 
knows  of  a  molluscous  ptomaine  that  can  produce  death 
within  a  day,  week,  or  month  as  desired.  ''Mercuric 
methide  "  when  inhaled  causes  idiotcy.  Mercaptan  "in  a 
certain  dose "  induces  profound  melancholy  leading  to 
suicidal  mania.  "  Mandragora  "  compasses  catalepsy,  and 
there  are  cases  on  record  of  persons  drugged  with  it  who 
have  been  buried  for  two  days  and  then  disinterred  and 
revived.  Amylene  induces  artificial  somnambulism  ;  and,  by 
a  certain  process,  happily  a  trade-secret,  a  poison  can  be 
prepared  from  the  long  narrow  leaves  of  the  daffodil,  of  so 
lethal  a  nature  that  if  the  process  were  disclosed  it  would 
be  necessary  to  banish  the  flower  from  civilisation !  Budding 
toxicologists,  please  note. 

Dundee  Medical  School. 

There  is  at  last  a  prospect  of  an  early  start  being  made 
with  the  erection  of  the  new  medical  buildings  in  Dundee. 
Although  such  a  school  has  been  the  aim  for  many  years  of 
those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  University 
College,  the  litigation  with  St.  Andrews  has  for  long  pre- 
vented any  movement  in  this  direction.    The  new  buildings 


will  belong  to  the  University,  but  they  are  to  be  erected  in 
the  College  grounds,  and  the  Governors  have  granted  at  a 
nominal  feu-duty  a  site  worth  about  3,000/.  This  site  lies 
to  the  north  of  the  Technical  Institute,  and  at  the  back  of 
the  present  buildings  fronting  Perth  Road.  The  designs 
show  a  handsome  and  substantial  four-storey  block  of  mixed 
Scottish  and  Flemish  architecture.  A  feature  of  the  design 
is  the  corridors  running  east  and  west,  which  divide  each 
floor  into  two  parts.  The  ground  floor  is  devoted  to  the 
physiology  department ;  the  first  floor  to  materia  medica  and 
public  health.  Pathology  and  gynecology  are  to  be  accommo- 
dated on  the  second  floor,  where  will  also  be  the  museum, 
class-rooms,  laboratories,  &e.,  necessary  for  these  depart- 
ments. The  third  floor  will  contain  the  anatomy  department, 
while  on  the  top  of  the  building  is  to  be  an  observatory,  in 
which  astronomical  work  will  be  done.  The  building  is  to 
be  lighted,  heated,  and  ventilated  by  the  most  modern  and 
approved  methods.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  is  to  be 
about  14,000/.,  while  the  fiiting-up  will  involve  a  further 
outlay  of  about  6,000/.  Of  this  money,  14,000/.  has  been 
provided  out  of  University  grants,  and  5,000/.  has  been  gifted 
by  Sir  William  Ogilvy  Dalgleish,  Bart.,  leaving  1,000/.  still 
to  be  raised. 


A  new  edition  of  "  Practical  Methods  of  Urine-analysis  "  has 
been  issued  from  the  Press  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in 
London.  The  first  edition  of  the  book  was  published  in  1899,  and 
has  been  entirely  sold  out.  .  .  .  Thirty  pages  have  been  added  to 
the  work,  and  it  includes  a  short  formulary  of  reagents  and  pro- 
cesses, as  well  as  much  new  matter.  The  index  is  three  times  the 
size  of  that  in  the  first  edition,  which  fact  indicates  fairly  well  the 
extent  of  revision.— American  Druggist. 
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tfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent) 


The  Birthplace  of  Pasteur. — On  the  occasion  of  the 
inauguration  of  the  Pasteur  Institute  at  Dole  last  week,  it 
was  suggested  that  a  public  subscription  should  be  opened 
with  a  view  to  purchasing  the  house  in  which  Pasteur  was 
born,  and  presenting  it  to  his  native  town.  The  matter  has 
since  been  taken  up  at  the  annual  Congress  of  the  French 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Sciences,  now  being  held 
at  Montauban,  and  will  probably  be  carried  through. 

The  International  Pharmacopoeia.  —  The  French 
Government  has  designated  MM.  Bourquelot,  Pouchet,  and 
Yvon,  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  M.  Guignard, 
Director  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  as  representatives 
of  this  country  at  the  coming  International  Conference,  in 
connection  with  the  Universal  Pharmacopoeia,  that  has  been 
organised  at  the  instance  of  the  Belgian  Government.  I 
notice  that  Dr.  MacAlister,  the  Chairman  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  is  to 
represent  Great  Britain. 

Holiday  Lectures.— The  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine  has 
arranged  a  series  of  lectures  on  therapeutics  as  a  holiday 
course  during  the  second  fortnight  of  September.  There  will 
be  fourteen  lectures  in  all,  one  being  given  each  afternoon  at 
4  p.m.  The  subjects  to  be  treated  are  the  art  of  prescribing, 
the  principal  medicinal  agents,  and  new  medicaments. 
M.  A.  Chassevant,  Assistant  Professor  of  the  Faculty,  will 
lecture  three  times  a  week,  and  M.  P.  Carnot,  Director  of  the 
Therapeutic  Laboratory,  also  three  times.  On  Tuesday, 
September  30,  Professor  Gilbert  will  treat  of  the  "  Art  of 
Prescribing."    The  subscription  for  the  course  is  50f.  (2/.). 

Hygeia's  Palace. — Rapid  progress  is  being  made  with  the 
new  building  in  the  rue  Bonaparte,  destined  to  receive  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  (a  body  which  includes  a  pharma- 
ceutical section,  where  some  of  the  most  eminent  of  French 
pharmacists  may  usually  be  found).  In  the  great  hall  is  to 
be  hung  a  painting  by  Muller :  "Pinel  freeing  the  insane 
from  their  bonds  at  the  Bicetre  Asylum."  Another  work  by 
the  same  artist,  "  Larrey  tending  the  wounded  on  the  battle- 
field of  Iena,"  is  to  be  placed  in  the  reading-room.  The  main 
entrance  is  closed  by  an  artistic  iron  gate,  in  which  the 
central  place  is  occupied  by  the  Society's  monogram,  A.M., 
surrounded  by  laurel-branches  and  serpents,  emblems  of  the 
triumph  of  healing.  Handsome  statues  of  Desgenettes  and 
Larrey  are  to  be  placed  in  the  vestibule ;  elsewhere  will  be 
busts  of  Pinel,  Haller,  Corvisart,  Vulpian,  Dupuytren,  and 
Orfila. 

Tasting  Drugs.— The  conversation  of  the  two  Mincing 
Lane  men  on  a  desert  isle,  in  one  of  the  "  Bab  Ballads  "  (I 
quote  from  memory) — "  I  earn  my  living  tasting  teas  for 
Baker  Scroop,"  he  said.  "  Then  come  with  me  and  taste 
indigo  instead !  " — is  irresistibly  suggested  by  M.  P.  Carles's 
remarks  on  the  necessity  of  pharmacists  cultivating  the  art 
of  tasting,  recently  published  in  a  French  journal.  Analysing 
drugs,  &c,  is  excellent,  but  is  it  always  practical '?  Has  the 
busy  pharmacist  the  time  ?  Is  the  game  worth  the  candle 
(in  a  financial  sense)  in  many  cases  ?  Let  the  pharmacist 
train  and, use  his  palate,  says  M.  Carles,  and  he  will  not 
accept  carbonate  of  soda  for  carbonate  of  ammonia,  sulphate 
of  soda  for  sulphate  of  magnesia,  bromide  of  potassium  for 
iodide,  or  spirit  of  ether  for  ether.  M.  Carles  pleads  his 
cause  warmly  and  with  conviction.  Certainly  one  of  the 
faults  of  civilised  life  is  that  we  neglect  to  train  many  of 
our  most  useful  faculties,  and  though  he  may,  like  many 
apostles,  exaggerate  the  importance  of  his  gospel,  the  hint 
seems  worthy  of  consideration. 

Sunday  Closing.— Those  of  us  who  can  recollect  the 
days  when  early  closing  and  the  weekly  half-holiday  were  in 
their  infancy  can  remember  the  weary  canvass,  the  reluctant 
promise,  the  triumphantly  borne  list  of  signatures,  the 
gradual  lapse  to  the  old  state  of  things.  In  those  days  we 
never  thought  of  legal  proceedings ;  but  nowadays  French 
syndicates  move  with  the  times.  The  syndicated  pharma- 
cists at  Toulouse  had  signed  an  agreement  for  Sunday  closing  ; 
among  others,  a  M.  Dorbes  put  his  name  on  the  list.  But  he 
seems  to  have  considered  his  signature  of  the  paper  a  mere 


formality,  and  not  only  continued  to  open  on  Sundays,  but 
advertised  the  fact  in  the  papers.  The  Syndicate  prosecuted, 
and  the  Court  assessed  damages  at  201.,  and  ordered  Dorbes 
to  pay  this  sum  to  the  President  of  the  Syndicate  as  damages. 
There  is  a  general  feeling  that  a  penalty  should  be  specified 
when  an  agreement  of  this  kind  is  entered  into.  In  this 
connection  an  interesting  case  may  be  noted  at  Bourgoin 
(Isere).  Here  all  the  doctors  entered  into  an  engagement 
regarding  fees,  and  one  of  them  who  had  not  kept  faith  with 
his  colleagues  was  obliged  to  pay  them  damages.  . 

The  Doctor,  the  Midwife  and  the  Pharmacist. — 
The  Pharmacists'  Syndicate  of  the  Bouches-du-Rhone  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted  a  Dr.  Marion,  of  Font  Vieille,  and  a 
midwife  of  the  same  village  for  selling  medicaments  to  their 
patients.  The  case  was  tried  at  Tarascon  (home  of  the 
Bezuquet  and  Pascalon  the  immortal  pharmacists  depicted 
by  Daudet).  The  Tarascon  Court,  however,  refused  to 
convict  M.  Chaunet,  of  Avignon,  the  pharmacist,  who  supplied 
the  articles,  who  was  also  cited  as  a  defendant,  and  the  case 
was  carried  up  to  a  higher  Court.  The  Aix  Tribunal  has  just 
confirmed  the  previous  judgment.  It  was  not;  the  Court 
held,  for  M.  Chauvet,  head  of  a  large  and  widespread 
business,  to  inquire  into  the  destination  of  all  the  medica- 
ments he  supplied — in  fact,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  conduct  his  business  were  such  inquiry  necessary.  The 
fact  that  Mme.  Quenin  was  a  midwife  might  very  naturally 
lead  him  to  suppose  that  she  used  the  drugs  for  her  own 
profession.  There  was  no  proof  of  complicity  of  any  kind 
between  the  pharmacist  and  the  midwife,  and  the  pharmacist 
was  consequently  held  to  be  in  nowise  responsible. 

Danval. — The  ex-convict  pharmacist  has  been  the  object 
of  a  good  deal  of  attention  since  his  return  to  Paris  last 
week,  principally  on  the  part  of  the  pharmacy  students. 
With  the  spontaneous  generosity  and  good  fellowship  that 
is  one  of  the  pleasantest  attributes  of  young  Frenchmen,  the 
students  have  taken  Danval  in  hand 
and  are  treating  him  like  a  hero.  The 
house  pharmacists  of  the  various 
Paris  hospitals  are  particularly  to  the 
front  in  the  matter,  and  are  taking  it 
in  turns  to  entertain  him  to  lunch  at 
several  of  the  hospitals.  At  the 
Lariboisiere  Hospital  a  party  of  forty 
sat  down  to  lunch  last  Saturday,  and 
those  present  vied  with  each  other 
in  their  endeavours  to  make  the  ex- 
convict  feel  at  home  and  welcome. 
The  Pharmacy  Students'  Association 
also  gave  a  reception  last  week  in 
his  honour  at  their  rooms  in  the 
Boulevard  St. -Michel,  in  the  heart 
of  the  Latin  Quarter.  When  the 
rooms  were  filled  to  overcrowding,  Danval  appeared  on 
the  balcony  and  bowed  his  thanks  to  a  large  crowd,  of 
enthusiastic  admirers.  He  afterwards  adjourned  to  a  neigh- 
bouring cafe,  whither  the  students  followed  him,  and 
for  nearly  three  hours  he  remained  there,  the  object  of  a 
continued  friendly  manifestation.  I  saw  Danval  soon  after 
his  arrival  in  Paris.  He  is  now  nearly  60  years  of  age,  tall, 
and  slender,  but.  with  rather  bent  shoulders.  He  wears  a 
beard  which  has  gone  quite  white.  He  talks  very  freely, 
about  his  convict's  life,  as  well  as  of  his  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions concerning  the  future.  It  seems  almost  out  of  the 
question  to  think  of  Danval  being  set  up  in  business  as  a" 
pharmacist  again,  after  being  out  of  business  for  twenty- 
four  years,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  some  hope  of 
obtaining  a  position  for  him  in  the  central  pharmacy  of  the 
Paris  hospitals,  while  there  is  also  some  talk  of  a  group  of 
pharmacists  starting  a  patent  medicine  under  his  name,  and 
giving  him  the  management. 

The  A.F.A.S. — The  Congress  of  the  French  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science  was  brought  to  a  successful 
close  on  August  14.  In  the  Section  of  Medicine  there  was  a 
long  discussion  on  the  therapeutic  qualities  of  wine,  and  a 
vote  was  passed  to  the  effect  that  its  use  is  without  danger, 
from  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  except  when  taken  in  exagge- 
rated quantities.  In  the  Section  of  Medical  Science  one  of 
the  leading  topics  of  discussion  was  the  subject  of  hypo- 
dermic injections  and  the  best  instruments  to  use.  Although 
the  French  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  is 
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of  more  recent  date  and  of  less  world-wide  fame  than  the 
British  Association,  it  has  still  an  interesting  history.  It 
was  in  the  dark  days  that  followed  the  war  of  1870-71,  when 
Frenchmen  were  asking  themselves  whether  France  was  still 
to  be  reckoned  among  the  Great  Powers  of  Europe,  that  a  little 
band  of  savants  schemed  to  decentralise  and  extend  French 
science  by  periodical  meetings  outside  Paris.  Claude  Bernard, 
Ch.  Friedel,  Wurtz,  A.  Cornu,  Broca,  Delaunay,  and  A.  de 
Quatrepages  may  be  considered  as  the  founders  of  the 
movement,  but  a  glance  at  the  various  annual  Presi- 
dents will  show  many  other  brilliant  names  in  French 
chemistry  and  other  sciences.  Only  to  quote  such  as 
interest  pharmacists,  the  first  meeting,  held  in  1872  at 
Bordeaux,  was  presided  over  by  Claude  Bernard ;  in  1874  we 
find  Wurtz  Chairman  at  Lille,  in  1876  J.  B.  Dumas  at 
Clermont-Ferrand,  in  1878  Fremy  at  Paris — for  the  Associa- 
tion, like  your  true  provincials,  only  comes  to  Paris  in 
Exhibition  years.  In  1886  we  find  Friedel  presiding  at 
Nancy,  in  1891  Deherain  at  Marseilles,  in  1894  Mascarat  at 
Caen,  while  the  incidents  when  Grimaux  took  the  chair  at 
Nantes  in  the  midst  of  the  Dreyfusard  agitation  of  1898  were 
duly  reported  in  the  C.  $  B.  As  to  the  1899  meeting,  it  is 
familiar  to  all  of  us,  for  Dr.  Brouardel  led  the  A.F.A.S.  (as 
its  members  love  to  term  it)  to  Boulogne-sur-Mer  to  greet 
"  its  elder  sister  "  the  British  Association,  which  was  sitting 
at  Dover,  and  it  was  a  case  of  "  hands  across  the  sea  "  and 
trips  across  the  Channel,  and  many  a  member  mused  on  the 
"  bankruptcy  of  science,"  so  far  as  sea-sickness  is  concerned — 
not  that  the  A.F.A.S.  dread  the  briny,  as  their  meetings  at 
Algiers  (1880),  Oran  (1888),  and  Carthage  (1896)  prove.  It 
would  be  idle  to  insist  on  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
A.F.A.S.,  following  with  filial  devotion  in  the  steps  of  the 
British  body,  and  we  have  only  to  note  its  steady  progress. 
Its  1872  capital  of  136,000f.  is  now  multiplied  nearly  tenfold, 
and.  its  gross  revenue  is  stated  at  95,000f.  per  annum.  A 
large  number  of  donations  and  legacies  have  naturally  helped 
towards  this  result.  Amongst  its  earliest  benefactors  was 
M.  Kuhlmann,  the  Lille  chemist.  It  has  distributed  nearly 
half  a  million  francs  in  aid  of  scientific  research  and  explora- 
tion and  for  the  publication  of  expensive  works  of  scientific 
value. 


South  Hfrican  flews. 

{From  our  Correspondents.) 


Mr.  Thomas  R.  Walton,  chemist  and  druggist  (Great 
Britain),  has  been  appointed  resident  dispenser  of  the 
Johannesburg  Hospital. 

Business  Change. — Mr.  Geo.  Phillips,  formerly  of  Messrs. 
Phillips  &  Co.,  Pretoria,  has  opened  a  new  drug-store  in 
Market  Street  South,  Johannesburg,  on  his  own  account. 

A  Difference. — The  Daily  Mail  is  responsible  for  the 
following:  "The  ordinary  chemist's  prescription  made  up  at 
the  London  stores  for  lid.  costs  4s.  6d.  pier  4-oz.  bottle  in 
Johannesburg,  and  other  chemists'  articles  are  propor- 
tionately dear." 

MASONIC. — Last  month  Illustrious  Bro.  J.  W.  Cooper 
(32nd  degree),  chemist,  was  installed  Master  of  Lodge  St. 
Jau,  N.O.,  Malmesbury.  Bro.  Cooper  has  now  the  unusual 
distinction  of  ha  ving  filled  the  chair  of  King  Solomon  under 
four  different  constitutions — viz.,  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  and 
Dutch. 

The  Re-appearance  of  Rinderpest  in  the  Maf eking 
district  has  caused  a  demand  for  serum-syringes,  lancets, 
and  trocars.  Inoculation  with  defibrinatecl  blood  seems  to 
be  more  uniformly  successful  than  with  the  serum  supplied 
by  the  Government,  which,  according  to  reports,  is  of  very 
uncertain  strength.  In  the  case  of  a  diseased  animal, 
100  c.c.  of  blood,  taken  from  the  jugular  vein  of  a  healthy 
"  salted  "  ox,  is  defibrinated  (by  beating  with  an  egg-whisk, 
and  straining  through  linen)  and  injected  behind  the 
shoulder.  To  "  salt "  oxen  they  are  infected  by  an  injection 
of  30  c.c.  of  blood  from  a  diseased  animal.  By  means  of 
this  treatment  the  losses  have  been  reduced  to  about  5  per 
oent. 

Mafeking  NOtes. — Mr.  W.  N.  Cooper  has  secured  the 
contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines,  &c.,  to  the  Victoria 


Hospital,  Mafeking,  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. — Busi- 
ness here  shows  no  falling-off  as  yet,  writes  our  Mafeking 
correspondent.  The  number  of  troops  in  the  district  has  not 
decreased  much,  though  most  of  the  irregular  corps  have 
been  disbanded.  Boers  returning  to  their  farms  are  dropping 
in  for  a  supply  of  their  beloved  "  droppels,"  or  to  buy  a 
"Huis-apotheek."  The  latter  is  a  tin  box  containing  an 
assortment  of  "  droppels,"  pills,  and  other  remedies,  together 
with  a  book  of  instructions  for  use.  A  large  number  of 
horses  have  been  sold  by  the  military  authorities,  and  as 
most  are  poor  and  many  mangy,  condition-powders,  carbolic 
soft-soap,  and  mange-lotions  are  having  a  run. 


j£ast  Jnotan  IRews. 


Trade  Statistics. — For  the  three  months  ended  June  30 
the  imports  into  India,  exclusive  of  treasure,  show  a  con- 
siderable decrease.  Exports  show  a  large  increase,  except 
opium,  in  which  a  decrease  of  49  J  lakhs  is  reported. 

A  Chemists'  Assistant  Sues  his  Employer.— The  case 
of  Douglas  v.  Partridge,  referred  to  in  a  former  issue,  has 
been  settled  out  of  court.  Mr.  Partridge,  the  defendant,  has 
paid  2,500r.,  together  with  costs  of  the  suit,  and  has  agreed 
to  withdraw  unreservedly  all  charges  and  imputations  made. 
Mr.  Douglas's  counsel  has  in  consequence  withdrawn  the 
case. 

The  Delhi  Durbar. — Those  in  authority  have  decided 
that  the  Delhi  Durbar  is  not  to  take  the  form  of  an  industrial 
or  trade  exhibition.  Objects  of  high  art  only  are  to  be 
exhibited,  and  these,  as  far  as  possible,  are  to  be  of  the  value 
of  a  lakh  of  rupees  (6  666?.)  and  upwards.  Some  disappoint- 
ment is  felt  by  the  trade  at  the  loss  of  a  good  advertising 
opportunity.  The  Pastcur-Mallie  filter  is  to  be  exclusively 
employed  in  connection  with  the  water-supply  at  the  Durbar. 

Smuggling  Opium. — Addul  Hakim,  of  Rangoon,  has  been 
sentenced  to  four  months'  rigorous  imprisonment  and  fined 
250r.  for  being  in  possession  of  opium.  An  Excise  inspector, 
acting  on  information  received,  went  alongside  the  s.s. 
Palamcotta,  at  midnight  on  May  15,  accompanied  by  a 
native.  A  bundle  containing  316  tolas  (about  8  lbs.)  of  opium 
was  lowered  down  to  them.  When  the  accused  came  on 
shore  for  payment  the  money  was  handed  to  him  in  marked 
notes  and  coin.  A  constable  then  arrested  the  accused  with 
the  marked  notes  and  money  upon  him. 

Thefts  from  Original  Packages. — Frequent  complaints 
have  been  made  of  the  arrival  of  original  packages  in  an  in- 
complete condition,  and  our  Bombay  correspondent  relates  an 
instance  which  recently  came  under  his  personal  observation. 
A  case,  purporting  to  contain  six  dozen  of  a  certain  well-known 
saline  aperient,  was  found  on  opening  to  contain  only 
eighteen  bottles,  the  space  and  weight  being  cleverly  made 
up,  and  the  nails  replaced  in  a  manner  almost  defying  detec- 
tion. Our  correspondent  is  of  opinion  that  such  thefts 
(which  are  by  no  means  uncommon)  can  only  take  place  in 
London,  seeing  that  on  board  ship  and  in  the  Bombay  docks 
such  precautions  are  taken  as  to  render  tampering  practi- 
cally impossible.  He  suggests  wiring  and  sealing  all  cases, 
and  ceasing  to  brand  the  nature  of  the  contents  on  the 
outside. 

Opium  in  Ceylon. — The  question  of  restricting  the  sale 
of  opium  in  Ceylon  is  dealt  with  at  considerable  length  by 
the  Ceylon  Observer,  which  in  an  editorial  extending  through 
two  issues  goes  fully  into  the  history  of  the  opium-trade  in 
that  colony.  In  1850  only  850  lbs.  of  opium  was  imported 
for  use  in  Ceylon,  and  probably  the  only  consumers  outside 
the  medical  and  pharmaceutical  world  were  the  Malays  of 
the  then  existing  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment.  Gradually  the 
taste  spread  to  Sinhalese  (who  by  their  religion  are  supposed 
not  to  touch  such  drugs),  until  in  1893  the  import  had 
increased  to  over  12,000  lbs.  In  1900  the  import  was 
23,754  lbs.,  and  the  Ceylon  Observer  attributes  this  rise 
(whether  correctly  or  otherwise  we  do  not  say)  to  the  want 
of  proper  restriction  of  sale,  and  pleads  for  regulations 
similar  to  those  which  exist  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  at 
least  to  those  which  have  been  granted  for  the  protection  of 
the  people  of  Burma. 
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Me.  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  has  withdrawn  his  agency 
from  Mr.  Ernest  De  Beer,  Melbourne,  and  states  in  his 
circular  that  he  will  shortly  notify  whom  he  has  appointed 
as  his  future  agent  for  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Patent  Medicines  in  Eussia. — The  Medical  Board  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  recently  issued  regulations 
stating  that  if  doctors  wish  to  prescribe  certain  foreign 
patent  medicines  not  contained  in  the  Customs  tariff  they 
must  in  each  case  apply  to  the  Medical  Department  for 
permission,  stating  for  what  purpose  they  are  required. 

Substitution. — A  Berlin  chemist's  assistant  has  been 
fined  150m.  for  infringing  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  by 
selling  a  composition  labelled  "  Migranepulver  "  when  asked 
for  ''migranin."  On  the  customer  hesitating  to  take  the 
powder  in  question,  the  assistant,  who  declared  that  the  two 
preparations  were  identical,  put  the  powder  into  another 
packet,  and  labelled  it  "  Migranin. ' 

Proposed  Tax  on  Patent  Medicines  in  Budapest. — 
The  municipality  of  Budapest  propose  to  tax  all  kinds  of 
patent  medicines  and  proprietary  articles.  The  proposal  has 
been  submitted  to  the  burgomaster,  who  is  to  call  a  meeting 
to  discuss  the  matter  in  the  autumn.  Attention  is  called  to 
the  fact  that  patent  medicines  are  taxed  in  England,  and 
that  a  similar  tax  in  Budapest  would  bring  in  a  considerable 
revenue  without  injuring  the  pharmacist  or  consumer. 

Illegal  Dispensing. — The  Hungarian  Minister  of  the 
Interior  has  decided  that  a  pharmacist  who  does  not  dispense 
medicines  in  accordance  with  the  prescription  is  guilty  of 
an  infringement  of  the  medical  regulations,  and  has  accord- 
ingly sentenced  a  pharmacist  at  Bekes  to  a  fine  of  100  kronen 
for  having  substituted  other  ingredients  for  those  prescribed 
by  a  doctor.  The  pharmacist  pleaded  that  the  prescription 
in  question  contained  ingredients  which  he  could  not  legally 
dispense. 

Saccharin  in  Germany.— In  further  reference  to  the 
German  Saccharin  Bill  (see  C.  $  D.,  July  19,  page  98),  the 
DeutsaJicr  Beichsanzciger  has  now  published  the  text  of  the 
Law  prohibiting  the  production,  importation,  or  sale  in 
Germany  of  saccharin,  &c.  Exception  is  made  in  cases 
where  such  substances  are  intended  for  medicinal  or  scientific 
purposes.  The  text  of  the  Law  (in  German)  may  be  seen  on 
application  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  50  Parliament  Street,  S.W. 

German  Pharmacy-census.— The  Year-hook  for  1902' 
published  by  the  Imperial  Statistical  Office  in  Berlin,  shows 
that  the  number  of  pharmacies  (including  branches)  regis- 
tered in  the  German  Empire  increased  from  4,892  in  1891 
to  5.506  in  1901,  or  about  13  per  cent.  In  1901  there  were 
3,146  pharmacies  in  Prussia,  683  in  Bavaria,  298  in  Saxony, 
and  287  in  Wurtemburg.  In  Prussia  there  were  11,048 
inhabitants  to  one  pharmacy,  in  Bavaria  9,102,  Saxony 
14  247,  and  Wurtemburg  7,586.  To  one  doc'or  there  were 
2,040  inhabitants  in  Prussia,  2,012  in  Bavaria,  2,007  in 
Saxony,  and  2,430  in  Wurtemburg. 

;  Duty  on  Isinglass.  —  Isinglass-manufacturers  in  the 
United  States  are  disturbed  over  the  action  of  the  Treasury 
Department  in  assessing  duty  on  fish-sounds,  or  bladders, 
used  in  making  isinglass.  In  view  of  such  action  a  Boston 
manufacturer  of  isinglass  has  filed  a  protest  before  the 
General  Board  against  the  imposition  of  a  25-per-cent.  duty 
on  sounds  imported  by  him  from  Russia.  According  to  the 
importer's  testimony  at  a  special  hearing  granted  by  the 
Board,  the  sounds  are  crude,  and  dried  only  for  preservation, 
and  were  imported  exclusively  to  be  manufactured  into 
isinglass.  Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  crude  stock  is 
imported  from  Russia,  and  obtainable  during  a  short  season 
only.    The  Board  have  not  yet  given  their  decision. 

Alcohol  in  Belgium.— The  Mbniteitr  Beige  for  July  28 
contains  the  text  of  a  new  law,  modifying  previous  legisla- 
tion concerning  the  manufacture  and  importation  of  alcohols. 
The  following  is  a  translation  of  article  6  of  this  law,  which 
affects  the  treatment  of  alcohols  imported  into  Belgium. 
The  Government  is  authorised  (1)  to  grant  total  or  partial 
exemption  from  import-duty  to  alcohols  intended  exclusively 
for  industrial  purposes  after  previous  denaturation ;  the  regu- 


lations of  articles  14  and  16  of  the  law  of  April  15,  1896, 
are  applicable  to  this  exemption ;  (2)  to  reduce  the  import- 
duties  leviable  on  spirits  in  casks  to  a  point  not  lower  than 
the  Excise  duties  leviable  on  spirits  of  Belgian  production. 
The  duties  thus  lowered  may  be  again  raised,  by  Royal 
Decree,  to  the  rate  originally  leviable. 

The  Sale  of  Acetic  Acid. — New  regulations  have  been 
issued  in  Berlin,  enacting  that  acetic  acid  of  more  than 
15-per-cent.  strength  (so-called  essence  of  vinegar)  is  to  be 
sold  by  the  retail  trade  for  the  domestic  preparation  of 
vinegar  in  special  receptacles.  These  vessels  must  be  of  clear 
glass,  and  of  such  a  shape  as  to  enable  them  to  be  easily 
distinguished  from  beer,  seltzer-water,  wine,  or  brandy 
bottles.  They  must  be  labelled  with  a  prominent  red- 
lettered  label  with  a  white  ground  bearing  the  words  "  Acetic 
acid.  Caution  !  Undiluted.  Poisonous,"  and  the  strength  of 
the  solution  in  black  characters  on  a  white  ground,  as  well 
as  simple  and  clear  directions  as  to  the  quantity  of  water 
required  for  dilution  for  domestic  purposes.  The  names  of 
the  manufacturer  and  the  seller  must  likewise  be  printed  on 
the  bottle.  A  fine  not  exceeding  30m.  will  be  imposed  for 
infringements  of  these  regulations. 

Death  of  Dr.  Schenk. — The  death  is  announced  from 
Schwanberg  in  Styria,  of  Professor  Leopold  Schenk,  the 
embryologist.  Professor  Schenk  was  a  Hungarian,  and  came 
into  fame  when  head  of  the  Etnbryological  Institute  at  the 
Vienna  University.  Three  or  four  years  ago  he  announced 
that  he  had  discovered  the  secret  of  the  determination  of 
the  sex  of  an  unborn  child  by  regulating  the  diet  of  the 
mother.  The  discovery  caused  a  world-wide  sensation,  and 
he  was  called  in  to  advise  in  many  noble  houses  including 
that  of  the  Russian  Royal  Family.  The  Viennese  aristocracy 
flocked  to  his  consulting-room,  and  his  book  on  the  subject 
was  a  phenomenal  success.  It  is  said  that  the  jealousy  of 
the  Viennese  medical  faculty  forced  him  to  resign  his 
professorship  in  the  University,  but  he  continued  his  re- 
searches, and  wrote  a  second  book  on  the  subject  with  whicli 
his  name  will  be  principally  associated. 

Coffee-bean  Husks  and  Malaria. — Dr.  L.  Restrepo,  of 
Medellin,  has  reported  through  the  channel  of  the  British 
Legation,  Bogota,  Columbia,  that  he  has  found  the  husk  of 
the  coffee-bean  useful  in  malarial  fever,  as  also  in  influenza 
and  chronic  dysentery.    His  prescription  is  : — 

Coffee-husk  ...    ...     30  grams 

Water...    ...       ...    400  grams 

Boil  for  five  minutes  ;  strain. 
A  small  cupful  six  times  a  day. 
Malarial  cases  are  said  to  have  recovered  through  this 
treatment  without  complication  and  with  freedom  from  the 
prostration  which  usually  accompanies  attacks.  Prepara- 
tions of  unroasted  coffee  have  long  been  used  in  malai-ia, 
notably  by  the  Dutch  in  their  East  Indian  possessions,  but 
the  therapeutic  use  of  the  husk  is  a  new  suggestion.  Dr. 
Restrepo  is  anxious  that  analysis  of  the  husk  should  be 
undertaken  in  order,  if  possible,  to  discover  to  what  piinciple 
it  owes  the  medicinal  properties  he  describes. 

Opium  in  North  Formosa. — There  was  a  decrease  of 
19,795/.  in  the  import  of  opium  into  the  northern  district  of 
Formosa,  in  1901,  or  of  about  one-third  of  the  import  of  the 
previous  year.  The  import  of  Persian  opium  alone  was  in 
value  nearly  double  that  of  all  other  kinds,  including  Indian, 
whilst  the  quantity  was  2.344  cwt.,  as  against  912  cwt.  of 
the  other  varieties.  The  Customs  authorities  at  Tamsui  do 
not  make  any  distinction  between  places  of  origin  of  Indian 
opium,  but  it  would  appear  that  Patna  opium  to  the  value  of 
9,569/.  was  imported  last  year,  whilst  very  little  of  Turkish 
and  practically  none  of  Chinese  origin  came  to  Formosa 
during  that  period.  The  decrease  in  this  import  was  due 
principally  to  a  smaller  recorded  consumption,  and  smuggling 
has  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  At  the  end  of  1901 
there  were  137.000  licensed  opium-smokers  in  the  island,  as 
against  165,752  in  the  previous  year.  This  reduction  was 
chiefly  owing  to  a  strong  agitation  against  the  practice  of 
smoking  opium  carried  on  early  in  the  year,  in  consequence 
of  which  many  licensed,  smokers  destroyed  their  pipes,  &c, 
which  they  are  not  allowed  to  replace.  Besides  this,  it 
would  appear  that  numbers  of  erstwhile  smokers  have,  for 
the  sake  of  economy,  adopted  the  habit  of  chewing  the  drug 
instead  of  inhaling  it. 
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Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade- 
marks, at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade- 
marks Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money- 
order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  August  6,  1902.) 

Device  of  a  dxgger,  with  motto  (:  Cupidus  Honoris  "  ;  for  paints, 
colours,  enamels,  dyes,  varnishes  in  Class  1  (not  including 
arsenic).  By  J.  Dampney  &  Co.  (Limited),  P.O.  Chambers, 
Docks,  Cardiff.  244,917. 

"Motak"';  for  photo  chemicals  in  Class  1.  By  Frank  Stanley 
Ogilvie,  22  Blackett  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  241,557. 

Beviee  of  lily  of  the  valley  ;  for  japans.    By  Walter  Ostermann, 

18  Eldon  Street,  E.C.  245,645. 

Device  of  label "  Gildena  Gold  Enamel  "  (no  claim  for  "  Gilden  ") 
for  gold  paint.  By  William  S.  White,  222  Queen's  Road, 
Manchester.  246,040. 

"  Matubitine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Mature  ") ;  for  paints,  &c.,  in 
Class  1.  By  Tabor,  Trego  &  Co.  (Limited),  42  New  Broad 
Street.  246,111. 

"  Tioee  Poplar";  for  chemicals,  soap,  laundry-preparations, 
perfumery,  polishes,  &c.    By  Wylie  &  Co.  (Limited),  18  and 

19  Ironmonger  Lane,  E.C.  246,477,  245,928,  246,478, 
245,929,  246,479,  246,480. 

De  ."ice  of  a  brush:  for  Tempera  distemper,  washable  water-paint. 
By  Hanger,  Watson  &  Harris  (Limited),  15  Tower  Hill,  E., 
and  Hull.  246,673. 

"Helena"  ;  for  an  enamel-paint.  By  Harold  Heydon  &  Co., 
118  Weston  Street,  S  E.  247,121. 

Libel,  with  devise  and  words  "  Australian  Bushman  "  ;  for  medi- 
cines for  hunim  use.  By  J.  H  Anderson,  Hurst  Villa, 
Moorfleld  Road,  Orpington,  Kent.  245,488. 

Device  of  human  back;  for  backache  kidney  pills.  By  the 
Foster-McClellan  Company,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  (Loudon  address, 
8  Wells  Street,  Oxford  Street).  246,047. 

"  03VRIS  " ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine,  Class  3. 

By  John  Robinson,  10  New  North  Road,  N.  245,184. 
"  Pineodyne  "  (no  claim  for  "  Pine  ") ;  for  medicines.    By  Davies, 

Gibbins  &  Co.,  Bridge  Street,  Derby.  247,192. 

"  Granuloids  "  (no  claim  for  "  Granule  "),  "  Granoids  "  (no  claim 
for  "  Grano)  "  ;  for  medicines.  By  Alfred  Bishop  (Limited), 
48  Spelman  Street,  N.E.    247,377,  247,378. 

"Pinex"  (no  claim  for  "Pine");  for  turpentine.  By  Sissons 
Bros.  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bankside,  Sculcoates,  Hull.  247,549. 

Device  for  electric  batteries  in  Class  8.  By  Societe  Anonyme  Le 
Carbone,  Levallois-Perret,  near  Paris,  c/o  Haseltine,  LVke 
&  Co.,  45  Southampton  Buildings,  W.C.  246,727. 

"Cotosuet";  for  a  substitute  for  lard.  By  Swift  &  Co., 
Chicago,  c  o  H.  Haddan  &  Co.,  18  Buckingham  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.  245,097. 

"  Nimrod  "  ;  for  food-substances.  By  A.  Jurgens,  Osch,  Holland, 
c'o  T.  B.  Browne  (Limited),  163  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
245,673. 

"  Mazawattee  "  and  "  Cimbrosa  "  with  device  of  label  ;  for 
cocoa.  By  the  Mazawattee  Tea  Company  (Limited),  Tower 
Hill,  E.C.  245,846. 

"  Moreeka  " ;  for  food-substances,  not  including  "coffee.  By 
Helen  P.  Hartley,  86  Brighton  Grove,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

"  Zselandia"  and  device  ;  for  condensed  milk.  By  R.  Lehmann 
&  Co.  (Limited*,  Monument  Street,  E.C.  246,548. 

"  Nocrize  "  ;  for  food-substances.  By  Caroline  A.  W.  Chapman, 
19  Ainslie  Street,  Grimsby.  246,700. 

<;  Sanatogen  "  (no  claim  to  "  Sanato  ") ;  for  food-substances.  By 
Bauer  &  Co.,  Berlin,  c/o  F.  Williams  &  Co.,  83  Upper  Thames 
Street,  E.C.  246,802. 

'  Popolia";  for  isoaps  and  perfumes.  By  F.  Harvey,  1 
Claremont  Road,  Surbiton,  Surrey.  245,801. 

"  Kolene  " ;  for  a  pomade.  By  Pannett  &  Neden,  210  Stewart's 
Road,  Wandsworth  Road,  S.W.  247,031 


"  Pearline  "  (no  claim  for  "  Pearl ") ;  for  varnishes  in  Class  50. 
By  R.  Ingham  Clark  &  Co.  (Limited),  6  St.  Helen's  Place, 
London.  244,480. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  August  13,  1902.) 

"  Solvink  " ;  for  varnish  in  Class  1.  Also  for  printing  ink. 
By  Lewis  Berger  &  Sons  (Limited',  203  Morning  Lane,  N.E. 
246,506,  204,546. 

"  Siccafex  "  and  device  ;  for  chemicals  and  colours  (Class  1)  used 
in  manufacture  of  paints,  oils,  and  varnishes.  By  Rudolph 
Herrmann,  59  Mark  Lane,  E.C.  246,151. 

"Egg"  brand;  for  caustic  soda,  carbonate  of  soda,  and  silicate- 
of  soda.  By  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons  (Limited),  Warrington. 
246,349. 

"  Minroyd  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Mathews,  Maclay  &  Manson, 
104  Hyde  Park  Street,  Glasgow.  247,477. 

"  Sulphocide  "  (no  claim  for  "  Sulpho  ") ;  for  vermin-destroyer. 
By  J.  S.  Hepworth,  Loughborough.  247,369. 

"Sobi"  and  "  Water  of  Styx";  for  chemical  substances.  By 
Kay  Brothers  (Limited),  Stockport.    247,603,  247,604. 

"Masma";  for  an.  ointment  for  human  use.  By  Martin  Seidel, 
18  Parliament  Hill,  N.W.  247,227. 

Device  of  label  and  facsimile  signature  for  "  National  Liquid 
Gum."  By  John  Moncrieff  North  British  Glass-works., 
Perth,  N.B.  247,087. 

Two  devioes  with  "  Cadbury  "  for  cocoa,  chocolate,  and  con- 
fectionery. By  Cadbury  Brothers  (Limited),  Bournville., 
near  Birmingham.    245,778,  245,779. 

"Cakamix"  (no  claim  for  "cake");  for  food  substances.  By 
Helen  P.  Kirtley,  86  Brighton  Grove,  Newcastle.  246,455. 

"  Camels  Brand  "  with  device  of  three  camels  ;  for  tea,  coffee., 
cocoa,  chocolate,  and  spices.  By  Peek  Brothers  &  Winch 
(Limited),  20  Eastcheap,  E.C.  247,218. 

Device  of  a  sheaf  of  corn  ;  for  cereals  and  grain  foods.  By  Joshua 
Wigfull  &  Sons,  Sheffield.  247,273. 

"  Barrino  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  Robert  Barr, 
Falkirk.  246,625. 

"  Jupiter  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  Batey  &  Co. 
(Limited),  216  Kingsland  Road,  N.E.  247,187. 

"  Tricholyn  "  (no  claim  for  "  Tricho  ") ;  for  a  depilatory  wax.  By- 
Joan  Douglas,  10  George  Street,  Hanover  Square,  W. 
241,225. 

"Pam-i-go";  for  a  pomade.  By  A.  W.  Shirras,  35  Powis  Terrace, 

Aberdeen.  245,333. 
"  Swift  "  with  device  of  swallow ;  for  polishes.    By  the  Swift 

Polish  and  Blacking-manufacturing  Company,  Putney,  S.W. 

247,525. 


1Rew  Books. 


Bacteriology.  7  x  4f  Pp.  96.  Swd.  Is.  net.  (E.  &  S.  Living- 
stone.) 

Berkeley,  H.  R  ,  and  Walker,  W.  M.  Practical  Receipts  for  the 
Manufacturer,  Mechanic,  and  for  Home  Use.  8J  x  5£.  Pp.256. 
7s.  6rf.  net.  (Spon.) 

Bidgood  (J.).  Elementary  Physics  and  Chemistry  for  Schools. 
Book  2:  Physics  and  Chemistry.  7i  x  4f.  Pp.  150.  Is.  6c?. 
(Longmans.) 

Fleming,  J.  A.  Magnetic  and  Electric  Currents  :  an  Elem* 
Treatise  for  Electrical  Artisans  and  Science  Teachers.  2nd  ed. 
7A  x  4J-.    Pp.  424.    5s.  net.  (Spon.) 

Hewlett,  R.T.  Manual  of  Bacteriology,  Clinical  and  Applied. 
Appendix  on  bacterial  remedies.  2nd  ed.  8£  x  5\.  Pp.  546.  12s. 
(Churchill.) 

Young,  A.  V.  E.  Elementary  Principles  of  Chemistry.  7|  x  5£- 
Pp.  372.    5s.  net.  (Hirschfeld.) 


A  New  H^emometer. — A  new  instrument  for  estimating- 
phosphorus  in  the  blood  has  been  described  by  Jolles  at- 
Vienna.  The  principle  depends  on  the  intensity  of  the 
yellow  colour  produced  by  rnolybdate  of  potassium,  the- 
standard  colours  being  of  glass  attached  to  the  instrument. 
The  estimation  of  phosphorus  in  the  blood  is,  says  Jolles, 
very  important,  as  on  its  presence  depends  the  condition  of 
the  erythrocytes  and  leucocytes  as  well  as  the  quantity  of 
protein  and  neucleol-albumin. 
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Against  Co-operation.— The  tradesmen  of  St.  Helens 
are  organising  a  movement  against  the  co-operative  trading 
which  is  rampant  in  their  town.  To  help  them  in  the 
struggle  and  to  support  anti-co-operative  movements,  a 
weekly  journal,  called  the  Tradesman  and  Shopkeeper,  has 
been  stai-ted  in  London.  The  paper  is  a  penny  one,  and  is 
published  at  185  Oxford  Street,  W. 

Photo  Amalgamation. — Messrs.  Seabrook Brothers  &Co., 
2LElmund  Place,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  inform  us  that 
the  Manhattan  Optical  Company,  New  York,  and  the  Gun- 
lacli  Optical  Company,  Kochester,  have  amalgamated  under 
the  title  of  the  Manhattan  Gunlach  Optical  Company.  The 
company  are  makers  of  the  "  Wizard  "  cameras  and  lenses, 
for  which  Messrs.  Seabrook  Brothers  &  Co.,  have  the  Euro- 
pean agency. 

A  New  Vaccination-shield.— We  give  an  illustration 
of  a  new  vaccination  and  surgical  shield,  brought  out  by 
Messrs.  Bauer  &  Black,  Chicago.    HeretDfore  such  shields 


were  made  in  one  piece,  thus  making  no  allowance  for 
further  swelling.  This  patent  consists  of  a  two-piece  shield, 
which  in  conjunction  with  the  pleat  at  the  top,  expands  with 
the  swelling,  and  does  not  irritate  the  wound.  The  London 
agents  are  Messrs.  H.  P.  Thompson  &  Co.,  93  Alder*°-ate 
Street,  E.C. 

Poison-bottle  Lock. —Mr.  A.  D.  Katz,  Corn  Exchange 
Passage,  Birmingham,  called  upon  us  this  week  to  explain 
the  working  of  a  poison-bottle  lock  which  he  has  invented. 
One  style  of  the  lock  is  shown  in  the  illustration,  but  the 


Locked 


same  idea  has  been  adapted  for  stoppered  bottles  by 
lengthening  the  side-pieces.  A  small  key  is  supplied  to  unlock 
the  stopper,  but  on  closing  the  hinges  the  stopper  locks 
automatically.    Mr.  Katz  has  shown  us  poison-bottles  fitted 


with  the  locks,  but  the  lock  can  be  used  on  bottles  containing 
perfume  or  spirits  which  it  is  desired  to  protect.  We  ought 
to  add  that  the  bottles  we  have  seen  the  lock  applied 
to  have  all  been  of  the  lipless  variety,  but  a  modification  of 
the  side-pieces  is  all  that  is  needed  to  fit  the  locks  on  shop- 
rounds.  The  fitting  of  the  locks  on  bottles  is  a  simple  matter 
of  bending  a  wire  by  means  of  a  pair  of  pincers,  which  seems 
to  us  to  be  its  weak  point. 


©tl  of  Mormwooo, 

By  John  E.  Jackson,  A.L.S. 


THE  recent  case  of  poisoning  at  Runcorn  by  oil  of  worm- 
wood, and  the  fact  that  wormwood  is  one  of  the  native 
plants  found  in  flower  during  the  present  month,  brings  to 
mind  the  thought  that  though  the  plant  is  seldom  heard  of 
now  as  a  direct  poison,  and  very  seldom  used  as  a  medicine, 
it  still  remains  one  of  those  dangerous  herbs  which,  perhaps 
on  account  of  its  being  so  familiar  to  us,  is  so  little  heeded 
as  to  be  still  unscheduled  as  a  poison. 

Outside  our  own  country,  Artemisia  Absinthium  is  found  in 
other  parts  of  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  Siberia,  North- Western 
India,  and  North  America.  Its  powerfully  bitter  aromatic 
pnyperties  appear  to  have  been  known  from  a  very  early 
period.  In  the  books  of  Deuteronomy,  Proverbs,  Jeremiah, 
and  Lamentations,  the  bitterness  and  intoxicating  properties 
of  wormwood  are  referred 
to,  and  there  seems  to  be 
little  doubt  that  the  plant 
of  those  days  was  identical 
with  that  of  the  present. 
From  these  times  the  worm- 
wood has,  more  or  less,  had 
a  reputation  as  a  tonic, 
febrifuge,  and  anthelmintic ; 
externally  it  has  been  used 
as  an  antiseptic,  and,  in 
consequence  of  its  powerful 
odour,  for  driving  away  fleas 
and  other  insects.  For  this 
purpose,  as  well  as  for  pre- 
paring a  fomentation  for 
application  to  tumours  and 
inflammatory  pains,  the 
plant  was  formerly  much 
grown  by  country  people  in 
their  cottage-gardens. 

Wormwood  oil,  obtained 
by  distillation,  possesses  a 
strong  smell  of  the  plant, 
and  an  acrid  taste.  At  the 
inquest  at  Runcorn  a  medi- 
cal man  stated  that  though 
the  drug  was  seldom  met 
with,  he  believed  it  was 

frequently  used  to  procure  abortion  as  well  as  for  a  vermi- 
fuge. Christison  remarked  that,  through  the  caprice  of 
fashion,  wormwood  is  neglected  as  a  vermifuge  at  the 
present  day.  Watt  says  •'  it  exercises  a  powerful  influence 
over  the  nervous  system,  and  its  tendency  to  produce  head- 
ache and  other  nervous  disorders  is  well  known  by  travellers 
in  Kashmir  and  Ladak,  who  suffer  severely  when  marching 
through  the  extensive  tracts  of  country  covered  with  this 
plant."  The  effects  of  the  liqueur  absinthe,  of  which  oil  of 
wormwood  forms  an  essential  part,  are  so  well  known  that  it 
need  only  be  referred  to  as  another  proof  of  the  care  that 
should  surround  the  sale  of  ol.  absinthii.  It  has  been  noted 
that  the  root,  though  warm  and  aromatic,  is  much  less  bitter 
than  other  parts  of  the  plant. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Canada. — The  aggregate  of  Canada's 
foreign  trade,  as  stated  by  the  Dominion  authorities,  for  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1902,  is  #414,517.358,  an  increase  of 
#36,827,673  over  last  year.  The  imports  for  consumption, 
including  coin  and  bullion,  amounted  to  #202,791.595.  The 
value  of  dutiable  goods  was  #118,657.496,  and  of  the  free 
goods  #77,823,694.  The  total  exports  were  #211.725  563. 
The  exports  of  domestic  produce  amounted  to  #196,105.240, 
an  increase  of  #19,966,048  over  1901. 
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Wvuq  Stanoaros. 


[Abstract  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  read  at  the  Public 
Health  Congress,  Exeter,  on  August  22.] 

STANDAKDS  for  remedies  of  known  origin  and  proved 
potency  are  necessary  if  to  their  strength  is  to  be  added 
the  equally  essential  property  of  uniformity.  "  Caveat 
emptor,"  which  to  a  great  extent  applies  to  food,  has  little 
meaning  for  drugs,  as  the  value  of  drugs  cannot  be  assayed 
by  "  the  man  in  the  street."  Drugs  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes  : — (1)  Vegetable  products  and  their  preparations, 
(2)  Animal  products,  (3)  Substances  of  definite  chemical 
composition.  In  regard  to  vegetable  products  such  as  roots, 
barks,  stems,  leaves,  flowers,  fruits,  seeds,  gums,  and  resins, 
many  of  these  have  been  selected  empirically,  but  their 
efficacy  having  been  proved,  it  is  important  that  there  should 
be  as  little  variance  as  possible  in  commercial  samples.  The 
point  of  first  importance  is  identification,  which  requires  in 
some  cases,  such  as  where  it  is  desired  to  detect  the  difference 
between  the  leaves  of  Pilocarpus  jaborandi  and  allied  species, 
considerable  botanical  knowledge. 

Strophanthus  is  another  drug  the  identification  of  which 
depends  on  a  somewhat  unsatisfactory  colour-reaction.  Mr. 
Gadd  suggested  that  the  authorities  of  the  City  of  London 
might  devote  some  of  their  energies  to  obtaining  samples  of 
the  potent  drugs  offered  in  Mincing  Lane,  and  seeing  if  they 
conform  with  the  description  in  the  catalogue.  Drugs  having 
been  identified,  should,  if  possible,  be  assayed ;  for  such 
factors  as  the  mode  of  collection,  the  conditions  of  cultiva- 
tion, the  influence  of  climate,  tend  to  produce  variations  in 
strength.  Jalap-root,  which  depends  for  its  activity  on  its 
resin,  has  been  found  to  contain  this  constituent  in  quantities 
varying  from  5  to  20  per  cent.  Opium  is  assayed  for  its 
morphine  content ;  cinchona  for  its  total  alkaloids  and 
percentage  of  quinine  and  cinchonidine  ;  nux  vomica  for  its 
strychnine ;  belladonna  and  ipecacuanha  for  their  total 
alkaloids.  When  the  active  principle  of  a  drug  is  unknown 
or  cannot  readily  be  assayed,  its  value  can  sometimes  be 
approximately  estimated  by  treating  it  with  solvents,  by 
incinerating  and  noting  the  yield  of  ash,  and  by  applying  other 
simple  tests.  For  example,  the  Pharmacopoeia  requires  that  gum 
benzoin  shall  be  almost  entirely  soluble  in  alcohol  (90  percent.); 
whereas  commercial  samples  often  contain  as  much  as  30  per 
cent,  insoluble  matter,  chiefly  bark  which  is  harmless  but  inert. 
Again,  in  the  case  of  the  now  rarely  used  drug,  asafetida, 
the  ash-figure  is  a  fair  criterion  of  quality.  Commercial 
samples  on  incineration  often  leave  a  residue  equal  to  50  or 
60  per  cent,  of  their  weight,  consisting,  as  they  do,  of  about 
half  gum  and  half  stones.  Galenicals  prepared  from  crude 
drugs  are  valued  in  much  the  same  way.  Chemical  sub- 
stances, having  a  definite  composition,  do  not  require  the 
same  treatment  as  vegetable  products ;  but,  seeing  that 
absolute  purity  is  seldom  attainable,  sometimes  undesirable, 
and  nearly  always  incompatible  with  commercial  conditions, 
standards  are  necessary  to  fix  limits  for  impurities. 

Impurities  may  be  inert  substances  acting  simply  as 
diluents,  or  they  may  be  actively  injurious — as,  for  example, 
arsenium,  lead,  and  copper.  Each  salt  used  in  medicine 
should  be  required  to  pass  such  tests  as  will  ensure  its 
freedom  from  injurious  substances  in  appreciable  quantities, 
and  from  inert  substances  in  quantities  that  will  materially 
impair  the  efficacy  of  the  medicine.  Animal  products,  such 
as  antitoxins,  are  standardised  by  physiological  tests — a 
method  of  assay  which,  in  this  country,  can  only  be  used  to 
a  limited  extent. 

It  has  now  to  be  considered  how  standards  are  fixed. 
The  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  in  some  sense  the  official 
standard — that  is  to  say,  it  is  the  physician's  prescription- 
book,  which  the  pharmacist  is  bound  to  use  ;  but  it  was 
never  meant  to  be  set  up  as  an  authority  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  if  it  is  to  be  used  as  such,  it 
must  be  compiled  with  greater  care  and  interpreted  in  the 
light  of  common-sense. 

Research  must  precede  publication  of  tests,  or  disaster  will 
follow.  If  pharmaceutical  products  are  to  be  judged  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  pharmacists  must  assist  in  its  compila- 
tion, as  they  do  in  every  other  civilised  country,  and 
standards  must  not  be  fixed  from  museum  specimens,  but  on 
the  best  obtainable  commercial  samples.  Too  high  standards 
may  result  in  a  limited  supply  of  the  finest  specimens  at 


prohibitive  prices,  with  indefinite  ami  unguaranteed  pro- 
ducts for  general  use.  Lastly,  how  may  drug-standards  be 
maintained  ?  First  and  foremost,  by  education  of  druggists. 
Skilled  collectors,  skilled  manufacturers,  skilled  distributors, 
skilled  dispensers  are  the  best  guarantee  for  satisfactory 
products. 

The  ordinary  principles  of  commercial  competition  are 
not  applicable  to  the  weapons  with  which  physicians  fight 
disease.  Only  in  the  last  resort  should  standards  be  main- 
tained by  penal  proceedings.  Carelessness  in  important 
matters  is  only  a  minor  form  of  crime,  but  technical  breaches 
of  the  law  should  not  be  treated  as  criminal  offences.  The 
standardisation  of  drugs  is  a  wide  subject,  which  can  be 
viewed  from  various  points — the  medical,  the  analytical,  the 
pharmaceutical,  the  commercial,  but  more  important  than 
any  of  these,  is  the  question,  "  How  can  drugs  be  stan- 
dardised for  the  benefit  of  the  public  health  ?  " 


pfrotoorapbic  motes. 


Dry  Developers. 
According  to  the  specification  (11.866,  1901)  of  the  patent 
granted  to  the  Actien  Gesellschaft  fiir  Anilin  Fabrikation 
the  company's  dry  developers  are  made  by  mixing  with  the 
developing  substances  finely  powdered  anhydrous  alkali- 
sulphite,  and  then  adding  that  proportion  of  caustic  alkali 
or  alkali  carbonate  required  to  transform  the  phenol  or 
amidophenol  employed  into  its  corresponding  alkali  salt. 
For  instance,  para-amidophenol  11  parts  is  mixed  with 
anhydrous  sodium  sulphite  25  rmrts,  and  a  mixture  of 
powdered  caustic  soda  (80  per  cent.)  5  parts,  and  anhydrous 
sodium  sulphite  25  parts  added  thereto.  Similar  examples 
are  given  in  the  specification  to  show  the  use  of  metol, 
quinine,  catechol  and  ortol,  and  alkali  carbonate. 

Button- pressing. 
There  is  a  marvellous  amount  of  energy  being  employed 
at  the  present  time  in  persuading  photographic  chemists  to 
sign  the  Kodak  agreement.  One  may  now  sign  the  agree- 
ment for  three  months,  and  if  arguments  from  the  very  clever 
ambassadors  of  commerce  fail,  it  is  hinted  that  in  a  few 
months'  time  it  will  be  too  late.  It  is  even  said  that  the 
American  company  are  to  acquire  certain  British  dry-plate 
factories ;  but  as  the  result  of  inquiries  I  have  made,  I  am 
able  to  state  the  concerns  to  be  Americanised  are  at  least 
not  two  of  the  principal  makers. 

"  Negatype's  "  Suggestion 
in  the  C.  Sf  D.  of  August  2,  that  chemists  doing  a  photo- 
graphic trade  should  hold  local  meetings  and  discuss  the 
question,  is  an  excellent  one.  The  list  of  dealers  in  this 
year's  Diary  would  be  put  to  good  use  if  one  chemist  in 
each  town  would  call  together  the  other  dealers  men- 
tioned, and  come  to  some  understanding.  The  waverers 
would  be  strengthened  by  the  sturdier  ones,  and  I  am  fairly 
certain  that  the  decision  of  such  a  meeting  would  be  to 
remain  free  from  the  control  of  any  photographic  trust. 
Chemists,  who  form  the  majority  of  photographic  dealers, 
should  certainly  carefully  consider  before  submitting  to  be 
bound  hand  and  foot.  I  am  perhaps  a  bit  old-fashioned — I 
was  a  dealer  before  button-pressing  methods  were  fashion- 
able— but  I  intend  keeping  the  control  of  my  business  in 
my  own  hands. 

Borax  Accelerator. 
The  following  formula  has  been  made  up  recently  at  my 
pharmacy,  borax  being  used  as  the  accelerator  in  place  of 
alkali : — 

Quinol     5j- 

Sodium  sulphite    oj-  5ij- 

Borax  5iij- 

Distilled  water    Jxiiss. 

I  mentioned  some  months  ago  that  a  mixture  of  _  boro- 
tartrate  and  hydrate  of  potassium  was  recommended  in  the 
developer,  but  in  that  case  borotartrate  of  potash  was  a 
restrainer.  It  is  rather  curious  that  the  introduction  of  the 
tartrate  molecule  should  make  such  a  difference.  I  find  the 
borax  developer  very  slow  in  action. 

Dark-rooms. 
Hull.— William  Hay  (Limited),  18  Anlaby  Road. 
'     Westgate-on-Sea.— A.  Boulton,  The  Westgate  Pharmacy. 
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IktpUno,  pharmacist. 


THE  generality  of  fictionmongers  have  been  proved  notori- 
ously inaccurate  when  dealing  with  technical  affairs.  In 
contradistinction  to  the  majority,  however,  Mr.  Kipling,  the 
flash  of  whose  genius  has  illumined  a  couple  of  continents, 
has  been  looked  upon  as  the  most  accurate  of  observers.  His 
encyclopedic  knowledge  and  marvellous  grasp  of  technical 
detail  have  been  counted  among  his  most  wondrous  qualifi- 
cations. The  subjects  he  has  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  his 
career  have  been  many  and  varied,  but  until  recently  phar- 
macists have  had  very  little  opportunity  of  gauging  the  truth 
of  these  judgments.  In  the  current  number  of  Scrihner's 
Magazine,  however,  the  popular  novelist  is  at  our  mercy,  for, 
greatly  daring,  he  has  invaded  the  magic  realm  of  pharmacy. 
The  result,  as  far  as  technical  accuracy  is  concerned,  is  not 
greatly  to  Mr.  Kipling's  credit,  for  the  knowledge  of  British 
pharmacy  displayed  in  his  latest  story,  "Wireless,"  is  fearful 
and  wonderful.  The  tale  is  one  of  the  psychological  variety 
of  which  Mr.  Kipling  is  so  fond.  It  describes  the  incarna- 
tion of  the  poet  Keats  in  the  person  of  a  consumptive 
chemist's  assistant  named  Shaynor.  The  writer  of  the  tale 
has  gone  to  the  pharmacy  in  which  Shaynor  is  employed,  to 
witness  some  experiments  in  wireless  telegraphy  by  the  pro- 
prietor's nephew,  an  enthusiastic  electrician.  The  pharma- 
cist himself,  Mr.  Cashed,  is  the  writer's  friend. 

It  was  Mr.  Cashell  who  revealed  to  me  the  purpose  and  power 
o£  Apothecaries'  Hall  what  time  a  fellow-chemist  had  made  an 
error  in  a  prescription  of  mine,  had  lied  to  cover  his  sloth,  and 
when  error  and  lie  were  brought  home  to  him  had  written  vain 
letters. 

"  A  disgrace  to  our  profession,"  said  the  thin,  mild-eyed  man, 
hotly,  after  studying  the  evidence.  "  You  couldn't  do  a  better 
service  to  the  profession  than  report  him  to  Apothecaries'  Hall." 

"I  did  so,  not  knowing  what  djinns  I  should  evoke ;  and  the 
result  was  such  an  apology  as  one  might  make  who  had  spent  a 
night  on  the  rack.  I  conceived  great  respect  for  Mr.  Cashell,  a 
zealous  craftsman  who  magnified  his  calling.  Until  Mr.  Shaynor 
came  down  from  the  North  his  assistants  had  by  no  means  agreed 
with  Mr.  Cashell.  "  They  forget,"  said  he,  "  that  first  and 
foremost  the  compounder  is  a  medicine-man.  On  him  depends 
the  physician's  reputation.  He  holds  it  literally  in  the  hollow  of 
his  hand,  sir." 

Pharmacists  will  be  lost  in  wonder  and  amusement  at  the 
"  purpose  and  power  "  ascribed  to  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and 
marvel  at  the  newly  discovered  authority  of  that  body  over 
erring  dispensers.  But  the  description  of  Mr.  Shaynor 
reveals  even  greater  novelties,  as  thus : — 

Mr.  Shaynor's  manners  had  not,  perhaps,  the  polish  of  the 
grocery  and  Italian  warehouse  next  door,  but  he  knew  and  loved 
his  dispensary-work  in  every  detail.  For  relaxation  he  seemed  to 
go  no  farther  afield  than  the  romance  of  drugs — their  discovery, 
preparation,  packing,  and  export — but  it  led  him  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  and  on  this  subject  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Formulary, 
and  Nicholas  Culpepper,  most  confident  of  physicians,  we  met. 

Little  by  little  I  grew  to  know  something  of  his  beginnings  and 
his  hopes  ;  of  his  mother,  who  had  been  a  school-teacher  in  one  of 
the  northern  counties,  and  of  his  red-headed  father,  a  small 
jobbing-master  at  Kirby  Moors,  who  died  when  he  was  a  child  ; 
of  the  examinations  he  had  passed  (Apothecaries'  Hall  is  a  hard 
master  in  this  respect) ;  of  his  dreams  of  a  shop  in  London  ;  of  his 
hate  for  the  price-cutting  co-operative  stores  ;  and,  most  interest- 
ing, of  his  mental  attitude  toward  customers. 

"  There's  a  way  you  get  into,"  he  told  me,  "  of  serving  them 
quite  carefully,  and,  I  hope,  politely,  without  stopping  your  own 
thinking.  I've  been  reading  Christie's  'New  Commercial  Plants  ' 
all  this  autumn,  and  that  needs  keeping  your  mind  on  it,  I  can 
tell  you.  So  long  as  it  isn't  a  prescription,  of  course,  I  can  carry 
as  much  as  half  a  page  of  Christie  in  my  head,  and  at  the  same 
time  I  could  sell  out  all  that  window  twice  over,  and  not  a  penny 
wrong  at  the  end.  As  to  prescriptions,  I  think  I  could  make  up 
the  general  run  of  'em  in  my  sleep  almost." 

The  "  dispensary  "-work  and  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
examination,  as  a  qualification  for  one  wdio  is  evidently 
intended  to  be  a  pharmacist  and  not  an  apothecary's 
assistant,  reveal  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  real  thing, 
and  even  the  name  of  the  Old  Swan  Lane  botanist  is  spelled 
incorrectly  throughout.    The  local  colour  is  better  : — 

The  shop,  by  the  many  electrics,  looked  like  a  Paris  diamond- 
mine,  for  Mr.  Cashell  believed  in  all  the  ritual  of  his  craft.  Three 
superb  glass  jars— red,  green,  and  blue — of  the  sort  that  led 
Piosamond  to  parting  with  her  shoes,  blazed  in  the  broad  plate- 


glass  windows,  and  there  was  a  confused  smell  of  orris,  Kodak 
films,  vulcanite,  tooth-powder,  sachets,  and  almond-cream  in  the 
air.  Mr.  Shaynor  fed  the  dispensary-stove,  and  we  sucked  cayenne 
pepper  jujubes  for  our  stomachs'  sake. 

Shaynor's  sweetheart,  Fanny  Brand  (on  whose  appenr- 
ance  Shaynor's  cheek  took  on  "  a  flash  of  dull  red,  and  his 
eyes  shone  like  a  drugged  moth's  "),  enters,  and  persuades 
her  lover  to  go  out  with  her  for  a  walk,  leaving  the  writer  in 
charge  of  the  shop.    After  they  are  gone — 

I  refilled  the  stove,  and  after  profligate  expenditure  of  Mr. 
Cashell's  coal  drove  much  warmth  into  the  shop.  I  explored 
many  of  the  glass-knobbed  drawers  that  lined  the  walls,  tasted 
some  disconcerting  drugs,  and,  by  the  aid  of  a  few  cardamoms, 
ground  ginger,  chloric  ether,  and  dilute  alcohol,  manufactured  a 
new  and  wildish  drink,  of  which  I  bore  a  glassful  to  young  Mr. 
Cashell,  busy  in  the  back  office. 

This  "  new  and  wildish  "  concoction,  we  are  informed  a 
little  further  on,  was  of  "a  rich  port- wine  colou/  and  frothing 
at  the  top."  We  have  known  many  good  pharmacists  in  our 
time,  but  none,  we  venture  to  think,  who  could  produce  such 
a  drink  from  such  ingredients  in  such  a  short  space  of  time. 
The  brew  was  praised  by  the  electrician,  and  also  by  Shaynor 
when  he  returned,  "  coughing  his  heart  out  on  the  mat,"  and 
spitting  two  red  stains  into  his  handkerchief.  The  omni- 
scient author  now  noticed  that  Fanny  Brand  "  distinctly 
resembled  the  seductive  shape  on  a  gold-framed  toilet-water 
advertisement,  whose  charms  were  unholily  heightened  by 
the  glare  from  the  red  bottle  in  the  window."  By  instinct 
he  recognised  this  as  Shaynor's  shrine,  and,  to  complete  the 
illusion,  Blaudet's  Cathedral  pastilles,  "brown  guminy  cones 
of  benzoin,"  were  lighted  ostensibly  to  relieve  Shaynor's 
cough.  Shaynor  sat  down  by  the  stove  in  front  of  the 
shrine  with  a  blanket  thrown  around  him.  He  was  to  sit  up 
all  night,  as  there  was  an  influenza  epidemic  raging,  and 
many  prescriptions  would  be  coming  in.  Then  we  have  more 
descriptive  writing : — 

Within,  the  flavours  of  cardamoms  and  chloric  ether  disputed 
those  of  the  pastilles  and  a  score  of  drugs  and  perfume  and 
soap  scents.    Our  electric  lights,  set  low  down  in  the  windows 

i  before  the  tun-bellied  Rosamond  jars,  flung  inward  three 
monstrous  daubs  of  red,  blue,  and  green,  that  broke  into  kaleido- 

J  scopic  lights  on  the  faceted  knobs  of  the  drug-drawers,  the  cut- 
glass  scent  flagons,  and  the  bulbs  of  the  sparklet  bottles.  They 
flushed  the  white- tiled  floor  in  gorgeous  patches,  splashed  along 
the  nickel-silver  counter-rails,  and  turned  the  polished  mahogany 
counter  panels  to  the  likeness  of  intricate  grained  marbles — slabs 
of  porphyry  and  malachite. 

Presently  Shaynor  took  some  paper  from  the  drawer ;  the 
compounder  gave  him  another  dose  of  the  wondrous  con- 
coction, and  the  consumptive  relapsed  into  a  trance.  In  the 
back  room  the  electrician  explained  the  theory  of  the 
Hertzian  waves  to  the  omnivorous  author,  and  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  shop  Shaynor  had  risen  to  his  feet  with  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  shrine,  and  startled  the  writer  by  quoting 
a  line  from  Keats's  "  Eve  of  St.  Agnes."  From  this  point  the 
tale  goes  on  to  describe  how  the  writer  watched  breathlessly 
|  while  Shaynor  evolved  unconsciously  and  with  "  inexplicable 
!  agony  "  a  stanza  of  the  "Eve  of  St.  Agnes,"  writing  on  the 
sheets  of  a  note-book.  The  theory  he  formed  of  the 
inspired  Shaynor  worked  out  thus  : — 

If  he  has  read  Keats,  it's  the  chloric  ether.  It  he  hasn't,  it's 
the  identical  bacillus,  or  Hertzian  wave  of  tuberculosis,  phis  Fanny 
Brand  and  the  professional  status  which,  in  conjunction  with  the 
main  stream  of  sub-conscious  thought,  common  to  all  mankind, 
has  produced,  temporarily,  the  induced  Keats. 

Each  line  was  laboriously  written  out  with  many  erasures, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  drug-drawers  were  searched  and 
"  New  Commercial  Plants "  and  Culpepper  consulted  to 
supply  appropriate  words.  When  the  last  line  had  been 
produced,  Shaynor  regained  consciousness,  and,  in  answer  to 
the  cautious  inquiries  of  the  writer,  made  it  clear  that  he 
had  never  heard  of  Keats,  or  knew  that  he  was  once  an 
apothecary.  The  story,  in  spite  of  its  technical  imper- 
fections, is  fascinating  by  reason  of  the  skilful  associatic  n 
of  ideas  leading  up  to  the  denouement.  But  it  condemns  in 
the  eyes  of  the  pharmacist  the  omniscience  of  the  Writer. 
Pharmacy  is  a  difficult  realm  for  the  outsider,  and  will 
remain  so  till  that  time 

When  the  Eudyards  cease  from  Kipling, 
And  the  Haggards  Pude  no  more. 
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Scientific  progress. 

West  Indian  Sandalwood  Oil. — Deussen  publishes 
(Arch,  der  Pliarm.,  1902,  288)  a  further  communication  on  the 
chemistry  of  this  oil,  which  is  not  the  product  of  one  of  the 
Santalacece,  but  of  a  species  of  Amyris.  A  series  of  distillations 
separated  the  oil  finally  into  the  following  six  fractions  : — 


B.P. 

Rotation 

Sp.  Gr. 

160°-163° 

+  18°  6' 

0-932 

163°-168° 

+  21°  31' 

0-945 

168°-173° 

+  21°  23' 

0-956 

173°-175° 

+  17°  53' 

0-966 

175°-178° 

+  14°  3' 

0-977 

178°-185° 

+ 14°  43' 

0-984 

Small  quantities  of  most  optically  inactive  bodies  were  obtained 
from  the  earlier  fractions  by  repeated  fractionations.  The  sesqui- 
terpenes of  the  oil  are  clearly  several  in  number.  The  chief  of 
these  appears  to  be  cadinene,  as  has  already  been  suggested,  but 
the  optical  rotation  is  lower  than  would  be  expected.  The  other 
sesquiterpenes  resemble  galipene,  caryophyllene,  and  guajene,  but 
were  not  prepared  in  a  state  which  ^ntitles  them  to  be  called 
pure,  so  that  at  present  comparisons  of  a  reliable  nature  are 
impossible. 

Copaiba  Resins.  — Under  the  title  "  Ueber  die  Copaiva- 
Balsame,"  E.  Keto  publishes,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Archiv  der 
Pharmazie,  a  detailed  account  of  his  researches  on  the  resins  of 
several  of  the  better  known  varieties  of  copaiba.  Maraicaibo 
balsam,  sp.  gr.  0'999,  was  first  examined.  The  separation  of 
the  resin  was  effected  as  follows  :  The  oleo-resin  was  dissolved  in 
ether  and  washed  with  a  0'5-per-cent.  aqueous  solution  of  caustic 
soda,  and  then  with  a  5-per-cent.  solution  of  sodium  carbonate. 
The  acids  extracted  by  the  carbonate  amounted  to  30  per  cent., 
and  from  them  the  author  separated  illuric  acid.  A  second  acid 
melting  at  90°  C.  was  found,  which  is  closely  similar  to  Strauss's 
metaeopaivic  acid.  The  neutral  resenes  were  not  examined  in 
detail,  but  the  author  states  that  the  fluoresence  is  due  to  an 
amorphous  brown  powder,  insoluble  in  petroleum  ether,  which  he 
was  able  to  isolate.  Para  balsam,  sp.  gr.  0'920,  gave  only  a  small 
amount  of  resin  acids  from  which  he  isolated  about  2  per  cent,  of 
paracopaivic  acid  of  the  formula  CjoHjaOj.  A  second  acid  forming 
long  crystalline  needles  was  found,  which  melted  at  142°-145°  C, 
and  had  the  formula  C1gH2305.  This  acid  he  terms  homopara- 
copaivic  acid.  A  sample  of  illurin  balsam  was  also  examined.  This 
had  a  sp.  gr.  0-9905,  and  the  main  acid  in  it  was  illuric  acid,  melt- 
ing at  128°-129°  C.,  and  having  a  specific  rotation  of  —  54'9°. 
Analyses  of  a  number  of  salts  of  this  acid  agree  in  assigning  to  it 
the  formula  Ca0H38O3.  Keto  sums  up  his  paper  by  saying  that 
these  oleo-resins  are  comparable  to  those  of  the  Coniferce,  stating 
that  the  latter  are  composed  of  essential  oils,  resenes,  and  resin 
acids.  But  this  comparison  is  not  strictly  accurate,  for  all  the 
latest  researches  on  the  resin  of  the  common  turpentines  go  to 
show  that  other  bodies  are  present. 


IRecent  patents. 


Gold  and  Silver  Pencils. — E.  Ruck  and  M.  Sussner 
Nuremberg,  Bavaria,  are  protected  in  the  making  of  gold  and 
silver  pencils  for  writing  or  drawing  from  the  following  or  a 
like  composition : — 

Stearin    60  parts 

"White  wax    40  parts 

Ceresin         ...       ...       ...       ...     20  parts 

Bronze  powder    200  parts 

Melt  together,  allow  to  cool,  and  press  into  sticks. 
(11,182,  1902.) 

Silvering  and  Gilding. — Miss  J.  Schiele,  11  Place  de  la 
Justice,  Brussels,  patents  a  process  of  silver  and  gold  plating 
which  does  not  need  that  the  metal  article  shall  first  be 
coppered.     In  place  of  the  copper  bath  the  following 
preparatory  bath  is  used  : — 

Sodium  pyrophosphate      ...       ...    500  grams 

Tin  protochloride  (crystals)  ...    100  grams 

Distilled  water         ...       ...       ...       9  litres 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Aluminium  nitrate  ...       ...       ...      50  grams 

Magnesium  nitrate  ...       ...       ...      50  grams 

Previously  dissolved  in 

Distilled  water    1  litre 

The  anode  used  with  the  bath  consists  of  thin  plates  of 
tin  and  aluminium,  the  object  to  be  plated  being  the  cathode. 
(9,438,  1902.) 


Chinos  tbat  Ifoappen— Sometimes. 


A  Rejected  Contribution. 

In  the  "  bonnie  wee  toon "  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay 

The  savants  of  pharmacy,  grim  in  array, 

Have  been  busy  discussing  by  night  and  by  day 

Grave  problems  of  utmost  import. 
There  was  Naylor  on  "alkaloids,"  Umney  on  "oils," 
And  with  Marshall  excitement  at  fever-heat  boils  — 
At  his  schemes  academic  good  Martin  recoils, 

And  many  more  snuffle  and  snort. 

Of  11  bittersweet "  Davis  appears  to  be  fond, 
While  Jowett  the  poplars  and  willows  has  conned, 
And  the  laborat'ry  notes  of  our  B.Sc.  Lond. 

Are  useful  and  frequent  and  free. 
But  Thomson  brought  trouble  by  mentioning  "  price  "— 
The  Elect  did  not  think  his  example  quite  nice, 
And  the  fracture  required  to  cement  it  a  spice 

Of  coaguline  "  F.  C.  J.  B." 

"What  with  Dobbin's  "elixir,"  Macdougald's  machine, 
Parr  and  Wright's  little  jottings  and  salinigrin, 
"  Urea  "  of  Tocher,  and  cannabinin, 

Our  minds  from  much  learning  we  turn, 
And  we  fly  for  relief  to  the  links  and  the  lawn, 
And  imbibe  alcoholic  solutions  till  dawn, 
And  to  no  academic  debates  can  be  drawn — • 

A  plethora  of  science  we  spurn. 

From  Leeds  comes  a  "  paper "  (depicted  above) 
To  create  a  diversion  and  yield  quantum  stiff. 
Of  ingenuous  mirth ;  but  a  frigid  rebuff 

Comes  from  stern  secretarial  gents. 
The  "  method  "  set  forth  is  apparently  one 
To  inform  us  how  turtle- distilling  is  done; 
But  a  whisper  has  come  that  it's  Reynolds's  fun, 
.Just  to  brighten  the  Philistines'  tents. 


Justness  Cbanges. 


Owing  to  the  improvement  of  Old  Town  Street,  Ply- 
mouth, Mr.  J.  Harvey  Bailey,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  to 
transfer  his  business  to  20  Ebrington  Street. 

Mr.  E.  Goodall  Hodges,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  dis- 
posed of  his  business  at  139  Kingsley  Road,  Princes  Park, 
Liverpool,  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Gray,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dale 
Street,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hogg,  chemist,  The  Bridge  End,  Bideford,  in 
consequence  of  the  pending  demolition  of  his  premises  for 
the  erection  of  new  municipal  buildings  and  a  "  Carnegie  " 
library,  will  shortly  remove  to  85  High  Street.  This  well- 
known  business  was  established  in  1808  by  the  present  Mr. 
Hogg's  grandfather. 

Mr.  Thos.  Arthur  White,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
the  Elm  Grove  Pharmacy,  Southsea,  has  acquired  the  busi- 
ness of  the  late  Mr.  F.  W.  Wheeler  in  Clarendon  Road.  Mr. 
White  is  now  the  proprietor  of  three  handsome  pharmacies 
in  Southsea,  as  he  already  had  a  branch-establishment 
at  171  Fawcett  Road. 
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©Nervations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xeaysbr. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 

revisited  the  scenes 
of  its  very  early  youth  last  week,  and,  it  must  be  confessed, 
concealed  most  successfully  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf  which 
it  should  have  displayed.  The  metaphor,  it  may  be  ex- 
plained, is  chosen  as  somewhat  appropriate  to  the  big  dose 
of  Scotch  botany  with  which  the  President  opened  the 
sessions.  Not  that  there  was  anything  sere  or  yellow  about 
him.  Mr.  Druce,  indeed,  refused  to  be  depressed  either  by 
the  science  in  which  he  has  dived  so  deeply,  by  the  apparent 
exhaustion  of  the  sources  of  discovery  by  predecessors  in  the 
study  of  the  Flora  Scotica,  by  the  "  straitened  lives  "  which, 
like  the  apothecaries  of  old,  we  pharmacists  of  the  twentieth 
century  have  to  live,  or  even  by  the  insolvent  condition  of 
the  Association  over  which  he  was  presiding. 
The  Treasurer,  Too, 

treated  with  easy  unconcern  the  fact  that 
"the  Conference  was  50Z.  in  debt."  "By  this  time  next 
year  he  hoped  they  would  be  out  of  debt."  Last  year  the 
Hon.  Treasurer  not  merely  hoped,  but  confidently  prophesied, 
that  this  year  the  Conference  would  be  clear  of  debt — an 
announcement  which  we  were  told  in  the  report  was  received 
with  hearty  applause.  Is  there  any  way  of  withdrawing  that 
hearty  applause  now  that  the  consideration  for  which  it  was 
given  has  failed  I  Seriously,  however,  the  situation  is  not 
promising.  The  effective  membership  of  the  Conference  as 
indicated  by  the  cash-book  is,  I  believe,  the  lowest  on  record 
since  the  Year-booh  was  given  to  subscribers.  In  the  early 
seventies  the  paying  members  numbered  nearly  2,000  ;  now 
they  are  well  under  1,000.  It  is  gratifying  in  the  circum- 
stances to  observe  the  gentleness  with  which  the  Bank  has 
treated  the  shorn  lamb,  as  witness  the  item  in  the  financial 
statement  "  Bank-charges,  Id." 
The  Most  Useful  Paper 

contributed  to  the  Conference  was 
the  one  by  Mr.  John  H.  Thomson,  of  Lochee,  on  "  The 
Manufacture  of  Galenicals  on  the  Ketail  Scale."  Mr.  Martin 
correctly  prognosticates  that  papers  like  this  one  will  stir 
up  strife  between  the  wholesale  and  retail  friends  of  the 
Conference.  He  suggests  that  in  the  Year-book  the  notes 
should  be  printed  without  prices,  like  this :  "  Compound 
tincture  of  camphor,  4  pints  (about  4§  lbs.)  is  made  [at  a 
cost  of  Is.  Vdd.  per  lb.]  ;  sp.  gr.  0  919."  The  proposal  is  that 
the  words  in  square  brackets  shall  be  omitted.  The  Executive 
Committee  will  have  to  settle  this  question  for  the  Year- 
hook,  but  I  fancy  they  will  hardly  venture  to  present  such  a 
mass  of  "  pie  "  as  Mr.  Thomson's  paper  will  be  without  his 
prices.  Meanwhile,  the  figures  having  been  printed  in  the 
journals,  masters  are  likely  to  recognise  more  generally  than 
they  have  done,  their  stern  duty  to  give  their  apprentices 
opportunities  of  practising  many  of  the  operations  of  phar- 
macy described  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  consideration 
that  this  duty  can  be  performed  profitably  will  not  deter 
them  from  obeying  their  consciences. 
Professor  Marshall's 

experience  in  a  chemist's  shop  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  where  he  says  he  spent  a  year, 
excites  some  degree  of  wonder.  The  mystery  lies  in  the 
strange  fact  that  a  man  with  such  a  keen  intellect  as  the 
Professor  has  proved  himself  to  possess  could  pass  a  year  in 
a  chemist's  shop  anywhere,  and  afterwards  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  University  career  with  a  degree  attached  to  it 
should  be  the  best  preparation  for  a  life  in  such  a  shop.  Mr. 
Martin  even,  who  has  insisted  more  than  anyone  on  the  duty 


laid  on  every  chemist  and  druggist  to  regard  pharmacy  as  a 
profession,  and  not  as  a  trade,  could  not  stand  this  evolution 
of  his  own  sentiments,  and  flatly  declared  that  he  for  one 
would  never  take  a  "B.Sc."  as  an  apprentice.  Most  chemists 
will  sympathise  with  that  very  definite  rejection  of  Professor 
Marshall's  proposals,  which,  it  must  be  understood,  were 
intended  to  apply  to  prospective  pharmacists  all  round,  and 
not  merely  in  exceptional  instances. 

Dr.  Paul's  Resignation 

of  the  editorship  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  announced  on  page  321,  is  an  event  which  will  be 
regretted  by  many  of  the  older  men  connected  with  British 
pharmacy  ;  it  is  the  younger  pharmacists  who  are  the  most 
difficult  to  satisfy  journalistically.  Dr.  Paul's  long  experi- 
ence of  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  especially  on  the  scientific 
side,  his  familiarity  with  all  the  events  which  have  agitated 
our  ranks  during  the  past  fifty  years,  and  his  acquaintance 
with  the  leading  pharmacists  of  this  country,  of  America, 
and  of  the  Continent,  have  given  him  a  special  competence 
which  no  salary  can  buy  elsewhere.  That  he  has 
managed  to  steer  a  fairly  straight  keel  amid  the  ever- 
shifting  currents  of  advice  and  direction  which  he  has 
no  doubt  received  from  a  long  series  of  Presidents  and 
Councils,  testifies  to  his  diplomatic  ability  ;  while  his  critical 
faculty  has  only  been  at  fault  when  it  has  come  into 
collision  with  his  loyalty  to  the  Society,  and  the  latter  of 
course  had  first  claim. 

The  "  Daily  Express" 

has  been  exciting  itself  considerably 
about  the  ethics  of  substitution,  and  has  launched  ridiculous 
charges  of  dishonesty  against  chemists  simply  because  the 
latter  prefer  to  sell  medicines  which  they  have  compounded 
themselves  to  those  which  come  to  them  as  secret  remedies. 
The  Express  articles  are  too  silly  to  deal  with  seriously. 
The  writer  either  cannot  or  does  not  choose  to  distinguish 
between  perfectly  fair  competition  with  no  deception,  and 
the  foolish  and  not  frequent  substitution  of  a  colourable 
imitation  of  an  article  asked  for.  If  the  Express's  abuse 
were  justified,  its  own  appearance  when  there  were  several 
other  halfpenny  dailies  in  the  field  was  both  impertinent  and 
dishonest. 

Randall  &  Son  (Limited) 

is  another  of  the  high-class  phar- 
macies which  has  found  it  convenient  to  "  convert."  In  this 
case  every  one  of  the  seven  signatories  is  a  "pharmaceutical 
chemist."  This  company  will,  no  doubt,  like  many  others  in 
pharmacy,  find  no  difficulty  in  fulfilling  the  condition  laid 
down  in  "  the  Bill"  by  always  having  qualified  men  only  as 
its  directors.  Is  it  not  a  merely  wanton  invitation  of  in- 
fluential opposition  to  its  Bill  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  to  require  that  not  even  such  a  company  shall  be 
permitted  to  describe  itself  as  chemists  and  druggists  1 

The  Adjournment  of  Parliament 

suggests  the  inquiry  whether 
we  chemists  are  better  or  worse  off  for  its  deliberations 
and  proceedings.  I  am  afraid  the  conclusion  must  be 
that  we  owe  no  thanks  to  our  legislators  so  far.  We  owe 
them,  first,  the  additional  penny  on  the  income-tax ;  next 
the  corn-duty,  which  adversely  affects  the  profit  on  a  few 
articles  we  sell ;  and,  thirdly,  the  Licensing  Act,  which, 
giving  to  magistrates  the  option  of  granting  or  refusing 
shop-licences,  will  assuredly  create  friction  when  they  come 
to  exercise  their  new  powers.  They  will,  no  doubt,  often 
make  it'  a  condition  with  chemists  that  they  shall  only  sell 
medicated  wines,  and  then  will  come  the  problem  of  defining 
medicated  wines.  They  will  probably,  also,  in  many 
instances  grant  a  licence  to  one  chemist  and  refuse  one  to 
his  competitor  for  no  obvious  reason. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Ok  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim., 

arc  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
(,S0LDIS,"  " OKOL,"  "  CREOGIDE,"  "  FORMITAS,"  " 0CHL0R,'' 
"KINCZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDt.ES," 
"SULPHUCATORS."  "  FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS."  "  FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROCEN, INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
CARBOLIC  FLUIDS,  POWDERS,  and  SOAPS. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "  How  to  Disinfect "  Book  will  be  sent  free  oh 
application  to — 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, E. 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT. 

"  Wherever  the 

PASTEUR 

(Cumberland)  FILTER 

has  been  applied  typhoid  fever  has  disappeared." 

The  Only  Filters  awarded  Grand  Prix, 
Paris,  1900. 

Sole  Makers:  J.  Defries  &  Sons,  Ld.,  1 47  Houndsditch,  London,  E.C. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

MINERAL  WATERS 

ARE   THE  [i] 

VERY  BEST. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 


Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER, 


"THERE  IS  BUT  ONE  WAY  OF 

-L     OBTAINING    BUSINESS  —  PUBLICITY.     BUT  ONE  WAY 
OF  GAINING  PUBLICITY  — ADVERTISING."    ILE3,  BAKER  &  CO. 
are  the  Advertising  Agents,  188  Strand,  W.O. 


Telephone  — 1793  Gerrard.       Telegrams—  "  Ilesixo  London." 


Ebttorial  Comments, 

The  Work  of  the  Federation. 

Now  that  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions is  showing  considerable  vitality,  it  may  be  interesting 
to  recall  its  origin  and  to  review  the  work  done  since  its 
formation.  The  incubation  of  the  Federation  -was  a  long 
and  difficult  process,  considerably  lengthened  by  secret  and 
mysterious  meetings,  but  we  think  we  are  correct  in  tracing- 
its  formation  to  a  conference  organised  by  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association  in  March,  1893.  At  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Nottingham  in  the  same  year, 
a  sort  of  preliminary  meeting  was  arranged  with  the  dele, 
gates  from  various  local  associations,  and  with  Mr.  C. 
Thompson,  of  Birmingham,  to  form  a  federation.  The 
meeting  was  a  private  one,  and  the  only  information 
vouchsafed  to  the  outer  world  was  that  the  Federation  was 
to  promote  unity  among  pharmacists  and  take  steps  towards 
the  better  protection  of  trade  interests.  Perhaps  the  fact  that 
the  Federation  was  launched  at  a  time  when  there  were  no 
particularly  burning  questions  about  accounted  for  the 
vagueness  and  want  of  novelty  of  the  objects.  Partly  as 
the  result  of  criticism  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  a 
somewhat  more  definite  statement  of  objects  was  issued,  a 
circular  being  sent  out  in  which  it  was  stated  that  unity 
was  the  great  object  aimed  at,  and  proposing  that  local 
associations  should  send  delegates  to  the  annual  meeting, 
to  be  held  at  the  same  time  as  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
pharmacy.  Mr.  H.  Kemp  (Manchester),  a  leading  spirit  in 
the  organisation,  further  explained  that  the  Federation 
intended  to  work  by  influencing  the  election  of  members  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  otherwise  to  be  a  useful 
handmaid  of  the  Society.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  time 
of  the  Oxford  Conference,  but  the  Federation  remained  in  a 
nebulous  condition  till  the  Bournemouth  meeting  in  1895, 
when  its  objects  were  first  definitely  stated.  It  was  at  this 
meeting  that  the  title  of  the  Association  was  decided  upon 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Executive  Committee  settled. 
It  was  even  stated  that  the  two  years'  inertia  was  in. 
tentional,  the  idea  being  to  elicit  opinions  and  suggestions. 
A  new  object  was  added  to  the  programme— that  of  advising 
and  assisting  in  the  promotion  of  local  combinations.  It 
sounds  amusing  at  this  time  that  a  body  which  could  not 
form  itself  should  be  ready  to  advise  as  to  the  establishment 
of  other  associations,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  all 
this  time  the  Federation  looked  upon  itself  very  seriously, 
and  imagined  it  was  exerting  an  influence  on  pharmaceutical 
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3VHJMFORB 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

22/  owt. 
21  /  owt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/cft 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Gleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

22/  cwt. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  E  S.S. 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  owt.l 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/owt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

1  8/ cwt.  I 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lo-wst.Gur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32  /  owt.l 

Finest  Pare 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/"I  ft  *!  Finest 
/IUlb.1  ARROWROOT 

1/lb- 

►J*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  mlleB  of  London] 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  I 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail  j 
London  at  above  prices.  
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opinion.    However,  to  Mr.  J.  Smith  (St.  Leonards)  is  probably 
due  the  first  practical  suggestion  put  before  the  Federation. 
He  suggested  that  resolutions  on  such  matters  as  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  and  company  pharmacy  should  be  framed  and 
submitted  to  local  associations  for  discussion,  and,  if 
approved  of,  sent  on  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  In 
1896,  with  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie   (Glasgow)  as  President,  an 
active  propaganda  was  decided  upon,  the  subjects  to  be 
placed  before  local  societies  being  whether  Associates  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  eligible  for  membership, 
and  whether  it  was  advisable  to  institute  an  intermediate 
examination  for  assistants.    The  first  of  these  objects  was 
accomplished  on  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amend- 
ment Act  in  1898,  but  whether  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
received  much  moral  stimulus  from  the  resolutions  on  the 
subject  with  which  it  was  bombarded  is  doubtful.  Mr. 
Thompson,  of   Birmingham,  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the 
Federation,  put  forward  the  question  of  the  territorial  repre- 
sentation of  chemists  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  He 
first  mooted  the  idea  in  1893,  and  in  .1896  showed  that  the 
scheme  if  adopted  would  do  wonders  in  uniting  pharmacists. 
This  is  the  scheme  which  still  has  considerable  attraction 
for  a  section  of  the  Federation  Committee.    In  1898  and 
1899,  at  Belfast  and  Plymouth,  secret  meetings  were  held,  at 
Belfast  resolutions  as  to  the  advisability  of  discontinuing 
ancient  trade-names  and  on  company  trading  were  passed^ 
whilst  the  Plymouth  meeting  is  memorable  for  the  fact  that 
the  Blackburn  representatives  (Messrs.  Shorrock  and  Gifford) 
brought  up  the  questions  of  the  chemist's  title  and  extension 
of    the  poison-schedule.     The  title   question  has  since 
developed  into  the  Test-case  discussion  which  occupies  so 
much  space  in  our  report  of  the  Federation  proceedings  this 
week.    Mr.  J.  Smith  (St.  Leonards)  was  elected  President  at 
the  Plymouth  meeting,  and  proposed  to  assist  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  by  nominating  local  secretaries,  the  objects 
of  the  Federation  being  altered  to  allow  of  this  being  done. 
A  circular  was  next  issued  to  all  local  secretaries  inquiring 
as  to  the  existence  of  or  necessity  for  establishing  local 
Associations.    The  objects   of  such  associations,   it  was 
explained,  were  to  discuss  trade  and  educational  matters, 
and  to  promote  good  feeling  amongst  local  chemists.  The 
Federation  also  organised  the  company-pharmacy  discussions 
which  were  a  feature  of  local  association  meetings  during 
the  winter  of  1899-1900.    The  annual  meeting  of  1900  was 
held  in  London,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  Federation  had 
during  the  year  been  the  means  of  getting  seventy-one  reso- 
lutions passed  and  forwarded  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
on  company-pharmacy  and  kindred  subjects.     So  far  the 
Federation  had  always  acted  as  the  handmaid  to  the  Society, 
but  in  1900,  under  the  secretaryship  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  the 
Federation  first  took  independent  action  by  sending  out,  at 
the  time  of  the  general  election,  circulars  asking  parlia- 
mentary candidates  to  support  legislation  to  restrict  the  use 
of  pharmaceutical  titles  and  the  dispensing  of  medicine  to 
qualified  men.    At  the  annual  meeting  in  Dublin  in  1901 
the  educational  side  of  pharmacy  was  taken  up.    A  very 
able  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Paterson  (Aberdeen)  on  "  Pro. 
vincial  Schools  of  Pharmacy,"  in  which  it  was  suggested  that 
pharmacy  did  not  get  its  share  of  public  technical-education 
money.    Mr.  Paterson's  idea  was  that  schools  of  pharmacy 
could  be  supported  in  the  country  by  means  of  "whisky" 
money  and  grants  from  the  parent  and  local  Pharmaceutical 
Societies.    The  other  matters  put  forward  at  Dublin  were 
the  advisability  of  a  compulsory  curriculum,  division  of  the 
Minor,  and  the  apprenticeship-question.    The  results  of  the 
discussions  by  local  Associations  are  so  ably  summarised  on 
page  351  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  them  here.  It 
only  remains  to  add  that  if  the  Federation  keeps  up  its 


present  vitality  and  independence  it  may  become  a  power  in 
pharmaceutical  politics  that  even  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
will  be  forced  to  listen  to  without  impatience. 


Anglo= French  Trade. 

The  annual  report  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Paris,  recently  issued,  contains  some  interesting  information 
regarding  trade  between  France  and  Great  Britain  during 
1901 ;  and  although  the  figures  quoted  are  subject  to  a  final 
revision,  which  will  not  be  available  until  October,  they  are 
sufficiently  accurate  for  the  purposes  of  comparison.  Not- 
withstanding that  1900  was  the  Exhibition  year,  both  the 
imports  and  exports   of  France  during  1901  showed  an 
increase.    The  total  imports  were  valued  at  188,580,000/., 
or  an  increase  of  670,000/.  over  1900.     Of  this  total,  the 
imports  from  Great  Britain  were  valued  at  26,694,000/.,  or 
14  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  being  a  decrease  of  291,000/.,  but 
of  2,640,000/.  compared  with  1899.    Coal  was  responsible 
for  a  decrease  of  514,000/.,  and  chemical  products  fell  off 
by  190,000/.    A  rather  disturbing  feature  is  the  fact  that 
the  items  of  import  sh  owing  increases  from  Great  Britain 
consist  principally  of  raw  materials,  which  indicate  the 
tendency  of  French  commerce  to  manufacture  at  home, 
relying  less  and  less  upon  imports  from  foreign  countries, 
that  being,  of  course,  the  object  of  the  strong  protectionist 
policy.    Moreover,  the  decreases  in   individual  items  of 
import  are  (except  as  regards  coal)  in  manufactured  goods. 
It  is  consoling  to  know,  however,  that,  notwithstanding  our 
decline  in  exports  last  year,  we  still  continue  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal supplier  of  France,  with  the   United  States  and 
Germany  occupying  the  second  and  third  positions  respec- 
tively.   The  total  exports  from  France  last  year  amounted 
to  166,616,000/.— an  increase  of  2,198,000/.— of  which  30  per 
cent,  of  the  total  (viz.,  50,500,000/.)  represented  goods  sent 
to  this  country,  being  an  increase  of  1,462,000/.  over  the 
previous  year.    The  chief  gains  were  in  woollens,  silks, 
millinery,  and  the  like.     We   are   again  France's  best 
customer,  being  closely  followed  by  Belgium,  Germany,  and 
the  United  States.    Of  articles  connected  with  the  drug- 
trade  we  find  France  bought  from   us  282,000  kilos,  of 
bismuth  and  its  salts,  against  265,000  kilos,  in  1900.  The 
decreases  of  imports  from  Great  Britain  included — 


1901 

1900 

Chemical  products        ...  tons 

Fixed  oils  kilos. 

Musk    „ 

Medicinal  plants  and  herbs  „ 

73,993 
2,345,000 
118 
435,300 

80,940 
4,345,000 
132 
491,400 

On  the  other  hand,  exports  of  similar  products  to  this 
country  showed  the  following  increases  : — 

1901 

1900 

Chemical  products        ...  tons 
Essential  and  fixed  oils  ...  kilos. 
Medicinal  plants  and  herbs  „ 

30,647 
9,920,300 
2,091,300 

28,193 
6,889,400 
1,818,700 

Perfumes  showed  a  decrease  from  771,200-  kilos,  to  766,400 
kilos,  in  1901.  The  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Paris 
deserves  more  support  than  it  now  gets  from  home  houses, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  France  has  done  a  thriving 
foreign  trade  during  the  past  two  years,  and  is  a  good 
customer  of  this  country.  A  proof  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
Chamber  is  found  in  the  fact  that  on  its  initiative  the 
British  Government  appointed  a  vice-consul  at  Lille.  The 
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report  of  the  Chamber  is  excellent  testimony  to  the  utility  of 
the  Chamber,  and  it  cannot  fail  to  sustain  that  amicable 
feeling  which  should  exist  between  the  business-men  of  two 
important  countries,  who  rely  upon  each  other  to  so  large  an 
extent. 


Wine=licences. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Wine  and  Beer  House  Act, 
1869,  the  granting  of  an  "  off  "  wine-licence  was  obligatory 
on  the  part  of  the  magistrate  unless  (1)  the  applicant  failed 
to  produce  satisfactory  evidence  of  good  character ;  (2)  the 
house  or  shop  was  of  a  disorderly  character  or  frequented 
by  bad  characters  ;  (3)  the  applicant  had  previously  forfeited 
a  licence  by  misconduct ;  or  (4)  the  applicant  or  house  in 
respect  of  which  he  applies  was  not  duly  qualified  as  by 
law  required.  In  the  last-mentioned  case  the  Justices  were 
required  to  specify  in  writing  the  grounds  of  their  decision. 
The  Licensing  Act,  1902,  which  received  Koyal  assent  last 
week,  in  a  measure  repeals  the  above  provisions  and  increases 
the  powers  of  justices  as  to  granting  off-licences.  Clause  2  of 
Section  10  enacts  that,  "notwithstanding anything  contained 
in  Section  8  of  the  Wine  and  Beerhouse  Act,  1869,  and  in 
Sections  69  and  74  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1872,  the  Licensing 
Justices  shall  be  at  liberty  in  their  free  and  unqualified  dis- 
cretion, except  as  hereinafter  provided,  either  to  refuse  a 
licence  for  the  sale  of  beer,  wine,  spirits,  liqueurs,  sweets, 
or  cider  by  retail,  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises,  on  any 
grounds  appearing  to  them  sufficient,  or  to  grant  a  licence  to 
such  persons  as  they  deem  fit  and  proper."  The  exception 
referred  to  above  is  in  regard  to  licences  in  force  on 
June  25,  1902,  which  the  Justices  are  required  to  renew, 
except  on  one  or  more  of  the  grounds  specified  in  the  1869 
Act,  or  if  "the  licensee  has  sold  surreptitiously  under  such 
licence,  or  has  assisted  in  concealing  or  misrepresenting  the 
nature  of  the  goods  sold  under  such  licence,  or  has  in  any 
other  way  in  the  opinion  of  the  Licensing  Justices  been 
guilty  of  misconduct  in  the  management  of  his  business  under 
the  licence."  Comparatively  few  modifications  were  made  in 
the  Act  during  its  passage  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
although  there  were  several  drastic  amendments  proposed. 
Mr.  Lewis  wanted  to  provide  that  the  Licensing  Justices 
should  be  at  liberty  in  their  free  and  unqualified  discretion 
to  refuse  licences,  but  to  Mr.  Cripps  is  due  the  provision  that 
licences  in  force  at  the  commencement  of  the  Act  can  only 
be  refused  on  one  or  more  of  the  grounds  specified  in  the 
older  Act.  The  general  annual  licensing  meetii.g,  which  is 
usually  held  in  the  autumn,  will  not  be  held  this  year, 
Section  14  providing  that  the  meeting  shall  be  held  "  within 
the  first  fourteen  days  of  the  month  of  February  in  each 
year,  and  every  adjournment  thereof  shall  be  held  within 
one  month  of  the  date  of  the  general  annual  licensing 
meeting."  Every  justices'  licence  in  force  on  October  10 
will  be  renewed  upon  production  of  the  licence  and  the 
payment  of  half-fees,  and  be  in  force  till  April  5,  1903. 
These  are  the  chief  points  in  the  new  Act  of  interest  to 
chemists,  but  it  may  be  noted  that  a  provision  is  inserted 
that  a  justice  shall  not  be  disqualified  from  acting  under  the 
various  Licensing  Acts  by  reason  only  of  his  being  interested 
in  a  railway  company  which  is  a  retailer  of  intoxicating 
liquor.  The  provisions  noted  above  are  contained  in  Part  II. 
of  the  Act.  Part  I.  is  an  amendment  of  the  law  as  to  drunken- 
ness, and  one  of  the  clauses  forbids  persons  declared  to  be 
habitual  drunkards  from  obtaining  intoxicating  liquors,  or 
licensees  from  supplying  such  persons.  Part  III.  provides 
for  the  registration  of  clubs  in  which  intoxicants  are  upplied 
either  to  members  or  their  guests,  a  signed  statement  having 
to  be  submitted  by  the  secretary  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Justices 


every  year.  The  provisions  of  Parts  I.  and  III.  do  not  come 
in  force  till  January  1,  1903. 


Industrial  Warfare. 

The  grumblers  in  pharmacy  who  are  for  ever  bewailing  their 
parlous  state  and  raging  against  the  cutters  are  apt  to  over- 
look the  fact  that  their  fellow-tradesmen  may  be  in  even  a 
worse  condition.  The  growth  of  company-trading,  it  must 
be  remembered,  is  not  confined  to  pharmacy,  but  is  only 
part  of  an  economic  movement  proceeding  everywhere  in 
commerce,  and  if  reports  are  correct  our  friend  the  grocer  is 
in  a  worse  predicament  than  ourselves.  At  present  there  is 
a  bitter  struggle,  indicative  of  what  is  going  on  all  over  the 
country,  between  the  retail  tradesmen  and  the  co-operative 
societies  at  St.  Helens.  In  this  struggle  the  grocery-trade 
predominates,  for  it  is  the  grocers  that  are  most  seriously 
threatened.  The  process  of  attrition  to  which  the  individual 
or  "single-shop"  grocer  has  been  subjected  by  his  position 
between  "  company  "  shops  and  the  co-operative  movement 
is  like  to  wear  him  out  of  existence.  During  the  past  fifty 
years  the  condition  of  all  trades  has  undergone  complete 
change.  This  is  inevitable,  and  it  is  suggestive  that  a  well- 
informed  Times  correspondent,  who  appears  to  know  the 
grocery-trade  from  the  inside,  declares  that  the  grocer  of 
the  present  day  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  vendor  of  packet 
goods,  the  "  art  and  mystery  "  of  his  calling  having  entirely 
disappeared.  Students  of  pharmaceutical  polemics  will  recog- 
nise this  condition  as  one  persistently  put  forward  as  exactly 
analogous  to  that  of  the  present-day  pharmacist,  but  he 
may  be  thankful  that  the  co-operative  movement  does  not 
touch  him  quite  so  acutely.  According  to  recent  statistics, 
co-operation,  especially  in  northern  counties,  has  advanced 
by  leaps  and  bounds  within  recent  years.  In  1883  the 
1,051  societies  that  were  registered  reported  sales  of  goods 
amounting  to  18,540,000/.  In  1900  there  were  extant 
1,439  societies,  and  their  sales  had  risen  to  50.053  567/.  In 
the  former  year  the  membership  amounted  to  627.625,  in  the 
latter  to  1,707,011.  The  habitat  of  these  societies  is  found 
in  the  great  manufacturing  centres.  Leeds  has  a  co-operative 
society  with  over  eighty  branches,  doing  a  grocery  business 
of  over  l-.OOO.OOOZ.  a  year.  Bolton  has  a  society  with  sales 
of  over  500,000/. ;  Manchester  and  Salford  have  organisations 
with  a  trade  exceeding  600,000/. ;  while  in  the  South  of 
England  Plymouth  has  a  co-operative  society  doing  business 
to  the  extent  of  500,000/.  per  annum.  The  St.  Helens 
society,  which  began  in  a  modest  way  in  1883,  now  has  a 
membership  of  9,000;  the  latest  balance-sheet  shows 
sales  amounting  to  61,708'.  for  the  quarter,  and  net 
profits  of  8,926!.,  yielding  2;.  lOi.  in  the  pound  cn 
members'  purchases,  returned  to  them  as  dividends. 
The  society  has  recently  bought  a  large  property  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  with  an  area  of  30,000  feet,  and  added 
drapery,  meat,  baking,  furnishing,  and  other  departments  to 
the  original  grocery  and  provision  store.  In  Glasgow  a 
Traders'  Defence  Society  was  formed  by  the  retailers  some 
years  ago  to  oppose  the  co-operative  movement  then  rampant 
in  that  city,  and  it  apparently  was  successful.  The  St. 
Helens  shopkeepers,  following  this  example,  have  initiated 
a  defence  association,  and  have  issued  a  manifesto,  which 
suggests  the  boycotting  of  all  who  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  stores.  An  official  organ  has  also  been  started  to  help 
them  in  a  movement  which  is  intended  to  compass  the  whole 
country.  The  success  of  the  venture  is  undoubtedly 
desirable,  but  the  combinations  of  large  capital  and  the 
popularity  of  co-operative  systems  are,  we  fear,  too  wide- 
spread and  powerful  to  be  easily  checked. 
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THE   POST-OFFICE  IN  1901-1902. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  report,  just  issued  by  the  Post- 
master-General, is  an  interesting  document.  The  total 
number  of  postal  packets  delivered  in  the  United  Kingdom 
shows  an  increase  of  52  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year, 
and  an  average  of  942  per  head  of  the  population.  Regis- 
tered letters  showed  an  increase  of  6  per  cent.,  and  parcels  of 
14-8  per  cent.  The  growth  of  service  by  special  messengers 
has  been  very  rapid,  2,500  messengers  having  been  summoned 
by  telephone  for  this  purpose,  while2,150  letters  were  dictated 
by  telephone  to  a  post-office  to  be  sent  out  by  express 
messengers.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  common  to  put 
senders'  names  on  prepaid  \d.  packets,  so  as  to  ensure  return. 
179/.  in  cash  and  3,434Z.  in  cheques  were  posted  without 
address,  while  over  1,000Z.  in  coin  was  found  loose  in  the 
post.  A  half-sovereign,  which  had  evidently  been  used  to 
seal  a  parcel,  was  found  adhering  to  the  wax  when  the 
parcel  arrived  in  London.  As  an  experiment,  a  number  of 
book-packets  simply  addressed  "The  Householder,"  were 
delivered  one  by  one  in  a  certain  district  by  postmen,  and 
the  system  found  to  work  well.  The  senders  were  saved  the 
trouble  of  addressing,  and  the  Post  Office  was  relieved  of  the 
necessary  sorting.  The  telegraphic  money-order  system  is 
fast  growing  in  popularity,  and  the  value  of  postal  orders 
has  increased  by  9  51  per  cent.  Telegrams  show  a  slight 
increase  in  numbers,  but  a  decrease  in  revenue.  Sixteen 
new  trunk-wire  telephone  centres  have  been  added,  and 
though  the  messages  were  more  the  revenue  was  practically 
the  same.  A  number  of  new  telephone  exchanges  are  being 
opened,  and  330  miles  of  underground  cable  are  now  in  use. 
In  connection  with  the  health  of  the  Post  Office  staff,  steps 
have  been  taken  to  guard  against  all  practices  tending  to 
the  spread  of  consumption. 

PHARMACITIS. 

In  our  issue,  of  August  9  we  referred  to  an  attack  of  phar- 
macitis  from  which  the  Medical  Times  and  Hospital  Gazette 
was  suffering.  Since  then  the  disease  has  not  abated,  but 
has  spread.  In  "  Co-operative  Reforms  "  II.  and  III.  we  find 
that  the  proposed  pharmacy,  which  was  to  do  away  with  the 
evil  of  the  prescribing  chemist,  has  developed  itself  into  an 
out-patient  department  and  a  nursing-home.  With  these 
developments  of  the  scheme  we  need  not  concern  ourselves 
—unless  it  be  to  speculate  to  what  extent  this  plan  of  a 

universal  medical-supply  depot  will  eventually  be  carried  

but  we  append  a  few  extracts  from  the  articles  in  question 
to  show  that  the  original  disease  still  lurks,  and  breaks  out  at 
intervals : — 

A  co-operative  pharmacy,  we  have  shown,  .  .  .  would  be  a 
potent  means  of  preventing  the  competition  of  the  prescribing 
chemist,  .  .  .  would  enable  medical  practitioners  to  have  their 
prescriptions  dispensed  without  that  abuse  to  which  prescriptions 
are  notoriously  subjected,  and  without  the  expense  of  maintaining 
a  separate  dispenser  and  dispensary  of  their  own.  .  .  .  The 
prestige  which  such  a  pharmacy  would  quickly  gain  would  cer- 
tainly to  a  large  extent  prevent  the  continuance  of  prescribing  by 
chemists,  and  the  very  great  losses  thereby  occasioned  to  qualified 
medical  practitioners. 

Referring  to  first  aid  to  the  sick  and  injured,  the  writer  of 
the  article  again  speaks  of  the  "province  usurped  by  the 
chemist."  To  accuse  chemists  of  "usurping"  a  province 
which  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  is  forced  upon  them  against 
their  will,  well  shows  the  extent  of  the  hallucination  under 
which  our  contemporary  is  suffering,  and  the  spread  of  the 
disease  which  we  diagnosed  a  fortnight  ago. 

"SEE  THAT  YOU  GET  IT." 

The  halfpenny  dailies  have  lately  been  taking  up  the  cry 
against  "  substitution "  in  a  somewhat  hysterical  manner. 
According  to  the  Daily  Express  the  substitutor  is  a  "  dis- 
honest trader,"  who  supplies  "  articles  of  inferior  quality  in 
order  to  increase  his  profits."     These  inferior  articles  are 


said  to  prejudice  the  demand  for  the  genuine  article ;  just, 
we  fancy,  as  the  halfpenny  papers  may  prejudice  the  demand 
for  the  high-class  dailies.  According  to  our  contemporary, 
it  is  a  grevious  sin  on  the  part  of  the  retailer  to  attempt  to 
increase  his  profits ;  the  only  people  who  should  be  allowed 
to  do  so  are  the  patent-medicine  manufacturers.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  discredit  the  "  just-as- 
good  "  chemist,  albeit  a  somewhat  elephantine  attempt,  and 
we  fear  the  patent-medicine  man  will  cry,  "  Save  me  from 
my  friends."  There  is  consolation  for  the  pharmacist,  how- 
ever, in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Express  article,  for  it  says 
that  the  proprietors  of  a  certain  effervescent  salt  have  pro- 
tected themselves  against  substitution  by  supplying  their 
preparation  only  to  qualified  chemists.  Pharmacists  may 
therefore  take  heart  of  grace,  for  it  is  evidently  not  they  who 
are  described  as  dishonest  traders. 

A   GLAIRIN  DISCOVERY. 

The  relative  value  of  natural  and  artificial  mineral  waters 
was  brought  forward  by  Professor  Liebreich,  of  Berlin,  and 
fully  discussed  by  the  members,  at  the  section  of  pharma- 
cology at  the  recent  British  Medical  Association  meeting. 
The  lecturer  refused  to  believe  that  mineral  waters  artificially 
made  from  the  data  of  chemical  analysis  were  of  the  same 
therapeutic  value  as  those  obtained  naturally  from  the 
springs.  Various  reasons  were  given,  among  others  the 
presence  in  natural  waters  of  a  colloid  substance  known  as 
glairin.  Recent  work  on  the  properties  of  metals  in  the 
colloidal  condition — a  condition  in  which  they  could  not  be 
present  in  artificial  waters — was  of  interest  in  this  connec- 
tion, and  might  have  some  bearing  on  the  matter.  Attention 
was  also  drawn  to  the  work  of  Nageli  and  others  upon  the 
physiological  action  of  minute  and  chemically  unrecognis- 
able quantities  of  certain  substances — as,  for  instance, 
copper ;  and  for  this  reason  it  was  thought  that  the  chemical 
analysis  of  a  natural  water  afforded,  although  the  best 
available,  still  not  entirely  trustworthy  data  for  the  arti- 
ficial manufacture  of  medicinal  waters.  It  is  held  by  some 
that  the  chief  virtue  of  medicinal  waters  lies  in  the  sur- 
roundings of  the  spring  and  the  conditions  under  which  they 
are  imbibed  ;  but  from  Professor  Liebreich's  paper  it  would 
appear  that  there  is  something  more,  and  that  in  the  waters 
themselves — a  something  which  cannot  be  detected,  even 
by  the  skilled  analyst,  but  which  undoubtedly  exercises  a 
distinct  therapeutic  action. 

BRITISH  v.   GERMAN  CONSULS. 

The  comparative  efficiency  of  the  German  and  English 
consular  systems  has  been  discussed  in  the  halfpenny  Press 
lately,  and  further  light  on  the  question  has  been  thrown  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Whittall,  President  of  the  British  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Turkey.  After  experience  ranging  over  half  a 
century,  he  sums  up  the  difference  between  the  two  sets  of 
officials  in  the  statement  that  whereas  the  German  Consul 
makes  a  point  of  regularly  consulting  the  German  merchants 
of  Constantinople,  the  British  Consul  expects  to  be  waited 
upon.  Many  of  our  Consuls  affect  to  have  a  soul  above 
commerce.  "  I  have  known  some  of  our  Consuls  who  aped 
the  airs  of  Ambassadors,  and  regarded  themselves  as  born 
only  to  carry  out  high  diplomatic  missions."  The  natural 
result  is  that  they  do  not  give  their  personal  attention  to 
commercial  matters,  but  relegate  them  to  their  dragomen. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  Foreign  Office  appointments 
are  not  determined  by  the  merits  of  the  candidates,  but  by 
their  ability  to  command  influence,  there  is  nothing  strange 
in  these  revelations. 

Increase  op  Colombian  Import-duties.— The  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Washington  has  received  translation  of  a 
decree  increasing  the  Colombian  Customs-duties  50  per  cent, 
on  all  classes  of  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  the 
country.    The  increase  took  effect  on  July  1. 

C 


344 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  23,  1902 


Conference  Cbat. 


THE  excursion  to  Comrie  and  St.  Fillans  on  Thursday, 
August  14,  was  a  very  enjoyable  affair.  The  great 
majority  of  the  company  sailed  to  Perth  on  the  screw- 
steamer  Thistle,  and  many  considered  this  part  of  the  trip 
not  the  least  enjoyable.  A  minority  journeyed  to  Perth  by 
rail,  and  from  thence  the  entire  party  went  by  special  train 
to  Comrie,  which  was  reached  shortly  after  1  o'clock. 

*  *  *  * 

About  230  sat  down  to  an  excellent  lunch  in  Comrie  Public 
Hall.  Mr.  Charles  Kerr,  President  of  the  Local  Committee, 
was  in  the  chair,  with  Col.  Williamson,  of  Lawers,  Messrs. 
G.  C.  Druce,  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  S.  R.  Atkins,  N.  H. 
Martin,  and  R.  Bremridge  on  his  right ;  and  Messrs.  T.  H. 
W.  Idris,  J.  C.  Umney,  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  and  P.  Ransom  on 
his  left.  In  submitting  "  The  King,"  Mr.  Kerr  said  he  could 
claim  his  Majesty  as  a  fellow-student,  for  he  remembered 
sitting  beside  him  at  the  chemistry  classes  in  the  University, 
witnessing  the  demonstrations  of  Professor  Lyon  Playfair. 
"  The  Queen  "  having  been  likewise  honoured,  the  Chairman 
introduced  the  Laird  of  Lawers.  Col.  Williamson,  the  Grand 
Old  Man  of  Comrie,  who  gave  "  Success  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference." 

*  *  *  * 

The  courtly  Colonel,  who  bears  his  72  years  exceeding- 
well,  welcomed  the  Conference  to  Comrie.  He  spoke  of  such 
Conferences  as  of  great  importance  to  the  community,  and 
of  chemists  as  being  reputable  gentlemen.  He  particularly 
noted  the  presence  of  Mr.  James  Stobie,  the  Comrie  chemist, 
who  supplied  such  excellent  drugs,  he  said,  that  they  make 
an  old  man  feel  quite  young  again.  He  urged  the  Conference  | 


to  take  up  public  questions,  such  as  the  supply  of  pure  water 
and  the  better  housing  of  the  working  classes.  Mr.  Druce, 
replying,  considered  it  a  disgrace  to  this  country  that  a  body 
of  men  brought  into  being  by  legislation  should  receive  the 
cold  support  it  did  from  the  Legislature.  Pharmacists  must 
not  sit  down  and  do  nothing,  but  see  to  it  that  the  public 
know  of  their  grievances,  in  order  that  much  injustice  might 
be  redressed.  "  The  Local  Committee "  was  given  by  Mr. 
Idris,  and  the  Chairman  replied.  In  his  most  racy  style  Mr. 
Atkins  gave  "  The  Ladies,"  which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr. 

James  Russell  in  a  sentence. 

*  *  *  * 

After  luncheon,  coaches  and  brakes  conveyed  the  company 
to  St.  Fillans,  the  heather-clad  hills  and  placid  Loch  Earn 
coming  in  for  much  admiration  on  the  way.  Some  of  the 
visitors  boated  on  the  loch,  others  snapshotted,  and  the  ex- 
President  and  some  others  botanised.  A  great  proportion  of 
the  company,  chiefly  young  and  masculine,  according  to 
the  Dundee  Advertiser's  lady  correspondent,  confined  their 
scientific  researches  to  "  the  rosebud  garden  of  girls,"  with 
whom  they  exchanged  flowers  of  speech  and  botanical 
specimens,  principally  of  white  heather. 

*  *  *  * 

The  group-photograph  below  was  taken  by  the  Raeburn 
Portrait  Studio,  18  Princes  Street,  Perth,  from  whom  copies 
of  the  original  photograph  (12  inches  by  10  inches)  may  be 
obtained  by  those  desirous  of  adding  to  their  collections,  for 
3s.,  post  free.  The  group  on  the  opposite  page  is  likewise 
excellently  finished.  The  photographer  was  Mr.  Edwin 
Fraser,  156  Nethergate,  Dundee,  and  he  offers  to  supply 
copies  (15  inches  by  12  inches)  at  3s.  each.  This  group  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  we  have  seen,  the  portraits  in  the 
majority  of  cases  being  sharp  and  distinct. 


Photo  taken  at  Comrie  on  the  Excursion^Day  by  the  Raeburn  Portrait  Studio,  Perth. 
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fIDore  Conference  papers. 


'THE  following  are  the  papers  which  we  were  compelled  to 
L  hold  over  from  our  report  of  the  Conference  proceedings 
last  week : — 

The  Volumetric  Determination  of  Sodium 
Phosphate  and  Arsenate. 

By  F.  K.  Dudderidge,  F.C.S.,  and  J.  S.  Hill, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898,  states  that  when  sodium 
phosphate  is  "  heated  to  dull  redness  it  loses  6284  per  cent, 
of  its  weight,"  which  corresponds  to  a  purity  of  100  per  cent, 
of  Na2HP04,12H20.  For  sodium  arsenate  it  inserts  a  volu- 
metric process  using  lead  acetate,  which  is  generally 
considered  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia 
determines  the  acidity  of  phosphoric  acid  by  neutralising  it 
with  alkali  in  the  presence  of  phenolphthalein,  neutralisa- 
tion taking  place  when  two-thirds  of  the  hydrogen  has  been 
displaced.  Squire  also  refers  to  this  process,  and  the 
authors  of  this  note  have  found  it  to  work  satisfactorily.  If 
methyl-orange  be  substituted  for  phenolphthalein,  neutralisa- 
tion occurs  when  one  hydrogen  atom  has  been  replaced, 
and  cochineal  behaves  like  methyl-orange,  as  might  have 
been  expected.  The  authors  consider  that  this  process  might 
be  substituted  with  advantage  for  the  present  official 
gravimetric  method  in  which  lead  oxide  is  used.  As  sodium 
phosphate  is  neutral  to  phenolphthalein  but  alkaline  to 
methyl-orange,  they  tried  whether  by  neutralising  it  with 
volumetric  sulphuric  acid  in  presence  of  methyl-orange 
according  to  the  equation — 

2Na,HP04,12H20  +  H2S04  =  2NaH2P04  +  Na2S04  +  24H20 

— accurate  results  could  be  obtained.  These  results  were 
checked  by  determination  of  loss  of  water  at  dull  redness 
as  directed  in  the  B.P.,  and  also  by  gravimetric  determina- 
tion of  the  phosphoric  acid  by  means  of  magnesia  mixture 
and  weighing  it  as  magnesium  pyrophosphate  in  the  usual 
manner,  three  determinations  being  made  in  each  process. 
The  sodium  phosphate  used  was  labelled  "  Pure  Sodium 
Phosphate."  The  simplicity  of  the  method  and  the  uni- 
formity of  the  results  are  shown  by  the  subjoined  figures : — 


Found 
per  Cent. 
f(l)  62-77 

(a)  Loss  of  water  on  ignition    <  (2)  62'86 

1(3)  62-70. 

(b)  Determination  of  P04  as  f  (1)  98-26 

Mg2P207  and  calculated-^  (2)  97'20 
to  Na2HP04,12H20  ( (3)  99-46. 
(e)  Determination  volumetri-  f  (1)  99'75" 
cally  using  «  H2S04  in-!  (2)  99'84 
presence  of  methyl-orange  v.  (3)  99'15_ 


Calculated 
per  Cent. 

62-84 


100 
100 


Owing  to  the  high  molecular  weight  of  the  salt,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  not  less  than  3  grams  in  strong  solution 
for  analysis,  as  the  end-reaction,  although  quite  distinct  if 
normal  sulphuric  acid  is  used,  is  less  characteristic  with  a 
weaker  acid. 

The  authors  have  also  tried  the  process  with  sodium 
arsenate  with  equally  good  results.  Quite  3  grams  of  the 
crystallised  salt  or  its  equivalent  of  the  anhydrous  must  be 
used  in  fairly  strong  solution  for  each  determination  to  get 
a  sharp  end-reaction :  owing  to  the  weakness  of  liquor  sodii 
arsenatis  too  vague  end-reactions  are  obtained  with  it. 
The  authors  tried  to  determine  the  amount  of  phosphate 
in  ferri  phosphas  B.P.,  and  of  arsenate  in  ferri  arsenas  B.P., 
by  boiling  a  weighed  quantity  with  excess  of  volumetric 
sodium  hydroxide,  diluting  to  a  given  volume,  filtering  off 
an  aliquot  part,  neutralising  in  presence  of  phenolphthalein, 
then  adding  methyl-orange  and  titrating  with  normal 
sulphuric  acid  until  neutral,  but  none  of  these  experiments 
yielded  satisfactory  results.  They  noted  the  presence  of  a 
large  quantity  of  sodium  sulphate  in  a  sample  of  dried 
sodium  phosphate  which  they  examined  a  few  months  ago. 

Mr.  Naylor,  commenting  on  the  last  paper,  said  the  same 
process  had  been  described  by  Mr.  John  Hodgkin  to  the 
Conference  at  Cardiff. 


Variations  in  the  Occurrence  of  Saiicin  and 
Salinigrin  in  Different  Willow  and  Poplar  Barks. 

By  H.  A.  D.  Joavett,  D.Sc,  and  C.  E.  Potter,  B.Sc. 

In  a  paper  communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society  (Journ. 
Chew,.  Soc,  1900,  77,  707 ;  C.  $  D..  April  14,  1900,  page  617). 
it  was  shown  by  Dr.  Jowett  that  the  glucoside  obtained  from 
an  unknown  species  of  Salix  was  not  saiicin,  but  a  new 
substance  which  was  named  salinigrin.  It  differed  from 
saiicin  by  yielding  on  hydrolysis,  besides  glucose,  meta- 
hydroxy-benzaldehyde  instead  of  orthohydroxy-benzyl 
alcohol.  The  chemical  relationship  existing  between  the 
two  glucosides  is  shown  by  their  constitutional  formula; : — 


OC6Hn05 
\.CH2OH 


\ 

Saiicin 


OC6Hu05 


Salinigrin 


CHO 


The  name  salinigrin  was  chosen  because  the  bark  from  which 
it  was  obtained  had  been  supplied  as  "  black  willow,"  though 
its  identity  with  Salix  nigra  was  doubtful.  In  order  to 
determine,  if  possible,  the  exact  botanical  source  of  Ssali- 
nigrin,  a  considerable  number  of  different  species  of  Salix  and 
Pqpulus — both  European  and  American — were  collected  and 
examined.  At  the  same  time  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
determine  which  species  contain  saiicin  or  populin.  %  Mr. 
E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S.,  the  Directors  of  the  Botanic  Gardens 
of  Cambridge,  Kew,  and  Edinburgh,  and  the  Director  of  the 
Missouri  Botanical  Garden,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  U.S.A.,  assisted 
in  collection  and  identification.  From  the  account  of  saiicin 
in  "  Die  Glykoside  "  by  Van  Rijn  (pages  143  et  seq.)  it  appears 
that  saiicin  has  been  found  in  thirteen  species  of  Salix  and 
four  species  of  Populm,  whilst  it  was  not  present  in  eight 
species  of  Salix  and  seven  of  Populus  examined.  In  these 
experiments,  however,  it  would  appear  that  only  one  factor 
was  considered — viz.,  that  of  different  species.  There  are  at 
least  three  other  factors  which  may  influence  the  presence 
of  saiicin  in  the  tree — viz.,  locality,  time  of  collection,  and 
sex  of  the  tree. 

Method  of  Examination  of  the  Barli. 

A  convenient  quantity  of  the  bark,  not  exceeding  1,000  grams, 
was  extracted  by  boiling  with  water  for  from  three  to  four  hours. 
The  infusion  was  strained,  the  marc  pressed,  and  the  whole  liquid 
then  evaporated  to  a  low  bulk,  generally  about  1  litre.  To  the 
concentrated  extract  a  quantity  of  lead  acetate,  equal  in  weight  to 
10  per  cent,  of  the  bark  taken,  was  added,  the  mixture  boiled  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  set  aside.  After  standing  for  half  an  hour  it  was 
strained  through  calico,  and  the  precipitate  well  washed  with 
water.  The  nitrate  was  then  saturated  with  hydrogen  sulphide  to 
remove  excess  of  lead  acetate,  the  lead  sulphide  filtered  off,  and 
well  washed  with  hot  water.  The  filtrate  and  washings  were  next 
evaporated  to  a  low  bulk  under  diminished  pressure,  and  the  con- 
centrated liquid  then  set  aside  to  crystallise.  In  those  cases 
where  an  appreciable  amount  of  sahcin  was  present  it  crystallised 
out  very  readily,  and  was  then  drained  on  the  filter-pump,  washed 
with  a  very  little  cold  water,  dried  on  a  porous  tile,  and  weighed. 
In  some  cases  the  product  obtained  was  too  impure  to  be  considered 
satisfactory  ;  it  was  therefore  recrystallised  from  the  least  possible 
quantity  of  hot  alcohol,  the  purified  product  weighed,  and  the  mean 
of  the  two  weights  taken  as  the  amount  of  saiicin  contained  hi  the 
bark  examined.  When  no  crystals  separated  even  after  inoculation 
with  a  crystal  of  saiicin,  the  syrupy  extract  was  taken  up  with  dry 
sawdust  (which  had  previously  been  extracted  with  alcohol),  dried 
in  the  water-oven,  and  extracted  with  90-per-cent.  alcohol  in  a 
Soxhlet  apparatus.  The  excess  of  alcohol  was  removed  by  dis- 
tillation, and  the  residue  set  aside  to  crystallise. 

As  this  method  would  not  detect  traces  of  saiicin,  the 
residue  was,  if  necessary,  further  treated  by  the  following 
method : — 

The  alcoholic  extract  was  diluted  with  hot  water,  filtered,  and 
the  filtrate  diluted  to  250  c.c.  with  water.  The  amount  of  glucose 
in  this  solution  was  then  determined  volumetrically  by  Fehling's 
solution.  The  remainder  of  the  solution  was  hydrolysed  by  boiling 
with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  in  a  reflux  apparatus  for  one  to  one  and 
a  half  hour,  and,  after  cooling,  the  amount  of  glucose  again 
determined  in  the  solution.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  ascer- 
tain whether  hydrolysis  had  taken  place.  The  remainder  of  the 
liquid,  not  used  for  the  sugar-determination,  was  boiled  with  an 
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oxiJising-ruixture  of  sulphuric  acid  and  potassium  dieliromate  for 
three  hours,  cooled,  filtered,  and  then  extracted  twice  with  ether. 
The  ethereal  extract  was  washed  with  water,  dried,  and  the  ether 
removed  by  distillation.  The  residue  was  then  taken  up  with  a 
little  water,  and  tested  for  salicylic  acid  with  ferric  chloride,  the 
"violet  colouration  being  produced  if  a  mere  trace  of  the  acid  was 
present. 

The  accuracy  of  this  method  was  proved  by  applying  it  to 
some  of  the  mother-liquor  from  which  salicin  had  crystal- 
lised, and  also  to  a  very  dilute  solution  of  pure  salicin.  In 
both  cases  well-marked  reactions  were  obtained.  In  a  few 
•cases,  on  long  standing,  crystals  were  obtained,  which,  how- 
ever, proved  to  be  inorganic. 

The  results  of  this  examination  are  given  in  the  following 
table : — 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  species  of  Salix  and  Populus 
which  have  been  stated  by  previous  investigators  to  contain 
salicin,  and  those  in  which  salicin  has  not  been  detected 
{of.  "  Die  Glykoside,"  loo.  tit.')  : — 

Salicin  has  been  found  in  Salix  helix,  *S.  purpurea,  *S.alba, 
S.  Lambertina,  S.incana,  S.  amygdalina,  S.fissa,  8.  hastata, 
S.  prcecox,  *S.  pentandra,  S.  polyandra,  *S.  fragilis,  *S. 
Busseliana,  Populus  tremula,  *P.  alba,  P.  grceca,  and  *P. 
balsamifera. 

The  following  species  were  examined,  and  did  not  yield 
salicin:  *8.  vitellina,  8.  caprea,  *S.  viminalis,  S.  daphnoides, 
*S.  babylonica,  8.  bicolor,  *S.  triandra,  S.  argentea,  *P.  nigra, 
*P.  monolifera,  P.  fastigiata,  P.  balsamea,  P.  virginica, 
P.  arigulosa,  and  P.  grandiculata. 


European  Willoivs  and  Poplars. 


Species  Examined 


Salix  alba,  Linn  

jS.  alba  var.  vitellina,  Linn. 

Ditto   

S.  babylonica,  Linn  

8.  f  ragilis,  Linn. 

S.  hippophaifolia,  Thuill  ... 

8.  nigricans,  Sm. 

8.  pentandra,  Linn.  ... 

8.  phylicifolia,  Linn.   

8.  purpurea,  Linn.  ... 

8.  rubra,  Huds. 

8.  Busseliana,  Sm.  ... 

8.  [species  ?],  (narrow-leaved) 

S.  triandra,  Linn.  ...   

8.  viminalis,  Linn.  ... 

S.  viridis,  Fries  

Populus  alba,  Linn  

P.  canescens,  Sm. 
P.  nigra,  Linn. 

P.  nigra,  var.  pyramidalis,  Spach. 


Source  and  Date  of  Collection 


Kew.    March,  1901 
Sevenoaks.    May,  1901 
Sevenoaks.    August,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Cambridge.    July,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Edinburgh.    May,  1901 
Edinburgh.    August,  1901 
Cambridge.    July,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Cambridge.    August,  1901 
Sevenoaks.    August,  1901 
Cambridge.    August,  1901 
Cambridge.    August,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Cambridge.    July,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Kew.    March,  1901 
Cambridge.    July,  1901 


Grams 
Used 

Reaction  for 

Salicin 

Gluco- 
side 

Salicylic 
Acid 

Remarks 

1,000 

nil 

trace 

trace 

Salicin  present 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

nil 

200 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1,000 

nil 

trace 

nil 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

trace 

820 

nil 

trace 

trace 

Salicin  present 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

trace 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

trace 

1,000 

nil 

well 

marked 

Salicin  present 

1,000 

nil 

trace 

trace 

Ditto 

1,000 

04% 

Ditto 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

nil 

200 

nil 

nil 

trace 

750 

nil 

nil 

trace 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

trace 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

trace 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1,000 

nil 

trace 

nil 

1,000 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1,000 

nil 

trace 

trace 

Salicin  or  populin 

present 

American  Willows  and  Poplars. 


Species  Examined 


8alix  cordata,  Muhl. 

S.  discolor,  Muhl  

S.  longifolia,  Muhl  

S.  missouriensis,  Bebb  

8.  nigra,  Marsh 

Ditto   

8.  Wardi,  Bebb  

Pojjulus  angustifolia,  James 
P.  balsamifera,  Linn. 

P.  Fremonti,  S.  Wats  

P.  grandidentata,  Michx  

P.  monolifera,  Acton  (cottonwood) 
P.  tremuloides,  Michx  


Source  and  Date  of  Collection 


Ithaca,  N.Y.    Spring,  1901 
Ithaca,  N.Y.    Spring,  1901 
St.  Louis,  Mo.    March,  1901 
Courtney,  Mo.    March,  1901 
Courtney,  Mo.    March,  1901 
Washington,  D.C.    May,  1902 
Allenton,  St.  Louis  co.,  Mo.  April,  1901 
Unknown 

Ithaca,  N.Y.    Spring,  1901 

San  Bernardino  co.,  S.  California 

Ithaca,  N.Y. 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.  March,  1901 
Unknown 


Grams 
Used 


1,070 
600 
430 
650 
650 

1,000 
570 
490 
500 

365 

610 
500 
485 


Salicin 


nil 
0-2  per 
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil 

nil 

nil 
nil 
nil 


Reaction  for 

Gluco- 
side 

Salicylic 
Acid 

Remarks 

nil 
cent,  sa 
nil 
nil 
trace 

nil 
linigrin 
trace 
nil 
nil 

trace 
nil 
nil 

trace 

nil 

nil 
nil 

nil 
nil 
nil 

trace 

nil 
nil 
nil 

f  Salicin  or  populin 
(  present 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  salicin  and  salinigrin  were 
isolated  their  identity  was  established  by  the  determination 
of  the  following  constants  : — 

Salicin,  melted  at  200°  (corr.),  gave  a  red  colour  with  sulphuric 
acid,  and  in  aqueous  solution  [a]D=  -644°. 

Beilstein  gives  melting-point  201°  and  [a]D  =  -  65°. 

Salinigrin,  melted  at  193°  (corr.),  gave  no  colour  with  sulphuric 
acid ;  in  aqueous  solution  [a]D  =  -  85°,  and  gave  crystalline  meta- 
hydroxy-benzaldehyde  on  hydrolysis. 

Previously  found  for  salinigrin  (J.C.S.  loc.  cit.)  Melting-point 
195°  (corr.),  and  [o]D  =  -87-3°. 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  salinigrin  has  been  found  in  only 
one  species — viz.,  S.  discolor — and  that  it  is  not  present  in 
the  two  samples  of  S.  nigra  examined.  Furthermore,  out 
of  thirty-three  specimens  examined  there  were  only  eight 
which  gave  positive  evidence  of  the  existence  of  salicin  or 
an  analogous  glucoside,  and  in  only  two  instances  were  the 
glucosides  present  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  separated  and 
identified. 

As  the  results  obtained  were  not  in  harmony  with  those  of 
*  These  species  were  examined  in  the  present  investigation. 
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previous  observers,  it  was  thought  that  perhaps  this  might 
be  due  to  a  variation  in  the  amount  of  salicin  in 

BARK  COLLECTED  AT  DIFFERENT  SEASONS 

of  the  year.  Accordingly,  two  species  were  collected  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year  and  examined,  with  the  follow- 
ing results : — 


1nfluence  of  these  various  factors  on  the  amount  of  salicin 
contained  in  the  bark  would  probably  throw  considerable 
light  on  the  function  of  the  glucoside  in  the  metabolism  of 
the  plant.  The  authors  suggest  that  the  salicin  acts  as  a 
reserve  food-material,  being  stored  away  in  the  winter  for 
use  in  the  coming  spring.  The  increase  in  the  amcunt  of 
salicin  present  in  both  S.  purpurea  and  S.  rvbra  in  the 


Species 

Locality 

Time  of  Collection 

July,  1901 

October,  1901 

January,  1902 

April,  1902 

July,  1902 

S.  purpurea 

S.  rubraf  

Cambridge 

Kew  

Per  cent. 
Traces 
04 

Per  cent. 

2-  2 

3-  7 

Per  cent. 
2-2 

Per  cent. 
3'5 

Per  cent. 
0-2 

f  Unfortunately  the  tree  at  Kew  was  destroyed  in  the  autumn  of  1E01,  so  that  the  series  of  experiments  with  this  bark 

could  not  be  completed. 


These  results  prove  conclusively  that  the  amount  of  salicin 
contained  in  willow-bark  varies  according  to  the  time  of  its 
collection,  hence  an  accurate  comparison  with  previous 
determinations  cannot  be  made,  as  this  factor  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  previously  taken  into  account.  The 
determinations  in  the  case  of  S.  purpurea  are,  however, 
strictly  comparable,  as  the  bark  examined  in  July  and 
October,  1901,  and  January  and  April,  1902,  was  from  the 
same  tree  (female),  and  that  in  July,  1902,  from  another  tree 
(also  female)  of  the  same  species  from  the  same  locality. 

When  the  material  for  examination  was  received  in  April, 
1902,  it  was  noticed  that  it  was  delivered  in  two  bundles, 
marked  male  and  female  respectively.  The  bark  from  the 
female  tree  was  used  for  the  first  experiment,  and  a  yield  of 
3  5  per  cent,  of  salicin  obtained.  The  bark  from  the  male 
tree  was  examined,  and  only  T2  per  cent,  of  salicin  was 
obtained.  The  bark  was  collected  in  July.  1902,  from  male 
and  female  trees,  and  the  results  of  the  examination  are 
appended  : — 

Influence  of  Sex 


On  amount  of  salicin  contained  in  Sal ix  purpurea. 


Season  of 

July, 

October, 

January, 

April, 

July, 

Collection 

1901 

1901 

1902 

1902 

1902 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Male  tree  ... 

*l-2 

*3'9 

Female  tree 

t  traces 

f2-2 

f2-2 

f3-5 

10-2 

*  Same  tree  (male).  f  Same  tree  (female). 

X  A  different  tree,  but  same  species. 


These  results  are  entirely  unexpected.  They  have  been 
carefully  checked,  with  confirmatory  results.  The  most 
remarkable  fact  is  that  in  April  the  bark  from  the  female 
tree  contained  about  three  times  as  much  salicin  as  that 
from  the  male,  whereas  three  months  lacer  the  conditions 
were  reversed,  and  the  bark  from  the  male  tree  contained 
3  9  per  cent,  salicin,  whilst  that  from  the  female  tree  con- 
tained only  0  2  per  cent.  The  results  obtained  with  the 
bark  of  the  female  tree  collected  in  July  of  1901  and  of 
1902  are  concordant,  as  only  small  amounts  of  salicin  were 
obtained  from  two  different  female  trees  of  the  same  species 
and  collected  on  the  above  dates  in  the  same  locality. 

It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  not  only  does  the  season  of 
collection  affect  the  amount  of  salicin  contained  in  the  bark, 
but  that  the  barks  from  the  male  and  female  trees  contain 
different  amounts  of  salicin. 

Whilst  these  experiments  have  shown  that  the  presence 
of  salicin  in  willow-bark  depends  not  only  on  the  species 
examined,  but  on  the  sex  of  the  tree  from  which  the  bark 
is  obtained,  and  the  time  of  the  year  at  which  it  is  collected, 
it  is  possible  that  there  are  other  conditions  not  yet  deter- 
mined, which  also  influence  the  amount  of  glucoside  present. 
The  cause  of  this  variation  opens  up  a  very  interesting  field 
of  inquiry,  which  belongs,  however,  more  to  the  domain  of 
the  botanist  than  to  that  of  the  chemist.  An  inquiry  into  the 


autumn  is  thus  explained.  In  the  spring  and  early  summer 
the  reserve  food-material  is  drawn  upon  to  a  different  extent 
by  the  male  and  female  trees,  owing  to  their  special  functions. 
It  is  possible  that  the  glucoside  is  first  hydrolysed  by  the 
ferment  which  seems  to  accompany  every  glucoside,  and  that 
it  is  the  glucose  formed  which  is  used  by  the  plant.  The 
glucoside  would  thus  perform  a  somewhat  similar  function 
to  starch  . 

The  Results  of  this  Investigation 

may  thus  be  briefly  summarised  : — 

(1)  That  of  the  thirty-three  samples  of  willow  and  poplar 
examined,  salinigrin  was  only  found  in  one — Salix  discolor, 
Muhl. — which  may,  therefore,  be  considered  to  be  the  source 
of  salinigrin. 

(2)  That  the  amount  of  salicin  contained  in  the  bark  of 
a  willow  or  poplar  depends  not  only  on  the  species,  but  on 
the  season  of  the  year  at  which  it  is  collected,  the  sex  of 
the  tree,  and  possibly  other  factors. 

The  investigation  has  shown,  therefore,  that  for  practical 
purposes  chemical  assay  alone  can  decide  whether  a  willow- 
bark  does  or  does  not  contain  salicin. 

Volumetric  Estimation  of  Lead  Salts. 

By  R.  C.  Cowley  and  J.  P.  Catford. 

The  published  volumetric  processes  for  the  estimation  of 
lead  salts  are  admittedly  less  accurate  than  the  gravimetric 
methods  ;  besides,  there  is  a  difficulty  in  perceiving  the  end- 
point  by  direct  titration  with  sulphuric  or  oxalic  acid,  and 
other  methods  are  still  more  troublesome.  The  want  of 
accuracy  in  Hempel's  process  is  due  to  several  causes,  but 
direct  titration  of  the  precipitated  oxalate  is  perfectly  satis- 
factory and  simple.  The  lead  precipitated  by  decinormal 
oxalic  acid  in  excess  is  transferred  to  a  filter,  washed,  and 
treated  direct  with  sulphuric  acid  and  permanganate.  This 
being  done  without  heat,  the  filtrate,  with  the  washings, 
can  be  used  to  determine  the  quantity  of  acid  in  the  lead 
compound — an  important  point,  e.g.,  in  Goulard's  extract — 
to '  prove  that  the  acetate  is  completely  converted  into  the 
basic  compound,  which  the  B.P.  test  does  not  do. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  decinormal  sodium 
hydrate  quite  free  from  carbonate,  the  authors  use  baryta, 
or  lime  water,  standardising  it  with  the  decinormal  oxalic 
at  the  time  of  using.  A  good  indicator  for  acetic  acid  in 
presence  of  carbonic  acid  is  still  a  desideratum.  Some  of 
the  conflicting  results  obtained  recently  in  experiments 
with  oil  of  turpentine  and  glacial  acetic  acid  may  be  due  to 
small  errors  in  determining  the  strength  of  the  acetic  acid 
due  to  a  little  carbonic  acid  absorbed  by  the  soda. 

If  permanganate  would  correctly  determine  the  excess  of 
oxalic  acid  in  the  filtrate,  it  could  be  used  after  finding  the 
total  acidity;  but  the  authors  have  repeatedly  found  the 
permanganate  required  for  the  filtrate  to  exceed  the 
difference  between  that  required  by  the  precipitate  and  the 
total  oxalic  acid  used,  showing  that  the  liberated  acid 
radicle  is  not  without  action  on  the  permanganate ;  hence 
the  fallacy  of  basing  the  assay  on  estimation  of  the  residual 
oxalic  acid.    The  filtrate  from  the  lead  oxalate  does  not  show 
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the  slightest  indication  of  lead  after  passing  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  for  half  an  hour,  even  from  the  nitrate  precipitated 
by  oxalic  acid;  but,  by  using  sulphuric  acid  instead  of 
oxalic,  there  is  a  colouration. 

The  proportion  of  lead  compound  to  be  weighed  should  be 
somewhat  less  than  the  following  equivalents  (Pb  =  206  4 ; 
O  --=  16)  :— 


N.B. — The  salt  had  effloresced  slightly  in  drying,  losing 
apparently  a  little  acetic  acid,  which  would  be  to  some 
extent  replaced  by  carbonic  acid,  so  the  balance  is  not  all 
water.  In  assaying  neutral  salts,  the  cubic  centimetres  of 
NaOH  should  equal  those  of  the  oxalic  acid  used.  In 
assaying  the  subacetate,  the  cubic  centimetres  of  perman- 


Oxalic  Acid,  or 
Permanganate 

Pb 

Nitrate 

Acetate 

Subacetate 

2L  NaOH 

10 



N03 

C2H302 

C.c. 
1 

20 

25 

Gram 

0-01032 

0-2064 

0-258 

Gram 

0-01652 

0-3304 

0-413 

Gram 
0-01892 
0  3784 

0-473 

Gram 

0-01367 

0-2734 
f  Liq.  Ft.  B.P.  1 
I     1-470  J 

C.c. 
1 

Gram 
0-0062 

Gram 
0-0059 

Examples — 

Pb(N03).,  0-413  +30  c.c.  ^  oxalic  acid 
precipitate  =     permanganate  35  c.c.  (  x  0-01032  =  0'258Pb) 

5  c.c.  excess  oxalic 

Filtrate  =^  NaOH  30  c.c. 

—  5  c.c. 

25  c.c.  (  x  0-0062  =  00.55  N05) 
0-413 

Freshly  crystallised  plumbic  acetate  0'4  +  25  c.c  ^  oxalic  acid. 

Precipitate  =  permanganate  21"2  c.c. 

25  —  21-2=  3'8  excess  of  oxalic. 
Filtrate      =  T„  oxalic  acid   24'0  c.c. 

24  -  3-8  =  20-2  (  x  0-0059  =  0-119  acetic). 

Neutral  acetate,  0-01892  x  21-2  =  0-4011  Per  cent.  Sp.  gr. 

Subacetate,       0-01367  x  24'6  =  t/33628  in  1-3  gram  =  25-868  1-313 

B.P.  =  23-239  1-275 


ganate  should  be  double  those  of  NaOH  corresponding  to 
the  acetic  acid. 

Example. — Sample  of  liq.  plumbi  subacet. ;  sp.  gr.,  1-313  (at 
20°  C).    1-3  gram  +  25  c.c.  oxalic. 

Precipitate  =  permanganate  24'6  (  x  0-01032  =  0-25387  Pb 

[  =  0-07257  ac.  acetic]) 

Filtrate     =~  NaOH  12-5  c.c. 

12-5 -0-4  =  12-1  (x  0-0059  =  0-07139  CjHjOj 

Assaying  the  liquor  when  made,  before  making  up  to 
volume,  will  indicate  the  exact  quantity  of^water  required  to 
bring  it  to  B.P.  strength  without  having  to  repeatedly  find 
the  sp.  gr.  Although  it  is  one  of  the  preparations  that  are, 
perhaps,  never  adjusted  by  assay,  yet,  as  long  as  the  B.P. 
assumes  assaying  to  be  done,  it  may  as  well  give  the  best 
way  to  do  it.  Decinormal  solutions  gave  results  somewhat 
closer  to  theory,  but  the  above  appear  sufficiently  near  for 
pharmaceutical  requirements. 


EXCURSION  SNAPSHOTS. 


On  the  Steamer. 

The  above  is  a  snapshot  taken  on  the  Thistle  while  the 
sailing  party  were  on  their  way  to  Perth.  Mr.  Johnson  (of 
J.  VVoolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Limited,  Manchester)  is  seen  beaming 
in  the  foreground,  with  Mr.  McAdam,  of  Glasgow,  beside 
him  to  the  right  of  the  picture.  In  the  far  background  Mr. 
John  Gray,  of  Dundee,  is  smiling  at  the  operator,  with  Mr. 
Atkins's  head  and  yachting-cap  beyond.  The  scenery  was 
much  admired,  the  local  committee  being  kept  busy  pointing 
out  the  landmarks,  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie  on  one  side  and 
the  Fife  coast  on  the  other.  The  river  narrows  and  its  sides 
become  more  precipitous  as  Perth  is  neared. 


On  the  Loch. 

Cameras  were  numerous  amongst  the  excursionists  to 
Comrie  and  St.  Fillans  last  Thursday,  and  this  picture  was 
snapped  on  Loch  Earn.  The  solitary  occupant  of  one  boat  is 
Mr.  J.  Fernie,  of  Newport-on-Tay.  In  the  other  boat  Mr. 
Saville  Peck  and  Mr.  Edmund  White  are  seen  seated  in  the 
bow,  a  bevy  of  ladies  occupy  the  stern,  and  Mr.  John  W. 
Bowen  (in  shirt-sleeves)  and  Mr.  Prior  Robinson  are  the 
rowers.  Transient  murmurs  were  heard  from  various  quarters 
objecting  to  the  short  time  allowed  here.  The  visitors  were 
loth  to  leave  the  lovely  spot,  but  had  perforce  to  return  to 
Comrie  for  tea. 
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WHO  WERE  THERE. 


Aberdeen. 


The  following  list  of  names  represents  the  signatures  in  the 
attendance-book  of  those  taking  part  in  the  proceedings  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  : — 

Dundee. 
Anderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Anderson,  John 
Anderson,  Marshall 
Cummings,  C. 
Cummings,  W. 
Doig,  John  L. 

Doig,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Fernie,  J.  P. 
Ferrier,  D.  H. 
Forsyth,  J. 

Gray,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Greig,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Hardie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Miller 
Hodge,  John 

Kerr,     Mr.     C,     Mrs.,  and 

Misses  (3) 
Macdougald,  G.  D. 
Malloch,  J. 
Milne,  G.  C. 
Peebles,  T.  E. 
Robertson,  J.  W. 
Russell,  James 
Russell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Taylor,  J.  Russell 
Thomson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Young,  Charles 


Giles,  William 
Paterson,  James 

Alloa. 

Cummings,  Mr  and  Mrs.  John 

Arbroath. 

Jack,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Naysmith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 

Bath. 

Collis,  A.  F. 

Bedlington. 
Foggan,  G. 

Belfast. 

Gibson,  Mr.  W.  J.,  and  Miss 
Nicholl,  J.  W. 

Payne,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  C. 

Blackburn. 
Gifford,  R.  Lord 

Bonnyrigg. 
Hutcheon,  W. 

Bradford. 

Hanson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Jackson,  Mr.  J.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss 
Silson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  W. 

Brighton. 

Savage,  W.  W. 
Yates,  C.  G. 

Bristol. 

H.  E.  Boorne. 
Young,  E.  F. 

Broughty  Ferry. 
Fleming,  E. 

I>ark,  Mr.  W.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss 

Cambridge. 
Peck,  E.  Saville 
Peck,  Miss  Lilian  C. 

Clifton. 
Turner,  G.  T. 
White,  J.  W. 

Darwen. 
Shorrock,  R. 

Denny. 
Forbes,  John  J. 

Derby. 

Haddock,  J. 

Dover. 
1Ewell,  R.  M. 

DOWLAIS. 

Rees,  R.  P. 

Downfield. 
Walker,  W. 

Dublin. 
-Wells,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F, 


Edinburgh. 

Bayne,  T. 
Beaumont,  W.  L. 
Boa,  Peter 

Bristow-Care,  Mr.  and  Mrs  H. 
Coull,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Cowie,  W.  B. 
Dey,  A.  J. 
Dott,  D.  B. 

Gibson,  Mr.  Adam,  and  Miss 
Harkness,  John 
Henry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  F. 
Hill,  J.  Rutherford 
Kelly,  Albert  E. 
Mackenzie,  James 
Mair,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Thomson,  F.  W. 

Forfar. 
Macfarlane,  M. 

Glasgow. 
Barrie,  T.  S. 
Brodie,  R. 
Gilmour,  J.  P. 
Hustler,  W. 
Maben,  Thos. 

Harrow. 

Craig,  A. 

Hitchin. 
Ashton,  F.  W. 
Ransom,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 

Helensburgh. 
McMurray,  P.  B. 

Inverness. 
Allan,  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  D. 

Kenmay. 

Weir,  A.  S. 

Kirkcaldy-. 
Storrar,  D. 

Kirriemuir. 
Buchanan,  D. 
Ford,  James 


Todd,  R. 


Leicester. 


Liverpool. 

Evans,  Edward,  jun. 
Wardleworth,  Theo.  H. 

London. 

Ball,  A.  W. 
Bird,  F.  C.  J. 
Bowen,  John  W. 
Bremridge,  Richard 
Chalmers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Clarke,  R.  Feaver 
Clarke,  C.  Goddard 
Finnemore,  H. 
Garsed,  W. 
Hearn,  J. 
Howie,  W.  L. 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

MacEwan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter 

Marsden,  P.  H. 

Naylor,  W.  A.  H. 

Paul,  B.  H. 

Robinson,  W.  Prior 

Tanner,  A.  E. 

Tyrer,  T. 

Umney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Want,  W.  P. 
Watson  Will,  W. 
White,  E. 

Manchester. 
Grier,  James 
Johnstone,  C.  A. 
Pidd,  Mr.  A.  J.,  and  Miss  M.  E. 

Montrose. 
Davidson,  A. 
Foreman,  J. 

New  Barnet. 
Young,  R.  Fisher 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Clark,  John 

Martin,  Mr.  N.H.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss 
Merson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F. 
Sharp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 


Oxford. 
Druce,  G.  Claridge 
Leach,  T.  H.  de  Blois 

Paisley-. 
Cummings,  Miss 
Frazer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 

Peebles. 
Lindsay,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 

Perth. 
Harley,  A.  Thomas 

Peterhead. 
Tocher,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F. 

Radcliffe. 
Smith,  Mr.  J.  L.,  and  Miss 

Rhynie. 

Troup,  W. 

St.  Andrews. 
Kermath,  W.  R. 

Salisbury. 
Atkins,  S.  R. 

Sheffield. 
Newsholme,  Mr.  G.  T.  W.,  Mrs., 
and  Miss 

Shipley. 

i   Bayley,  J.  H. 

I 

Stirling. 
:   Jackson,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Mrs.,  and 

Miss 

Weybridge. 
[   Kennett,  J.  Nash 

Wimbledon. 
Gerrard,  A.  W. 

Worcester. 
Twinberrow,  J. 
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THE  annual  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  Federation  was 
held  on  Friday,  August  15,  in  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Dundee. 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  (Glasgow)  presided,  and  those  present 
included  Messrs.  Savage  and  Yates  (Brighton),  Silson  and 
Hanson  (Bradford),  Merson  (Newcastle),  Jas.  Eussell,  J.  W. 
Eussell,  W.  Cummings,  C.  Cumrnings,  Chas.  Kerr,  and  A.  B. 
Anderson  (Dundee),  W.  K.  Kermath  (St.  Andrews),  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme  (Sheffield),  J.  F.  Tocher  (Peterhead),  R.  Feaver 
Clarke,  Howie,  Garsed,  Watson-Will,  and  Bremridge  (London), 
■J.  T.  Smith  (Manchester),  R.  Lord  Gifford  and  Shorrock 
(Darvven),  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  J.  A.  Forret,  G.  Coull,  D.Sc, 
and  C.  F.  Henry  (Edinburgh),  Troup  (Rhynie),  Hutchison 
(Bonnyrigg),  J.  H.  Thomson  (Lochee),  W.  Park  (Broughty 
Ferry),  J.  Jack  (Arbroath),  W.  F.  Wells  (Dublin),  P.  H. 
Marsden  (Liverpool),  J.  L.  Smith,  J.  Grier,  anl  Pidd  (Man- 
•chester),  R.  M.  Ewell  (Dover),  Foggan  (Bedlington),  J.  W. 
White  (Clifton),  R.  P.  Rees  (Dowlais),  R.  Brodie  (Glasgow), 
G.  C.  Druce  (Oxford),  D.  Storrar  (Kirkcaldy),  T.  Maben 
(Glasgow),  E.  S.  Peck  (Cambridge),  and  Turner  (Bristol). 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
approved, 

The  Chairman"  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  very  large 
attendance — the  best  turn-out  which 'the  Federation  had 
had.  He  .was  sure  they  all  regretted,  as  the  Executive  did, 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  been  a 
tower  of  strength  to  the  Federation.  The  Chairman  pro- 
ceeded to  outline  the  work  which  had  been  done  during  the 
year,  and  mentioned  that  the  London  Chemists'  Association 
and  the  Aberdeenshire  Association  had  signified  their  adhe- 
rence to  the  Federation.  One  Association  which  had  kept 
aloof — the  E  linburgh  District  Trade  Association — also 
desired  to  affiliate.  They  had  now  got  a  majority  of  the 
local  Associations  within  the  Federation,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  work  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  Annual  Report, 

which  was  held  as  read,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Feaver 
'Clarke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Silson,  unanimously  adopted.  It 
stated  that  Mr.  Paterson's  scheme  for  State-aided  provincial 
schools  of  pharmacy  had  been  the  chief  matter  considered 
during  the  year,  and  the  general  feeling  was  summarised  as 
follows : — 

The  schemB,  as  outlined  by  the  author,  is  admirable,  and  its 

•  consummition  desirable,  yet  it  is  generally  felt  that,  until  a 

■  compulsory  curriculum  is  established,  it  would  not  be  feasible. 

Any  such  schema  must  provide  for  the  recognition  of  properly 
equipped  private  schools  oE  pharmacy  which  already  exist. 

A  compulsory  curriculum  is  objected  to  by  many,  on  the  ground 
that  education  has  been  carried  sufficiently  far  at  present,  con- 
sidering the  poor  remuneration  to  be  obtained  after  qualification. 

Where  educational  institutions  exist  (other  than  private  schools 

•  of  pharmacy),  there  is  considerable  difficulty  experienced  in 
getting  a  satisfactory  attendance,  as  the  scope  of  the  science  and 
art  subjects  taught  is  not  quite  suited  to  pharmacy  students. 

Division  of  the  Minor  examination  was  generally  approved,  but 

■  only  consequent  upon  a  compulsory  curriculum. 

The  apprenticeship  question  bulked  largely  in  discussions 
reported,  and  the  practically  unanimsus  opinion  expressed  was 
that  the  scarcity  of  suitable  youths  as  apprentices  was  not  due  to 
the  increased  stringency  of  examinations,  but  to  the  long  hours, 
lack  of  time  for  recreation,  and  absence  of  adequate  prospects 
after  qualification. 

Three  additions  to  the  list  of  federated  Associations  have 
been  made  during  the  year — viz.,  Edinburgh  District  Trade 
Association,  Huddersfield  and  District  Association,  and 
Wolverhampton  and  District  Association.  Hull  and  Bury 
Associations  have  ceased  to  be  members  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  are  more  or  less  dormant  at  the  moment. 

Mr.  Paterson  briefly  commented,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
Chairman,  upon  his  subject,  especially  calling  attention  to 
the  aid  given  by  the  Government  to  agriculture  classes,  and 

•  claiming  that  pharmacy  classes  should  have  the  same. 
Speaking  of  School  of  Pharmacy  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  he 
said  if  it  were  made  a  higher  school  it  would  probably  be  a 

■  desirable  thing  and  might  be  supported. 

The  Chairman,  in  thanking  Mr.  Paterson  for  his  remarks, 


observed  that  the  Federation  was  not  going  to  lose  sight  of 
the  subject. 

The  Financial  Statement 

showed  an  income  of  18!.  7*.  and  expenditure  of  18?.  5i.  5i., 
the  items  being:  Stationery  and  printing,  51.  15s.  6:1. ; 
railway-fares  to  Executive  Committee  attending  meetings, 
and  hire  of  meeting-rooms,  9'.  0,\  9:1. ;  postage  and  telegrams, 
2?.  8;.  2d. ;  and  hire  of  room  for  1930  annual  meeting, 
11.  Is. 

This  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brodie,  seconded 
by  Mr.  HANSON. 

New  Officers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newsholme,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Kermath  (St.  Andrews),  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  to  form  the  Executive  Committee  for  1902-1903: 
Messrs.  Currie  (Glasgow),  Merson  (Newcastle),  Turner 
(Bristol),  Clarke  (Gravesend),  and  Aatcliffe  (Sheffield). 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Merson)  explained  that  in  recom- 
mending the  gentlemen  named,  the  idea  of  a  sort  of  terri- 
torial representation,  having  regard  to  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  various  Associations  and  the  importance  of 
the  districts,  had  been  kept  in  view  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  PECK  moved  the  election  of  Mr.  Currie  (Glasgow)  as 
Chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  This  was 
seconded  by  A.  B.  Anderson  (Dundee)  and  unanimously 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Peck  also  moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Merson,  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  said  that  under  strong  pressure  he  had 
consented  to  take  up  the  position  of  Chairman,  and  would 
try  to  fulfil  the  obligations  required  of  him  in  that  capacity. 
(Applause.)  He  asked  the  meeting  to  accord  to  Mr.  Smith, 
their  late  Chairman,  and  to  Mr.  Peck  their  heartiest  thanks. 
Mr.  Merson  had  indicated  his  willingness  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  Secretary  for  another  year.  He  had  great  pleasure 
in  moving  Mr.  Merson's  re-election.  The  motion  was  heartily 
agreed  to. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Merson,  Messrs.  Charles  Ridley 
and  William  Atkins  (Newcastle)  were  reappointed  auditors. 
The  next  subject  on  the  agenda  was  the  question  of 

The  Reservation  of  Titles  to  Registered  Persons 
Only — Should  a  Test-case  be  Taken? 

the  discussion  upon  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan 
(London). 

Mr.  MacEwan  said:  For  several  years  there  has  been 
growing  amongst  retail  chemists  a  demand  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  as  the  administrators  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1863,  should  take  proceedings  against  limited  companies  for 
using  the  title  "chemist  and  druggist"  or  its  equivalent. 
The  idea  of  a  test-case  thus  crystallised  seems  to  have 
started  with  the  failure  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  get  a 
company  clause  into  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1893,  and  the 
supposition  that  the  action  against  the  London  and  Pro- 
vincial Supply  Association  (Limited),  decided  by  the  House 
of  Lords  in  1880,  settled  only  the  question  that  corporations 
may  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  not  the 
right  of  such  bodies  to  use  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist " 
or  its  equivalent. 

I  understand  that  one  of  the  objects  of  to-day's  discussion 
is  to  look  into  the  matter  thoroughly  with  the  view  to 
deciding  upon  a  recommendation  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  to  take  action  against  some  company  for  using  our 
title,  and  I  have  been  asked,  as  one  who  thinks  there  is  "no 
case,"  to  state  the  reasons  for  this  belief.  In  brief,  I  would 
say  that  proceedings  against  a  company  for  the  use  of  our 
title  are  bound  to  fail  in  a  court  of  first  instance  because 
they  have  to  be  taken  under  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1863  (the  penal  section),  and  the  House  of  Lords  decided  in 
1880  that  that  section,  like  Section  1,  does  not  apply  to 
corporations.  Decisions  of  the  House  of  Lords  are  binding 
upon  lower  Courts  until  fresh  legislation  alters  the  law 
interpreted. 

I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  the  facts  of  the  case  as  I 
fancy  they  would  be  presented  to  a  Court.  We  start  with 
the  case  as  stated  in  1879  by  the  County-court  Judge  for  the 
next  higher  Court.    He  said  : — 

The  question  is  whether  a  company  of  this  sort,  in  which  a 
shareholder  is  not  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  is  at  liberty 
to  sell  poisons  without  committing  an  offence  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament  and  incurring  the  penalty  imposed  by  it. 
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The  Judge  then  quoted  Sections  1  and  15.  I  follow  his 
example : — 

1.  From  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  eight,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person 
to  sell  or  keep  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
poisons,  or  to  assume  or  use  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  or 
chemist  or  druggist,  or  pharmacist,  or  dispensing  chemist  or  drug- 
gist, in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  unless  such  person  shall  be  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  or  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Act,  and  be  registered  under  this  Act,  and  conform 
to  such  regulations  as  to  the  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  of 
such  poisons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  with  the  consent  of  the  Privy  Council. 

15.  From  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  any  person  who  shall  sell 
or  keep  an  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
poisons,  or  who  shall  take,  use,  or  exhibit  the  name  or  title  of 
chemist  and  druggist,  or  chemist  or  druggist,  not  being  a  duly 
registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist,  or 
who  shall  take,  use,  or  exhibit  the  name  or  title  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  pharmaceutist,  or  pharmacist,  not  being  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  or  shall  fail  to  conform  with  any  regulation  as  to  the 
keeping  or  selling  of  poisons  made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  or 
who  shall  compound  any  medicines  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
except  according  to  the  formularies  of  the  said  Pharmacopoeia, 
shall  for  every  such  offence  be  liable  to  pay  a  penalty  or  sum  of 
five  pounds,  and  the  same  may  be  sued  for,  recovered,  and  dealt 
with  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  the  recovery 
of  penalties  under  the  Act ;  but  nothing  in  this  Act  contained 
shall  prevent  any  person  from  being  liable  to  any  other  penalty, 
damages,  or  punishment  to  which  he  would  have  been  subject  if 
this  Act  had  not  passed. 

The  County-court  Judge  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
association  had  not  committed  an  offence.  The  next  Court 
reversed  that  decision,  but  the  Court  of  Appeal  upheld  the 
County-court  Judge's  opinion,  and  the  House  of  Lords  also 
confirmed  it.  The  fact  that  the  question  was  solely  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons  is  held,  by  those  who  demand  a 
test-case  on  titles,  to  be  excellent  reason  for.  raising  the 
titles  question.  This  looks  logical,  but  it  ignores  the  all- 
important  fact  that  the  question  which  the  House  of  Lords 
had  ultimately  to  decide  was,  Are  or  are  not  corporations 
struck  at  by  Sections  1  and  15  ?  and  their  Lordships  decided 
in  the  negative.  You  will  have  noticed  that  Section  1 
creates  three  offences  as  regards  unregistered  persons — 

1.  Selling  poisons. 

2.  Keeping  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
poisons. 

3.  Assuming  or  using  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist  "  or  any 
of  its  equivalents  as  stated  in  the  section. 

Section  15  is  to  the  same  effect,  and  provides  a  penalty  to 
be  inflicted  upon  persons  committing  one,  or  other,  or  all  of 
the  three  offences.  The  House  of  Lords  decided  that  a  cor- 
poration is  not  a  "person"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
sections,  therefore  that  it  is  no  offence  for  a  corporation  to 
do  the  three  things  which  unqualified  persons  may  not  do. 
I  will  now  read  quotations  from  the  judgments  which  sustain 
that  view. 

Lord  Chancellor  Selborne  said  : — 

The  conclusion  which  I  have  come  to  is  that  these  words  are 
inapplicable  to  any  corporations  ;  that  there  being  not  a  general 
prohibition  of  the  trade  or  business,  but  merely  a  declaration  that 
it  shall  be  unlawful  for  a  person,  unless  he  complies  with  certain 
conditions,  to  carry  on  these  otherwise  lawful  trades  or  businesses, 
not  only  keeping  a  shop  for  retailing  poisons  or  selling  poisons, 
but  also  to  assume  the  title  of  chemist  anal  druggist  or  chemist 
or  druggist,  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  but  think  that  it  is  a  sounder 
construction  of  the  word  "  person  "  to  hold  that  such  persons  are 
contemplated  as  might,  by  taking  proper  means,  comply  with  the 
condition  and  so  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  trade.  Exactly  the 
same  observations  occur,  my  Lords,  upon  the  15th  section. 

Again,  his  Lordship  said  : — 

Inasmuch  as  it  was  open  to  her  Majesty's  subjects  [before  this 
Act]  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists,  using  the 
title  of  chemist  and  druggist,  [and  inasmuch]  as  it  was  perfectly 
lawful  to  do  that  by  means  of  a  company  incorporated  under  the 
Companies  Act,  and  as  there  is  nothing  whatever  to  show  that  the 
Legislature  had  grounds  for  assuming  that  there  could  be  no  such 
companies,  I  do  think  it  would  be  wrong  for  your  Lordships  to 
impose  upon  the  word  "  person  "  a  construction  which  would  at 
once  render  illegal  that  mode  of  carrying  on  the  business  of 
chemist  and  druggist  by  such  corporations. 

Please  note  particularly  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  not 


referring  solely  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  but  was  careful  to 
include  the  use  of  title  as  an  element  in  his  consideration. 
Lord  Blackburn,  in  the  course  of  his  judgment,  remarked : — 

I  say  that  a  corporation  is  out  of  that  clause  which  prohibits 
persons  from  keeping  open  shop.  I  do  not  go  further  than  that 
and  say  anything  more. 

This  latter  sentence  has  been  held  to  be  qualifying,  as 
much  as  to  say,  "  I  do  not  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  a  corpora- 
tion may  assume  or  use  the  title  chemist  and  druggist." 
But  that  is  discounted  by  his  Lordship's  previous  remarks, 
as  follows  : —  .  • 

It  seems  to  me  it  plainly  says  in  Section  1  that  it  shall  be 
unlawful  to  sell  or  keep  open  shop,  or  assume  the  name  of 
chemist  and  druggist  for  any  person  (that  is  to  say,  natural  person), 
unless  he  becomes  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  15th  section 
imposes  a  penalty,  and  in  imposing  the  penalty  repeats  the  words 
which  made  it  unlawful.  Now,  is  there  anything  here  in  the 
context  or  in  the  subject  to  show  that  we  should  take  that  word 
person  and  say  that  it  applies  to  a  corporation  ?  I  cannot  see 
anything. 

This  conclusively  shows  that  Lord  Blackburn  was  clearly 
of  opinion  that  a  corporation  cannot  be  punished  for  using 
the  title. 

Lord  Watson  spoke  more  briefly,  but  the  gist  of  his  judg-- 
ment  was  in  his  last  two  sentences.    He  remarked  : — 

I  can  only  say  this  :  that  even  if  I  were  satisfied  that  it  had  been 
the  intention  of  the  framer  of  Sections  1  and  15  to  give  to  indi- 
viduals registered  under  the  Act  the  exclusive  privilege  of  sell- 
ing poisonous  drugs  by  retail,  and  so  impose  penalties  upon  a 
corporation  keeping  open  shop  for  that  purpose,  it  would  have 
been  very  simple  for  the  Legislature  to  have  said  so  in  express 
terms. 

Lord  Watson  did  not  specifically  touch  the  title  question 
as  we  know  it,  but  he  referred  to  the  considerations  put 
forward  by  his  brother  Lords,  and,  as  I  have  already  said, 
the  decision  on  one  of  the  points  applies  to  all  three. 

So  far  I  have  not  attempted  to  tell  title-test  case  advocates 
how  obstinate  they  are,  and  I  shall  not  do  so,  but  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  that  a  test-case,  supposing  it  were  taken  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  would  reach  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  the  Lord  Chancellor  presides,  and  it  would 
come  under  his  notice.  Strange  to  say,  Lord  Chancellor 
Halsbury  has,  in  a  sense,  given  judgment  upon  it  twice. 
When  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1898  was  before  the  House  of 
Lords  on  July  11  of  that  year  his  Lordship  said 

that  the  Pharmacy  Act  did  not  cover  the  case  of  drug-stores 
carried  on.  by  companies  or  corporations,  and  he  suggested  that 
its  scope  should  be  extended  so  as  to  deal  with  these.  The  Courts 
had  decided  that  the  word  "  person  "  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  meant 
a  natural  person,  and  not  a  corporation,  and  the  common-sense 
view  of  the  question  required  that  companies  should  be  treated 
just  in  the  same  way  as  individuals. 

Lord  Herschell  supported  this  contention,  and  quoted  a 
case  which  had  been  brought  under  his  notice,  in  which  a 
man  and  his  family  formed  themselves  into  a  company,  with 
the  object  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and 
druggist  while  avoiding  the  statutory  obligation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  opinion,  substantially  a  judgment, 
was  contained  in  his  speech  and  the  clause  which  he  pro- 
posed to  add  to  the  Bill  was  in  these  terms  :- 

A  company  may  carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  if  and  so  long  only  as  the  business 
is  bond-fide  conducted  by  a  manager  or  assistant  being  a  duly 
registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist,  but, 
subject  as  aforesaid,  Sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
shall  apply  in  the  case  of  a  company  in  like  manner  as  they  apply 
in  the  case  of  an  individual. 

The  clause  was  withdrawn. 

Again  in  1899,  when  the  Companies  Bill  was  before  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  Lord  Chancellor  introduced  the  follow- 
ing clause : — 

No  company  may  carry  on  the  business  and  use  the  description 
of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  unless  such 
business  is  bond-fide  conducted  by  a  manager  or  assistant  being  a 
duly  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist, 
as  the  case  may  require,  and  unless  the  name  of  the  person  so 
qualified  is  conspicuously  posted  in  the  shop  or  other  place  in 
which  the  business  is  carried  on,  but,  subject  to  this  provision, 
anything  which  would  be  an  offence  under  Section  15  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868,  if  committed  by  an  individual,  shall  be  an  offence 
if  committed  by  a  company. 
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This  deals  with  the  title,  and  you  cannot  suppose  that  the 
highest  legal  authority  in  the  Kingdom  would  attempt  to 
legislate  on  a  point  if  a  test-case  would  settle  it.  But  if 
you  are  in  the  least  doubt  about  that,  here  are  the  words 
which  his  Lordship  used  on  August  3,  1899,  when  withdraw- 
ing his  clause  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  those  who  should 
have  known  better : — ■ 

I  am  still  very  strongly  convinced  that  a  company  ought  not  to 
be  permitted  to  do  what  a  private  person  is  prohibited  from  doing, 
and  that  the  company  must  be  protected  against  practices  of  this 
sort.  It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  propriety  of  subjecting  those 
companies  who  are  at  present  carrying  on  business  as  chemists 
and  druggists  to  restrictions  such  as  are  proposed  in  the  Bill.  I 
daresay  your  Lordships  will  remember  that  cases  have  been 
decided — in  my  opinion  rightly  decided — that  the  language  which 
calls  upon  a  person  to  qualify  in  any  of  the  professions  does  not 
in  turn  apply  to  companies  ;  and  that  the  word  "  person  "  in  the 
Act  which  forms  the  code  upon  that  subject  must  be  construed  as 
meaning  a  natural  person,  and  not  a  company.  The  idea  of  an 
ideal  personage,  such  as  a  company,  practising  and  undergoing  an 
examination  is  absurd,  and  cannot  cohere  with  the  language  of 
the  statute.  In  my  view,  the  learned  Judges  who  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  was  the  true  construction  of  the  statute  were 
perfectly  right,  and  that  decision  left  the  law  that  any  company 
could  be  formed  to  do  the  very  thing  which  an  individual  is  not 
permitted  to  do  without  examination  as  to  qualifications.  I  think 
I  may  say  that  the  Committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  formation  of  companies  to 
practise  any  profession,  and  which  intended  really  to  take 
advantage  of  company  machinery  to  do  that  which  an  individual 
without  qualification  may  not  do,  should  be  stopped. 

Here  I  also  might  stop,  but  I  cannot  resist  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  not 
ignored  what  has  been  said  about  a  test-case,  but  have  con- 
sidered it  assiduously,  and  almost  besought  the  best  legal 
experts  to  formulate  a  charge  against  companies  using  our 
titles,  and  have  been  told  that  there  is  nothing  penal  to  go 
upon.  We  may  comfort  ourselves  with  the  fancy  that  if  the 
Council  of  twenty  years  ago  had  gone  on  the  title,  and  not  on 
the  sale  of  poisons,  the  decision  would  have  been  different ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  past  cannot  be  recalled  for  extinc- 
tion, and  our  only  hope  for  the  future  is  to  take  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Halsbury's  clause,  improve  it,  and  get  the  Legislature 
to  accept  it. 

Discussion. 

The  Chairman  thought  they  would  agree  with  him  that 
Mr.  MacEwan  had  put  the  subject  before  them,  from  his 
point  of  view  at  least,  in  a  very  able  and  interesting  manner, 
and  there  was  plenty  of  room  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Lord  Gifford  (Blackburn)  said  he  occupied  a  very 
invidious  position,  inasmuch  as  only  a  moment  before  the 
meeting  commenced  he  was  asked  to  take  up  the  cudgels 
against  the  paper  of  Mr.  MacEwan,  which,  of  course,  he  knew 
nothing  about,  and  had  not  the  slightest  idea  what  direction  it 
would  take.  Therefore  he  asked  them  not  to  consider  his 
remarks  a  matter  of  pulling  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  to  pieces. 
It  was  a  paper,  as  they  could  see,  that  would  require  one  to 
take  to  one's  study  for  examination  to  give  it  definite  answers 
or  definite  contradiction.  He  accepted  the  position  of  speaking 
at  that  stage  because  he  thought  perhaps  it  would  be  well  if 
certain  phases,  certain  points,  were  dotted  as  it  were, 
knowing  perfectly  well  that  there  would  be  plenty  of  room  for 
discussion  afterwards,  which  would  perhaps  give  direction  to 
any  course  that  might  be  proposed.  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper,  to 
his  mind,  was  one  that  answered  itself,  and  did  so  in  the 
opposite  direction  to  what  Mr.  MacEwan  intended.  He  said 
that  they  were  bound  to  fail  in  any  test-case  that  they  might 
take  up.  Now,  to  begin  with,  what  do  we  understand  by  a 
test-case  1  What  he  (Mr.  Gifford)  understood  by  a  test-case 
was  not  merely  a  bogus  company  with  perhaps  an  unqualified 
assistant,  but  a  case  about  which  there  could  not  be  the 
slightest  doubt — he  meant  a  corporation,  a  capitalistic  cor- 
poration, a  serious  company.  He  wished  to  grapple  with  the 
real  question.  He  did  not  want  to  take  a  test-case  and  be 
told  that  was  not  their  object ;  that  their  object  was  to  get 
at  the  large  companies — in  other  words,  to  attack  capital  and 
vested  interest.  That  was  what  he  understood  by  a  test-case. 
He  would  like  to  read  one  or  two  remarks  showing  the 
trend  of  public  opinion  on  this  matter.  Mr.  MacEwan  gave 
elaborate  legal  reasons  and  references  as  to  why  they  should 
not  take  a  test-case.  It  was  very  difficult  to  get  this  matter 
in  order,  but  he  gave  a  good  deal  of  argument  to  the  fact 


that  the  Act  of  1868  did  not  apply  to  those  people.  That 
merely  amounted  to  this — that  it  was  an  evident  omission  in 
the  Act,  and  it  made  it  perfectly  patent  that  the  Legislature 
of  1868  intended  specifically  a  personal  qualification.  These 
refinements  of  the  legal  mind  of  course  bottled  up  the  whole 
thing,  but  any  man  of  common-sense  would  see  that  the 
Legislature  of  1868  intended  first  and  foremost  a  personal 
qualification,  and  that  was  absolutely  contradictory  to  the 
carrying-on  of  practice  by  a  company.  In  the  medical 
profession  they  had  the  fact  that  that  sort  of  thing 
would  be  infamous,  and  what  was  infamous  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  medical  profession  surely  the  British  House  of 
Commons  would  not  make  legal  in  regard  to  chemists  and 
druggists.  He  read  a  quotation  from  the  British  Medical 
Journal  of  June  21  which,  he  said,  bore  on  the  discussion. 
It  was  with  reference  to  the  Midvvives  Bill  when  Mr.  Griffith- 
Boscawen,  of  the  Tunbridge  division  of  Kent,  said,  "  The 
object  of  Parliament  for  years  past  had  been  so  far  as 
possible  to  strengthen  the  law  against  quacks  and  unqualified 
practitioners.  He  objected  to  the  Bill  as  a  reversal  of  that 
policy,  and  he  hoped  they  would  go  back  to  the  old  and 
proper  principle  of  making  all  qualifications  more  strict  rather 
than  remove  or  diminish  qualification,  which  this  Bill 
undoubtedly  did."  Then  Mr.  Parker  Smith  said  "  he  thought 
it  was  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  tendency  of  the  Bill  to 
restrict  quacks  or  unqualified  medical  practitioners."  These 
were  general  references,  but  showed  distinctly  the  accepted 
trend  of  opinion  at  the  present  time.  In  support  of  that 
argument  he  would  say  that  all  cases  in  recent  years — say 
the  last  six  years — that  had  been  brought  had  proved 
that  the  trend  of  public  opinion  and  judicial  interpretation 
were  universally  in  their  favour.  The  fact  that  every  decision 
in  recent  years  supported  his  contention  was  what  he  would 
like  to  draw  their  attention  to.  They  had,  for  example,  a 
bank  case  which  occurred  two  or  three  years  ago,  in  which 
the  decision  was  in  principle — he  was  speaking  generally  of 
the  trend  and  tendency  of  legal  opinion — was  altogether 
opposed  to  the  former  view  because  of  the  growth  of 
opinion  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  second  was  the  Taff 
Vale  decision.  That  was,  he  claimed,  in  entire  opposition 
to  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  1880,  and  effectually 
disposed  of  the  argument  that  the  House  of  Lords'  decision 
could  not  be  got  over.  They  had  a  case  from  Blackburn,  a 
picketing-case,  and  the  decision  was  in  that  direction.  Then 
they  had  the  decision  in  the  Keece  case  in  regard  to 
trade-names,  which,  to  his  mind,  was  the  most  valuable 
decision  of  recent  years  in  reference  to  chemists  and  their 
practice.  He  contended  that  if  they  would  take  that 
decision  and  its  consequences,  they  had  the  ball  at  their 
feet.  That  decision,  he  believed,  was  a  very  far-reaching 
one,  but  involved  that  whoever  traded  in  a  trade- 
name must  use  his  own  name  at  the  same  time.  Another 
argument  he  would  advance  was  that  in  connection 
with  the  Midwives  Bill  this  year  the  House  of  Commons 
itself,  against  the  present  extremely  powerful  Government, 
introduced  into  that  Bill  penal  powers  which  were  to  be 
exercised  not  by  the  General  Medical  Council,  but  by  a 
separate  body.  He  had  contended  for  years  that  it  was 
useless  to  work  in  the  direction  of  acquiring  penal  powers, 
because  he  had  thought  it  was  absolutely  impossible,  just  as 
gentlemen  thought  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  reverse 
the  decision  of  1880  ;  but  a  case  came  up  this  year  which 
proved  that  he  was  entirely  wrong,  and  at  the  present 
time  they  must  revise  their  opinion,  and  they  might  very 
well  consider  the  advisability  of  bringing  about  an 
agitation  in  order  to  obta'n  penal  powers.  There  was 
another  point  he  would  like  to  make.  Generally  he  gathered 
from  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  that  they  should  not  take  a  case 
because  they  would  be  non-suited  in  a  court  of  first  instance. 
He  would  not,  of  course,  take  a  case  that  could  be  non-suited. 
Yet  Mr.  MacEwan  seemed  to  allow  the  opposite  that  So-and-so 
would  be  in  the  House  of  Lords  and  would  have  to  deal  with 
it.  Well,  he  did  not  care  who  was  in  the  House  of  Lords,  if 
he  could  get  a  case  through  its  different  stages  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  he  would  take  it  for  the  education  of  public  opinion. 
In  regard  to  this  grave  scandal,  which  was  so  well  hit  off 
by  their  good  friend  Mr.  Druce  on  the  previous  day,  he  used 
some  very  beautiful  language  in  describing  their  position 
— "  an  unprecedented  state  of  things  that  they  would  think 
was  impossible  in  a  civilised  country."  He  could  quite 
agree  with  that  sentiment.    Well,  the  practical  point  was 
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this  :  It  was  the  business  of  their  legal  advisers  to  advise 
them  as  to  a  test-case.  He  merely  wished  to  say  to  them, 
"  We  want  a  test-case."  The  thing  had  got  to  such  a  stage 
that  they  thought  public  opinion  was  in  their  favour,  and 
they  ought  to  be  able  to  state  a  case.  It  was  their  business 
to  find  a  case  that  could  be  distinguished  from  the  decision 
of  the  House  of  Lords.  Suppose  they  said,  "  You  cannot 
distinguish,  you  will  be  non-suited,"  then  he  would  not  take 
the  case ;  but  if  by  the  subtleties  of  the  legal  mind  they  get 
.a  case  that  could  be  argued,  then,  although  advised  they 
would  lose  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  that,  still  he  would 
take  that  case.  He  had  a  quotation  there  from  their  own 
legal  adviser,  which  he  was  afraid  could  be  taken  only  in 
■committee ;  but  it  was  the  most  material  part  of  his 
statement. 

Mr.  SiLSON  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  Mr.  MacEwan  had 
made  out  his  case.  (Applause.)  Was  public  opinion  in 
their  favour  1  Were  they  quite  sure  about  that  ?  Anyway, 
they  wanted  to  go  on.  They  would  remember  that  case  of 
"  infamous  conduct "  that  was  brought  before  the  last 
General  Medical  Council — the  case  of  a  gentleman  who  took 
a  retaining-fee  on  behalf  of  certain  friendly  societies  ;  and 
the  Council  considered  it  infamous  conduct.  But  the 
.Societies  were  not  going  to  sit  down  quietly  about  that,  and 
they  might  take  it  for  granted  that  if  the  General  Medical 
Council  were  to  say  that  a  man  was  not  to  be  allowed  to 
give  his  services  to  a  trade  or  friendly  society  without  the 
.risk  of  being  brought  before  them  for  infamous  conduct  and 
having  his  name  struck  off  the  roll,  they  would  find  the 
Council  would  not  get  the  public  approval.  Anybody  who 
wanted  to  go  too  far  would  soon  get  pulled  up.  Public 
opinion  was  not  in  favour  of  every  little  hitch  or  breach  in 
the  strict  letter  of  the  law  being  considered  as  "infamous 
conduct."  It  seemed  to  him  the  practical  way  out  of  it  was 
to  go  back  again  to  see  if  they  could  get  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  introduce  what  some  folk  called  that  very  objectionable 
clause.  It  was  a  little  bit  "  Scotch,"  but  he  thought  the 
security  was  in  their  favour,  not  against  them,  and  he 
thought  that  the  mistake  was  that  they  did  not  take  what 
was  offered  them  and  make  the  most  of  it. 

Mr.  Paterson  did  not  think  that  a  test-case  was  the  only 
alternative.  His  own  view  was  that  they  should  go  back  to 
the  intention  of  the  1852  Act,  and  show  to  Parliament  that 
a  mistake  had  been  made  through  the  drafting  of  the  1868 
measure — that  this  was  the  intention,  and  that  it  was  a 
necessary  thing  that  it  should  be  remedied.  Let  them  go 
boldly  in  for  a  new  Pharmacy  Act  drafted  on  the  lines 
which  they  considered  fair  and  right  to  themselves.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  original  Act  that  only  those  qualified  by 
examination  should  dispense  poisons,  and  an  amended  Bill 
should  be  passed  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  E.  Jones  (Hanley)  said  that  the  North  Staffordshire 
Association  had  discussed  the  question,  and  had  passed  a 
unanimous  resolution  that  the  meeting  of  the  Federation 
should  be  asked  to  bring  its  influence  to  bear  on  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  to  induce  them  to  take  a  test-case.  If 
they  had  heard  the  very  explicit  paper  by  Mr.  MacEwan, 
he  did  not  think  they  would  have  passed  the  resolution 
unanimously.  He  suggested  that  as  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  had  taken  the  trouble  of  printing  many  circulars 
for  the  benefit  of  Associations,  the  present  paper  might  be 
printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  the  benefit  of  their  members. 
(Applause.)  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  arguments  for  and 
against  resolved  themselves  into  two  points — the  one  the 
sentimental  and  the  other  the  legal.  The  legal  point  they 
had  had  very  clearly  put  before  them  by  Mr.  MacEwan,  and 
the  sentimental  side  they  had  had  explained  to  them  some- 
what by  Mr.  Gifford.  In  the  face  of  the  emphatically 
declared  legal  opinions  from  the  highest  authorities,  he  did 
not  think  they  ought  to  worry  themselves  by  taking  a  test- 
case.  He  had  come  to  that  conclusion,  and  Mr.  MacEwan's 
paper  had  led  him  even  more  emphatically  thereto.  They 
knew  there  was  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  dealing 
with  the  poison-question,  and  a  committee  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  was  watching  the  interests  of  chemists  in 
that  matter.  Might  it  not  be  possible  to  try  to  get  some- 
thing done  there  in  the  interests  of  the  chemists  ?  He  saw 
there  that  day  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
whose  grand  services  in  the  cause  of  chemists  they  all 
gratefully  acknowledged.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  that 
in  the  persons  of  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Newsholme  and  others 


who  were  more  in  the  know  than  most  of  them,  they  might 
be  enlightened  or  encouraged  by  a  statement  that  there 
might,  be  some  possibility  of  getting  advantage  from 
this  question  which  was  being  considered  by  the  Poison- 
Committee.  He  thought  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  was  strongly 
convincing  that  they  had  no  legal  position  to  take  a  test- 
case.  All  they  could  do  was  to  be  patient,  and,  as  Mr. 
Paterson  suggested,  a  new  measure  would  be  the  only 
remedy. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Kermath  (St.  Andrews)  said  in  meetings  of 
their  Association  they  were,  he  thought,  too  much  concerned 
about  questions  of  bald  title.  They  were  called  pharma- 
ceutical chemists,  and  they  were  called  chemists  and 
druggists.  If  they  had  confined  themselves  to  these,  he 
thought  they  would  be  in  a  better  position  to-day.  He  did 
not  think  they  should  go  beyond  that  and  call  themselves 
pharmacists,  Medical  Hall,  Apothecaries'  Hall,  or  anything 
like  that. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  said  they  must  be  very  careful 
in  this  matter.  The  only  question  argued  before  the  House 
of  Lords  in  1880  was,  Who  was  the  seller  of  the  poison  ? 
It  did  not  touch  keeping  open  shop.  There  were  not  three, 
but  five,  offences  m  Section  15 — (1)  selling,  (2)  keeping  open 
shop,  (3)  using  titles,  (4)  failing  to  comply  with  the  regu- 
lations for  the  dispensing  and  storing  of  poison,  and  (5) 
selling  pharmacopceial  preparations  not  in  accordance  with 
the  standard.  They  must  always  remember  that  whatever 
obiter  dicta  might  occur  in  statements  by  judges  in  the 
Supreme  Court  were  founded  on  the  argument  presented, 
and  the  only  argument  was  that  the  seller  was  the  pro- 
prietor, not  the  employe.  They  were  not  settled  law.  It 
occurred  to  him  that  the  one  feature  of  Mr.  McEwan's  paper 
was  that  it  mixed  obiter  dicta  with  judgment.  The  only 
settled  law  was  that  the  seller  was  the  actual  person  selling, 
and  not  the  proprietor.  The  question  of  whether  a  company 
might  be  convicted  of  keeping  open  shop  in  the  absence  of 
a  qualified  seller  seemed  to  him  to  be  still  open.  So  also 
was  the  liability  of  a  company  for  the  use  of  titles.  The 
obvious  intention  of  the  Act  in  restricting  the  use  of  titles 
was  that  the  dispensing  of  all  prescriptions  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  qualified  chemists.  It  was  in  no  way  limited  to 
the  selling  of  poisons.  Therefore  the  argument  on  a  charge 
of  using  a  title  was  a  very  different  one  from  the  argument 
as  to  the  selling  of  poison.  Lord  Blackburn  said,  "  I  can't 
see  it."  The  Judge  was  entitled  to  say,  "  I  can't  see  it, 
because  you  have  not  presented  the  evidence  to  me  " — that 
is,  as  to  this  obiter  dictum  in  reference  to  keeping  shop 
open.  With  regard  to  whether  a  company  can  be  held  to  be 
a  person  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  the  reason  they 
were  held  not  to  be  was  because  the  Judges  said  public 
policy  did  not  require  it,  not  that  it  was  impossible.  On 
the  contrary,  they  distinctly  declared  that  had  the  policy  of 
the  Act  required  it  they  would  have  had  no  hesitation  hi 
doing  so.  Taking  the  two  cases  of  storing  poisons  and  selling 
an  article  not  in  accordance  with  the  formularies  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  it  was  quite  easy  to  see  how  a  strong  argu- 
ment could  be  presented  why  the  proprietor  of  the  shop 
should  be  liable  for  the  offence  —  (applause)  —  and  why 
public  policy  did  require  that  a  company  should  be  held 
to  be,  for  this  purpose,  a  person  within  the  meaning  of 
Section  15.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  additions  of  Lord 
Halsbury  and  Lord  Herschel  to  the  Act,  they  could  not 
argue  from  a  reference  to  the  clause  that  they  had  anything 
in  connection  with  titles  in  their  mind ;  the  reference  to 
titles  was  put  in  merely  to  make  consistent  the  language 
of  the  section.  They  did  not  propose  to  make  it  no 
longer  penal  for  the  employe  to  sell  the  poison,  but  to  make 
it  also  penal  on  the  part  of  the  employer,  just  as  they  had 
under  the  Cruelty  to  Animals  Act,  where  both  the  master 
and  employe  might  be  convicted.  That  was  the  anomaly 
they  wanted  rectified,  and  no  question  about  titles.  Before 
they  sought  legislation  they  must  clear  the  ground  and  know 
where  they  were,  and  have  their  argument  considered.  They 
had  never  presented  their  argument  to  any  Court  on  that 
question  of  titles,  and  to  go  for  legislation  without  doing  so 
seemed  to  him  capable  of  being  regarded  as  an  admission  on 
their  part  that  the  arguments  that  had  failed  to  maintain 
their  case  in  regard  to  the  mere  question  of  who  was  the 
seller  had  also  failed,  in  their  judgment,  in  regard  to  this 
other  more  important  question  of  the  use  of  titles.  He  was 
not  taking  any  side,  but  he  thought  a  very  strong  argument 
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could  be  presented  different  from  the  one  that  had  been 
decided,  and  he  merely  suggested  that  these  points  should  be 
considered.  Then  they  would  know  what  the  settled  law  was, 
and  they  could  combine  for  one  intelligent  effort  for  fresh 
legislation  on  reasonable  and  possible  grounds.  Another 
point  recently  raised  was  as  to  whether  the  question  might 
be  brought  up  under  the  civil  law — that  was,  a  registered 
person  might  go  to  the  Court  against  a  company  using  a 
title  which  was  his  property  under  the  statute,  and  ask  that 
it  be  prohibited  by  interdict  [injunction].  (Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  said  he  thought  there  was  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  in  favour  of  a  test-case,  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  for  chemists  to  go  on  with 
this  matter,  because  there  were  other  ways  by  which  they 
might  gain  their  end.  As  Mr.  Hill  had  pointed  out,  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  a  test-case  and  the  arguments  on 
the  question  of  titles  would  be  quite  different  from  those 
brought  forward  on  that  of  the  sale  of  poison.  With 
reference  to  the  test-case,  they  had  this  to  say — it  was  not  a 
qualified  person  who  wished  the  title,  but  a  company,  and 
that  the  company  were  not  qualified  persons.  Therefore 
there  was  a  great  difference  between  the  two  things.  In 
one  case  the  seller  of  the  poison  was  a  qualified  person,  but 
in  the  other  the  seller  was  not  a  qualified  person.  He 
thought  Lord  Selborne  said  they  would  have  come  to  a 
different  decision  if  it  could  be  proved  to  them  that  public 
necessity  required  that  the  owner  of  a  shop  should  be  a 
qualified  person.  They  would  have  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  saying  that  in  all  shops  there  should  be  qualified  persons. 
As  for  the  other  two  directions  in  which  they  might  go,  one 
was  referred  to  by  Mr.  Hill — that  of  interdict.  He  had  a 
conversation  with  a  legal  friend,  who  said  he  was  surprised 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  did  not  move  for  interdict 
before  now,  because  it  was  much  the  easier  way,  and  only 
required  someone  to  associate  himself  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Society  and  sue  the  company  for  interdict.  He  thought 
that  might  be  tried  both  in  England  and  Scotland.  Then 
the  other  direction  was  to  go  on  with  the  Bill  which  the 
Council  had  drafted.  In  that  Bill  retailers  were  protected. 
There  was  much  more  reason  to  think  they  would  carry  that 
Bill  than  that  they  would  carry  the  test-case.  There  was  no 
doubt  company-pharmacy  was  a  growing  evil.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Newsholme  thought  that  the  time  had  come  when 
they  should  say  right  out  what  the  position  of  affairs 
was,  as  Mr.  MacEwan  had  done  that  day  better  than  many 
might  do.  For  a  number  of  years  this  matter  had  come 
before  them  It  was  dealt  with  and  considered  very 
fully  before  he  went  into  the  Council,  and  they  had  had 
it  before  them  constantly  since.  They  had  been  trying  to 
find  some  way  of  getting  over  the  difficulty.  They  had 
looked  at  it  from  every  point  of  view.  Some  of  them  thought 
there  was  a  great  deal  more  to  be  done  than  had  been  done. 
The  wish,  he  was  afraid,  had  been  father  to  the  thought. 
They  had  tried  to  argue,  or  rather  to  consider,  whether 
certain  cases  differed  from  other  cases — that  was  to  say, 
where  limited  companies  were  carrying  on  business — and 
sometimes  they  thought  they  saw  a  little  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. But  with  fresh  views,  and  when  they  considered  it 
fully,  they  found  it  came  down  to  the  same  phase  :  it  was  a 
limited  company,  and  therefore  was  outside  the  Act.  Mr. 
MacEwan  had  said  something  which  was,  perhaps, 
not  very  well  known  throughout  the  country.  He 
referred  to  the  advice  the  Council  took  some  years  back. 
And  he  (Mr.  Newsholme)  saw  no  reason  why  that  should  not 
be  published.  (Hear,  hear.)  For  although  it  was  an  un- 
pleasant thing  for  them  to  admit  they  had  not  been  able  to 
do  anything  to  remedy  the  great  evil,  it  would  be  a  popular 
thing  to  make  out  that  they  were  going  into  court  on  the 
question  of  titles.  He  should  like  to  fall  in  with  the  popular 
view,  because  at  the  next  election  he  should  get  a  great 
number  of  votes.  (Laughter.)  He  did  not  think  he  could 
get  more  than  on  the  last  occasion.  (Laughter.)  It  was 
impossible  to  do  anything  of  the  sort  except  by  legislation. 
Gentlemen  had  spoken  about  taking  a  test-case.  It  was  a  very 
nice  thing  from  a  sentimental  point  of  view,  but  it  was  quite 
impracticable.  It  was  all  very  well  to  talk  about  what  they 
would  do  if  they  got  into  court :  their  difficulty  would  be 
to  get  into  it.  Emphatic  opinions  had  been  got  from  two 
leading  counsel  in  this  country,  who  said  that  in  the  case 
put  before  them  the  Society  would  be  bound  to  fail.  The 
opinion  had  been  put  so  definitely  in  that  case  as  to  the 


position  of  companies  that  it  covered  the  question  alto- 
gether of  titles  and  keeping  open  shop.  That  opinion 
had  been  held  and  given  since  by  others  than  the 
two  distinguished  gentlemen  he  had  referred  to.  His 
friend  (Mr.  Gifford)  said  he  would  like  to  quote  the  opinion 
of  their  own  legal  adviser.  But  it  was  on  one  parti- 
cular case,  which  was  different  altogether  from  the  ques- 
tions they  had  been  discussing.  It  would  not  help  them 
one  iota  if  they  had  gone  into  court.  Mr.  Gifford  had 
referred  very  fully  to  the  trend  of  public  opinion,  and  also  to 
the  intention  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  They  all  knew  what 
the  intention  was,  but  the  question  was,  How  was  it  ad- 
ministered to-day  ?  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  perfectly  useless 
to  argue  on  this  question  by  saying  that  the  intention  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  was  so-and-so.  If  that  case  had  been  decided 
to-day,  it  would  have  been  quite  different.  There  was  a  case 
which  Mr.  Gifford  had  referred  to — the  Taff  Vale  decision — 
in  reference  to  limited  liability  companies  and  payment  of 
fees  and  funds  out  of  the  association.  Keferring  to  the  1880 
case,  it  was  a  very  bad  one  to  take,  and  he  thought  the  Council 
of  that  day  was  very  badly  advised  in  taking  it.  It  was  the 
case  of  a  grocer,  who  formed  himself  into  a  company,  and 
afterwards  bought  over  the  business  of  a  chemist,  where 
there  was  a  qualified  man  in  charge.  What  difference  could 
it  make  to  the  public  when  a  responsible  man  was  in  the 
shop,  and  the  company  had  absorbed  it  1 — and  when  the 
company  had  the  capital  and  absorbed  the  man,  the  only 
other  difference  was  the  question  of  capital.  Had  the  com- 
pany carried  on  business  with  an  unqualified  man,  it  was  per- 
fectly clear  that  that  decision  never  would  have  been  given. 
That  led  him  to  say,  although  they  themselves  looked  upon 
it  as  a  very, disgraceful  thing,  did  not  the  safety  of  the  public 
come  in  when  the  actual  seller  was  a  registered  man  1 
He  could  only  say  that  the  way  to  deal  with  that  ques- 
tion was  by  fresh  legislation.  It  was  absolutely  useless  to- 
take  up  any  test-case,  and  he  hoped  that  that  was  under- 
stood by  every  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  country.  The 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  looked  at  it  in 
every  light  over  and  over  again,  and  tried  to  do  the  best  they 
could  in  every  way  ;  but  there  was  only  one  hope,  and  that 
was  fresh  legislation.  As  to  the  Poisons  Committee,  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  really  had  at  present 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  there  was  a  time  coming  when 
they  would  have  to  do  with  it,  and  it  might  be  they  would 
have  to  stiffen  their  backs  and  band  themselves  together. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Yates  said  there  had  been  a  great  talk  about  the- 
reservation  of  titles.  He  felt  himself  that  the  first  point 
was  to  put  their  own  house  in  order.  There  were  certain 
shining  lights  among  them,  although  they  were  not  limited 
companies  and  did  not  trade  in  their  own  name,  who  were- 
in  the  same  position  as  companies  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
titles.  If  such  people  traded  in  their  own  name  the  public 
should  know  who  they  were. 

Mr.  Paterson  thought  the  whole  thing  turned  on  the 
widows'  clause. 

Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Kermath  again  spoke  briefly. 

Mr.  Watson  Will  said  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  contained 
information  which  was  at  the  disposal  of  every  member  of 
the  Society  since  it  began.  The  members  did  not  pay 
sufficient  attention  to  their  own  literature,  nor  to  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  case  that  appeared  in  that  literature.  As  to 
the  suggestion  to  take  a  theoretical  case,  Mr.  Gifford  had 
been  very  careful  to  avoid  giving  such  a  case. 

Mr.  Gifford  :  Yes,  I  did. 

Mr.  Watson  Will  :  You  have  made  no  suggestion. 

Mr.  Gifford  :  May  I  explain  ? 

The  Chairman  :  You  will  be  allowed  again. 

Mr.  Watson  Will,  proceeding,  said  those  who  belonged 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  did  not  back  it  up  as  they 
ought  to  do. 

Mr.  Gifford  remarked  that  he  had  stated  distinctly  that 
the  case  they  should  take  was  one  about  which  there  could 
be  no  doubt.  A  great  capitalistic  company  of  the  highest 
standing  was  the  one  he  would  take,  and  he  might  ask  their 
legal  advisers  to  state  a  case  which  could  be  distinguished 
from  the  case  of  1880.  He  had  support  in  that  statement 
from  a  distinguished  lawyer,  in  whom  he  bad  reason  to  have 
the  greatest  confidence.  He  said:  "The  House  of  Lords 
had  distinguished  a  previous  case  of  its  own,  and  practically, 
I  although  not  nominally,  reversed  the  law  that  was  thought 
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to  have  been  recently  settled.  There  had  been  some  recent 
trades-union  cases  in  which  that  point  had  been  fully  brought 
out." 

The  Chairman  said  they  had  heard  the  arguments  for 
and  against.  He  had  listened  to  Mr.  MacEwan's  summary 
with  very  great  pleasure.  All  the  facts  that  he  had  brought 
before  them  had  appeared  in  their  trade  journals  for  many 
years  back,  and  he  had  been  perfectly  familiar  with  them, 
and  it  was  long  since  he  recognised  that  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  was  of  no  good  so  far  as  companies  were  concerned. 
His  legal  acumen  was  not  sufficiently  distinct  to  lead  him 
to  the  decision  that  the  word  "person"  in  the  clause  "it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  a  person  to  sell,  keep  open  shop,"  &c, 
could  not  cover  a  company  of  persons,  and  that,  therefore,  a 
company  was  outside  the  Act.  Mr.  Paterson  had  said  they 
ought  to  go  back  and  admit  the  error.  He  (the  Chairman) 
was  at  one  with  Mr.  Newsholme,  who  said  they  could  uot  go 
back.  The  clock  went  on,  and  they  had  got  to  face  phar- 
macy facts  as  they  were  to-day,  and  take  them  as  they  were 
found.  There  was  no  question  if  they  had  managed  to 
accept  the  Lord  Chancellor's  clause  of  two  years  ago  they 
might  have  been  in  a  better  position  to-day  than  they  were. 
Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  put  the  matter  very  clearly,  as  he  always 
did.  He  had  listened  very  carefully  to  his  statement,  and 
would  bear  it  in  mind,  and  he  hoped  the  Federation  would 
be  able  to  assist  the  Council  in  some  way  in  passing  the  new 
Bill.  Mr.  Yates  had  made  reference  to  trading  in  other 
names.  This  was  a  matter  which  undoubtedly  gave  corpora- 
tions the  strongest  hold  in  putting  forth  their  claim.  Four 
or  five  years  ago  the  Glasgow  Association  had  sent  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  on  the  subject.  He 
noticed  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  from  which  it  had 
never  emerged.  (Laughter.)  He  had  been  very  outspoken 
at  the  time.  He  did  not  limit  himself  to  generalities,  but 
gave  individual  cases.  He  was  not  afraid  to  mention  names 
— (hear,  hear) — and  if  Mr.  Newsholme  cared  to  look  up  the 
records,  he  thought  that  five  years  ago  in  the  resolution  that 
went  from  the  Glasgow  Association  there  were  mentioned 
four  or  five  firms  who  used  obsolete  names,  with  the 
names  of  the  present  proprietors  kept  in  the  background 
— a  state  of  matters  which  ought  not  to  be.  They  could  not 
go  back  upon  the  question  of  legislation.  They  must  take 
things  as  they  were.  They  would  have  great  pleasure  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  saw  their  way  to  bring  forward  a 
new  Bill  on  reasonable  lines,  and  he  would  give  them  all  the 
support  in  his  power.  They  had  been  very  much  indebted 
to  Mr.  MacEwan,  Mr.  Gifford,  and  Mr.  Newsholme  for  the 
lucid  way  in  which  they  had  made  their  explanations,  and 
he  asked  them  to  accord  these  gentlemen  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  MacEwan,  in  reply,  said  a  debate  was  of  little  good ;  the 
Federation  must  do  something.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Hill,  in 
his  exceedingly  clever  speech,  one  part  of  which  answered 
the  other,  as  the  antidote  counteracted  the  poison — 
(laughter) — gave  them  some  nice  little  things  about  obiter 
dicta,  interdict,  &c,  but,  after  all,  the  whole  of  the  Law 
Courts  of  the  country  had  been  going  upon  the  decision 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  the  London  and  Provincial 
Supply  Association  for  twenty-two  years,  and  the  simple  fact 
that  they  had  gone  upon  was  that  companies  were  not  out- 
side the  Pharmacy  Act,  but  outside  Sections  1  and  15  of  the 
Act.  They  were  not  outside  the  terms  of  the  Act,  but  of 
these  two  sections.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Hill  :  In  that  one  point. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  it  was  very  nice  to  say  so,  but  it  was 
that  sort  of  thing  that  deceived  people  and  made  progress 
on  the  title  question  impossible.  They  all  had  great  respect 
for  Mr.  Hill's  opinions,  but  when  they  found  the  existing 
Lord  Chancellor  and  his  predecessor  were  of  the  opinion  that 
a  corporation  is  not  a  person,  then  it  was  necessary  to 
have  legislation  to  decide  this  important  matter,  and  any 
other  opinion  was  utterly  out  of  court.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  distinctly  pointed  out  that  no  one  had 
given  a  judgment  but  on  the  one  point,  and  no  case  had 
been  presented  to  any  Court  in  this  country  but  on  that  one 
point. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  that  was  quite  so — it  was  on  the  ques- 
tion of  selling  poisons,  but  it  practically  settled  the 
question  of  a  company  being  a  person.  It  is  not  in  Sections  1 
and  15,  but  is  in  the  17th  section.  Their  Lordships  considered 
all  the  points,  and  legal  authorities  considered  it  legally 


and  not  logically.  That  was  where  Mr.  Hill  went  wrong. 
He  is  a  born  logician.  IE  he  had  been  educated  for  the 
law  he  would  have  risen  to  the  Lord  Chancellorship. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Hill  :  I  stated  facts  to  the  meeting,  and  no  opinion. 

Mr.  MacEwan:  Very  well.  You  have  Mr.  Hill's  facts, 
and  I  am  peculiar  in  that  respect  too,  for  I  presented  facts, 
only  I  quote  them.  (Laughter.)  Proceeding,  Mr.  MacEwan 
said  the  object  of  that  day's  meeting,  so  far  as  that  subject 
was  concerned,  was  that  the  Federation  would  give  a  point 
to  the  drug-trade  and  the  various  Associations  throughout 
the  country.  They  must  either  go  forward  with  the  notion 
that  it  was  possible  to  get  a  test-case  (and  he  thought,  from 
the  trend  of  the  discussion  and  what  had  been  said  by  Mr. 
Newsholme,  that  that  was  impossible),  or  the  only  other  course 
— and  that  was  to  let  associations  throughout  the  country 
know  that  they  must  come  together  as  one  man  and  support 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  association.  He  hoped,  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  to  have  this  matter  of 
the  use  of  titles  and  the  practice  and  carrying-on  the  busi- 
ness of  pharmacy  legislated  upon  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  Gifford  said  that,  after  hearing  the  discussion,  he 
was  considerably  strengthened  in  his  own  opinions  and  more 
determined  than  ever  to  give  effect  to  them.  In  his  opinion, 
Mr.  MacEwan's  position  was  a  matter  of  chucking  up  the 
sponge.  (No,  no.)  That  was  his  opinion.  (Laughter.) 
Mr.  MacEwan  suggested — he  was  very  suggestive — that  a 
lot  of  misguided  people  thought  if  they  got  a  test-case  they 
would  be  all  right.  He  (Mr.  Gifford)  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  misguided  or  ill-advised  or  not.  He  did  not  think  so, 
but  perhaps  he  had  not  gone  to  the  right  quarter;  but  he  did 
not  think  for  one  moment  that  if  he  got  a  test-case  he  should 
be  finished  with  all  his  difficulties.  They  would  probably 
only  be  beginning  then,  but  he  wanted  to  get  into  the  fight. 
In  fact,  if  they  started  a  fight  on  new  legislation  this  year 
or  next  year  he  was  prepared  to  start  the  fight  if  the  new 
legislation  was  not  in  the  direction  that  suited  him.  As  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Judges  that  had  been  referred  to,  when 
the  time  came  he  was  prepared  to  stand  to  what  he  said 
regarding  them. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  asked  Mr.  Newsholme  whether,  if  they 
published  the  opinions  of  counsel  that  had  bean  got,  they 
would  also  publish  the  memorial  on  which  the  opinion  was 
taken. 

Mr.  Newsholme  personally  saw  no  objection  to  doing  so, 
and  said  he  would  consult  the  Council  with  regard  to  the 
matter,  and  it  might  be  done  if  there  was  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Giles  (Aberdeen)  moved : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Federation  feels  that  the  only  way  to 
improve  our  position  and  restrict  the  use  of  titles  is  by  fresh  legis- 
lation, and  pledges  itself  to  use  its  best  endeavour  to  promote  this 
object. 

Mr.  Clarke  seconded. 

The  Chairman  called  for  an  amendment,  and  none  being 
forthcoming,  he  declared  the  resolution  to  be  the  unanimous 
finding  of  the  meeting. 

The  next  business  before  the  meeting  was  "  The  Inci- 
dence of 

'Patent-medicine'  Law 

and  the  Administration  Thereof,"  in  connection  with  which 
a  resolution  was  submitted  by  the  Grimsby  Association, 
suggesting 

that  whenever  registered  chemists  have  submitted  labels  for  the 
opinions  of  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  as  to 
the  liability  or  non-liability  of  such  to  stamp-duty,  the 
opinion  once  given  shall  remain  permanent  until  some  judicial 
decision  has  been  given  to  the  contrary,  and  that  then  notice 
should  be  given  that  such  label  is  now  liable.  That  the  first 
notification  of  any  breach  of  the  patent-medicine  law  shall  not 
carry  a  penalty. 

That  a  registered  chemist  be  allowed  to  recommend  any 
preparation  the  formula  for  which  is  or  has  been  published  in 
any  British  Pharmacopoeia  or  other  well-attested  text-books,  and 
further,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  a  chemist  is  a 
State-qualified  man,  he  should  be  allowed  to  recommend  and  sell 
over  his  own  counter  any  preparations  not  professing  to  be  "  pre- 
pared only  by,"  or  words  equivalent  thereto,  without  such  prepara- 
tions being  liable  to  stamp-duty. 

Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  suggested  that  this  was  not  an 
opportune  time  to  ask  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  look 
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into  a  matter  which  was  an  exceptional  privilege  to 
chemists,  and  that  there  was  a  risk  of  the  privilege  being 
rescinded. 

Mr.  E.  Jones  thought  it  would  be  foolishness  at  that  time 
to  bring  themselves  too  prominently  before  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities.  They  had  recently  got  a  valuable  con- 
cession in  the  case  against  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  They  should  be 
content  to  wait  patiently  for  the  final  settlement  of  the 
question.  He  recommended  that  meeting  and  those  who 
were  not  present  to  send  in  their  donations  to  the  fund  to 
help  Mr.  Jones  to  fight  that  case. 

Mr.  Henry  said  he  had  every  sympathy  with  the  Grimsby 
Association,  but  was  not  quite  sure  they  would  gain  anything 
by  going  on  in  the  way  the  resolution  pointed. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  also  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  a  great  mistake  to  ask  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  go 
against  their  own  commands.  They  wanted  to  get  as  much 
money  as  possible,  and  if  a  chemist  was  not  sufficiently  long- 
headed to  know  the  labels  that  should  escape  the  duty,  then 
that  was  his  own  affair.  If  a  chemist  wanted  to  conduct  his 
business  on  scientific  lines,  then  he  ought  not  to  put  any 
recommendations  upon  his  labels.  If  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
meeting,  he  thought  they  might  let  the  subject  drop. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Territorial  Representation. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  expressions  of  opinion" had 
reached  him  on  the  question  of  territorial  representation  as  a 
basis  for  the  election  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  that 
was  the  reason  the  matter  had  been  put  upon  the  agenda. 
Mr.  Thompson,  who  had  introduced  it  on  a  previous  occasion, 
had  sent  him  some  reprints,  and  perhaps  it  might  be  advisable 
to  let  the  subject  stand  over. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tocher,  seconded  by  Mr.  Silson, 
the  question  was  was  remitted  to  the  affiliated  Associations 
for  consideration  and  to  be  brought  up  for  discussion  next 
year. 

"  Tabloid  "  Advertisements. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  Smith,  the  former 
Chairman,  calling  attention  to  the  "Pirates"  advertisements 
issued  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  in  which  com- 
plaint was  especially  made  regarding  a  leaflet  enclosed  in 
cartons  issued  by  th  it  firm  which,  he  stated,  reflects  upon 
the  honesty  of  retail  chemists.  A  few  minutes  of  warm 
speech  followed,  Mr.  Charles  Kerr,  Mr.  James  Grier,  Mr. 
Tocher,  and  others  supporting  Mr.  Smith.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  strong  action  should  be  taken  in  the  matter, 
and  a  resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  to  write  to  the  firm  pointing  out  the  objectionable 
nature  of  the  advertisements  referred  to.  One  member 
stated  that  he  opens  every  carton  of  tabloids  and  removes 
the  leaflet  before  selling  the  contents  of  the  carton. 

Mr.  Silson  proposed  a 

Vote  of  Thanks 

to  the  Chairman.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Newsholme, 
who  took  occasion  to  express  thanks  for  the  attention  given 
to  the  delegates  from  England  not  only  at  the  Conference, 
but  for  the  reception  accorded  to  them  at  that  meeting  of 
the  Federation.  (Applause.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  cordially  passed,  the  Chairman 
briefly  acknowledged  the  compliment,  and  the  proceedings 
then  terminated. 


The  Title  Question. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford,  to  whom  we  sent  a  proof  of  the  open- 
ing statement  on  the  reservation  of  titles,  sends  us  the 
following  additional  remarks  : — 

Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  is  an  admirable  statement  of  the 
don't-do-anything-if-you-can-help-it  advocate's  case — that  is 
to  say,  of  the  Council's  policy.  Let  me  just  mention,  however, 
(1)  that  Mr.  MacEwan's  conclusions  are  actually  assumptions, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  well  founded.  (Surely,  if  the 
decision  in  1880  virtually  repealed  the  Act  of  Parliament — 
as  is  argued — it  is  amazing  that  it  should  be  left  to  a 
Federation  meeting  twenty-two  years  afterwards  to  find  it 
out.)  (2)  That  I  absolutely  deny  his  assertion  that  the 
Council  has  not  ignored  the  clamour  for  a  test-case — as  a 


fine  point  it  may  be  correct,  actually  it  is  not.  Again,  when 
has  the  Council  sought  counsel's  opinion  ?  It  had  an  opinion 
in  1885,  to  which  I  have  given  much  consideration  since 
being  on  the  Council.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any 
opinions,  except  such  as  support  my  contention  for  activity. 
I  protest  against  referring  to  opinion  as  within  the  last  few 
years  when  the  reference  is  to  seventeen  years  ago. 

I  have  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Federation  for  assum- 
ing that  I  advocate  a  different  policy  than  that  embodied  in 
Mr.  MacEwan's  paper.  I  do.  I  believe  the  policy  of  do- 
nothing,  this  policy  of  waiting  upon  events,  this  splendid 
isolation  of  the  Council,  is  responsible  for  our  present 
position.  My  conception  of  a  councillor's  duty  is  dual.  He 
administers  the  Acts  of  Parliament.  He  should  protect  the 
privileges  of  the  registered  person.  Have  we  done  this 
latter  ?  Are  we  doing  it  ?  My  policy  is  one  of  activity, 
manifested  in  every  possible  way.  A  test-case  is  merely  an 
incident  in  such  a  policy,  advocated  because  it  would  at 
least  demonstrate  most  strikingly  the  absurdity,  as  well  as 
the  glaring  injustice,  existing.  I  would  educate  pharmacists 
to  a  proper  appreciation  of  their  rights,  insist  by  agitation 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  combine  and  insist  upon  privileges 
attaching  to  qualification.  I  would  have  Mr.  Newsholme's 
scheme  of  organisation  a  reality — the  Federation  a  power,  and 
not  a  mere  safety-valve.  Everything  is  to  be  gained,  there 
is  nothing  to  lose.  Why,  then,  this  fearful  hesitancy  and 
doubt  ? 

Certainly  testing  the  law  is  in  my  programme.  I  would 
take  a  test-case  with  proper  precautions.  And  now  on  this 
matter  what  is  Mr.  MacEwan's  argument  worth  ?  He  says, 
"  Proceedings  against  a  company  for  the  use  of  our  title  are 
bound  to  fail  in  a  court  of  first  instance."  Were  this  true 
it  is  useless  arguing  further.  But  later  he  says,  "  So  far  I 
have  not  attempted  to  tell  title-test  case  advocates  how  stupid 
they  are,  and  I  shall  not  do  so,  but  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  that  a  test-case,  supposing  it  were  taken  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  would  reach  the  House  of  Lords,"  &c. 

How  are  the  statements  reconciled  1  The  whole  paper — I 
am  sure  Mr.  MacEwan  will  excuse  me — is  special  pleading, 
and  he  begs  the  whole  question. 

Again,  let  me  illustrate  ;  we  are  doing  nothing,  because  a 
Poisons  Commission  is  sitting.  Yet  we  are  told  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  Still,  we  must  wait.  What  for  ?  To 
conserve  our  strength  for  combating,  what  we  expect  to  call 
confiscation.  Really  it  makes  one  sick  always  waiting  for 
kicks,  always  presenting  the  other  cheek. 

Will  associations,  will  chemists  sit  down  without  making 
an  effort  ?  Is  there  any  other  body  existing  who  would  so 
tamely  suffer  such  gross  anomalies,  such  flagrant  injustice, 
such  confiscation  ?    I  certainly  do  not  know  of  any. 


The  Association  of  Liqueur-manufacturers  and  Spirit-distillers 
of  Germany  purposes  opening  a  technical  school  for  distillers  in 
Berlin  on  October  15.  Professor  Zuntz,  of  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, has  undertaken  the  lectures. 

A  "  Times  "  Advertisement. — A  Gift  to  the  Whole  World. 
The  advertiser  will  challenge  for  the  sixth  time  that  he  will  cure 
consumption  in  three  months.  Bronchitis,  asthma,  and  coughing 
defied  at  once,  simply  by  nature.  Gentlemen,  gentlemen  that 
give  your  thousands  to  build  sanatoriums,  if  they  were  to  build 
sanatoriums  all  over  the  country  and  put  them  all  together  they 
will  never  cure  consumption  the  way  they  are  going  on  now. 
Gentlemen,  I  don't  ask  you  for  your  thousands,  I  don't  ask  you  for 
a  penny  ;  all  I  ask  is  to  form  a  committee,  half  doctors  and  half 
gentlemen.  I  was  at  the  Queen's  Hall.  I  have  all  the  abstracts. 
I  will  take  them  one  by  one  and  prove  they  are  all  wrong.  To 
prove  they  are  wrong  I  must  prove  I  am  right.  Gentlemen,  I 
would  not  be  without  the  discovery  and  be  unable  to  have  cured 
myself  for  all  the  gold  on  the  earth.  What  is  the  use  of  all  the 
gold  if  you  cannot  breathe,  as  was  my  case  ?  I  had  to  sleep  in  a 
chair  for  eight  weeks,  expecting  every  night  would  be  my  last.  I 
am  in  my  73rd  year,  and  can  go  fishing  as  I  used  to  fifty  years 
ago.  Also,  I  will  convince  you  that  the  germs  of  the  disease  can 
never  pass  the  patient's  mouth  alive.  I  want  the  world  to  say,  as 
I  did  at  a  quarter  to  2  on  the  morning  of  April  16,  1899,  "  Good 
God,  I  live,  and  so  shall  my  fellow-men."  I  have  found  that  a 
man  can  make  a  pump  of  his  lungs,  a  handle  of  his  jaw,  a  rake  of 
his  teeth  to  rake  all  the  thick  phlegm  up,  and  a  broom  of  his 
tongue  that  will  clean  out  all  back  of  the  lungs,  as  if  you  had 
sponged  them  ;  therefore,  if  you  clear  away  all  the  phlegm  that 
contains  the  germs  of  the  disease  you  can  cure  consumption.  I 

I  have  had  sixty  years'  experience  of  the  germs  ;  and  if  my  country 

I  will  not  have  it  I  will  give  it  to  America. 
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personalities. 


Mb.  H.  Thomson,  son  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Ihomson,  Lochee,  has 
graduated  in  Arts  at  St.  Andrews  with  first-class  honours, 
and  will  continue  his  studies  at  Merton  College,  Oxford,  in 
which  he  has  been  awarded  a  scholarship. 

Mb.  Henby  A.  Wetzel,  a  director  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  U.S.A.,  terminates  a  business  tour  in 
Europe  this  week.  Mr.  Wetzel,  who  sails  in  the  St.  Paul  on 
Saturday,  called  in  this  week  to  bid  us  good-bye.  He 
reports  that  he  has  had  a  very  successful  tour,  and  that  his 
firm's  European  business  is  constantly  increasing. 

Last  week,  in  our  brief  note  of  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris's  career' 
we  credited  Monmouthshire  as  Mr.  .  Idris's  birthplace ;  it 
should  have  been  Pembrokeshire.  We  do  not  altogether 
regret  the  error,  as  it  has  brought  us  some  particulars  of 
Mr.  Idris's  life  with  which  we  were  previously  unacquainted. 
Mr.  Idris  is  the  son  of  a  small  Welsh  farmer,  who  cultivated 
about  70  acres  of  land  at  Vallen,  a  remote  Pembrokeshire 
parish.  Up  to  the  age  of  8  young  Williams — he  changed 
his  name  to  Idris  many  years  later — spoke  nothing  but 
Welsh,  but,  being  sent  to  a  school  at  Tavernspite,  Car- 
marthenshire, was  "thrashed  into  speaking  English."  Young 
Williams,  being  a  favourite  pupil  and  a  bright  lad,  did  not 
require  much  incentive  to  the  acquisition  of  English  ;  but  his 
father,  discovering  that  his  son  was  required  to  commit  the 
Church  catechism  to  memory,  the  boy's  school-days 
summarily  terminated.  At  12,  after  a  few  months  in  a 
draper's  shop,  the  lad  was  apprenticed  to  a  cousin,  a  chemist 
at  Ebbw  Vale,  for  four  years,  and  then  went  as  an  assistant 
to  another  chemist-cousin  at  Crickhowell  till  he  was  21. 
Mr.  Williams  next  spent  a  year  at  Herrings  &  Go's.,  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C.,  and  then  went  into  business  at  Brinmawr  with 
a  partner  named  Llewellyn,  but  the  partnership  was  dissolved 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  and  Mr.  Williams  returned  to 
Herrings  &  Co.'s  for  another  six  years.  The  next  important 
point  in  Mr.  Williams's  career  was  the  purchase  of  a  small 
business  in  Seven  Sisters  Road,  in  North  London,  which  soon 
grew  to  be  an  important  business.  Other  shops  were  added, 
and  in  1875  the  aerated-water  business  was  started,  the 
Welsh  name  "  Idris  "  being  applied  to  the  products  turned 
out  from  the  new  factory.  In  1893  Mr.  Williams  changed 
his  name  to  Idris.  The  Kentish  Town  pharmacy,  one  of  the 
businesses  with  which  Mr.  Idris  was  connected,  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Idris  and  his  brother-in-law,  the  latter  eventually 
retiring.  Mr.  Peters,  the  manager,  in  course  of  time  became 
partner,  and  then  owner.  Mr.  Idris's  connection  with  public 
life  we  must  leave  for  another  time,  but  may  add  that  before 
long  we  expect  to  be  able  to  chronicle  his  entry  into 
parliamentary  life. 


Btrtb. 


Coyvie.  —  At  26  E.  Claremont  Street,  Edinburgh,  on 
August  17,  the  wife  of  William  Beaverly  Cowie,  Principal  of 
the  Edinburgh  Central  School  of  Pharmacy,  of  a  son. 


flDarrtage. 


Wilson — Innes. — At  Meadowbank,  Ayr,  on  August  12, 
by  the  Rev.  William  Cairns  Duncan,  James  Bell  Wilson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Birmingham,  to  Marion  Dougall, 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  George  Innes,  Ayr. 


Deatbs. 


Bavebstock.— At  High  Street,  Purton,  on  August  13,  Mr. 
F.  Baverstock.  Aged  80.  Mr.  Baverstock  conducted  a 
pharmacy  at  Wootton  Bassett  for  many  years. 

Bush. — At  East  Stow,  Downham  Market,  on  August  10, 
Mr.  George  Bush,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  59. 


Dodds. — At  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  after  an  opera- 
tion, on  August  12,  Mr.  Nicholas  Dodds,  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  of  Coldstream.    Aged  63. 

Feance. — At  Ford  House,  Gateshead,  on  August  10,  Mr. 
George  Thornton  France.  Aged  65.  Mr.  France  was  for 
many  years  in  business  as  a  chemical-manufacturer  at  Friar's 
Goose,  Gateshead,  and  was  formerly  Chairman  of  the  Gates- 
head School  Board. 

Gbaham. — On  August  13,  Mr.  Joseph  Graham,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  28  Castle  Street,  Carlisle.    Aged  66.  Mr. 
}  Graham  was,  until  recently,  in  business  as  a  chemist  and 
!  druggist  in  Caldewgate.    At  one  time  he  sat  on  the  City 
Council. 

Heabne. — Intelligence  has  reached  this  country  of  the 
death  at  Bulawayo  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Hearne,  dispenser  at  the 
i  Memorial  Hospital,  Bulawayo.    Mr.  Hearne,  who  was  34- 
years  of  age,  had  been  in  South  Africa  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Boer  war. 

McCall. — At  9  Windsor  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  August  15r 
Mr.  William  George  McCall,  chemist,  formerly  member  of 
Leith  Parish  Council,  and  of  the  firm  of  J.  Sc  W.  G.  McCall, 
chemists,  Leith  Walk. 

Bobbins. — We  give  this  week  the  portrait  of  Mr.  John 
Robbins,  whose  death  we  reported  last  week  (page  322).  As 
supplementary  to  the  biography  we  gave,  it  may  be  added 


that  Mr.  Robbins  was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  Eyre,  of 
Launceston,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Mr.  Robbins  was  Master  of  the  Wheelwrights' 
Company  in  1892,  and  was  a  prominent  Freemason,[h>eing 
formerly  Master  of  St.  Andrews  Lodge,  No.  231. 

Smythe.  —  Suddenly  at  1  Gower  Street,  Bootleg  on 
August  13,  Mr.  George  E.  Smythe,  for  many  years  manager 
for  the  executors  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Warhurst,  chemist,  Liverpool. 

Tappolet. — On  August  14,  at  Winterton,  Carlton  Road, 
Sidcup,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness,  Mr.  Edward  Walter 
Tappolet,  for  many  years  with  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons, 
Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.    Aged  42. 


An  Association  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  of  Prussia  has  been 
founded  in  Berlin  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  interests  of  the 
profession.    Already  it  numbers  400  members. 

German  Exports  to  the  United  States  (1901-2). — The  de- 
clared value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  shown  by  the 
statements  made  to  the  German  Embassy  by  the  (four)  United 
States  Consuls-General  in  Germany  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1902,  was  $102,714,000,  being  an  increase  over  the  pre- 
ceding year  of  about  .$2,750,000. 
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Xeaal  IReporte. 


Trade  Law. 

Adart.  —  Application  was  made  in  the  High  Court  on 
August  20  by  Mr.  Sebastian  on  behalf  of  a  company  known  as 
Adart  (Limited)  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  Smith's  Advertising 
Agency  from  using  the  word  '-  Adart "  in  connection  with  their 
business.  The  plaintiff  company  was  incorporated  early  in 
February  last  as  advertising  agents  with  this  title,  which  was 
claimed  to  be  the  invention  of  Mr.  Hamburger,  the  managing 
director.  The  defendants  have  established  an  "Adart"  depart- 
ment, and  this  the  plaintiffs  urged  was  calculated  to  injure  their 
business.  For  the  defendants,  Mr.  G.  E.  Wright  pointed  out  that 
advertisement  was  commonly  known  as  "  ad,"  and  that  "  adart  " 
was  a  mere  combination  of  two  English  words,  and  not  an  inven- 
tion. The  plaintiffs,  therefore,  had  no  right  to  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  word.  In  America  it  was  common  to  speak  of  "  ad  rates  " 
and  "  ad  setting,"  meaning  rates  for  advertisements  and  rates  for 
setting.  The  same  mode  of  expression  was  now  becoming  common 
in  this  country.  His  clients  were  an  old-established  firm,  and  they 
simply  used  the  word  in  connection  with  the  advertisements  they 
published.  It  was  hardly  likely  that  they  would  filch  any  of  the 
business  of  the  plaintiffs.  His  Lordship,  without  making  an 
order,  said  the  case  was  one  for  a  speedy  trial.  Leave  to  apply  to 
expedite  the  trial  was  given,  the  costs  of  the  motion  to  be  costs  in 
the  action. 

What  is  a  Factory  ? — At  Bow  Street,  on  August  7,  Messrs. 
Waterlow  Brothers  &  Layton,  Broken  Wharf,  Upper  Thames 
Street,  E.C.,  were  summoned  for  failing  to  affix  an  abstract  of  the 
Factory  Act  and  the  address  of  the  Factory  Inspector  at  a  room 
at  the  Law  Courts  of  which  they  are  occupiers.  It  appears  that 
the  defendants  employ  a  bookbinder  in  one  of  the  rooms  at  the 
Law  Courts  to  repair  the  books  of  the  courts,  and  the  contention  is 
that  in  consequence  the  room  comes  under  the  definition  of  a 
factory.  No  rent  is  paid  for  the  use  of  the  room.  The  defendants 
say  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  a  room  is  a  factory  or  workshop 
merely  because  a  man  does  some  bookbinding  in  it.  Men  were 
sometimes  employed  in  banks  to  bind  ledgers,  but  it  would  be 
absurd  to  say  that  a  bank  in  consequence  came  under  the  Factory 
Act.  If  there  is  a  conviction  in  this  case,  it  was  urged,  the  Law 
Courts  will  have  to  be  whitewashed  periodically,  a  clock  provided, 
and  other  unnecessary  work  done  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  Factory  Act.  It  was  contended,  moreover,  that  the 
defendants  are  not  the  occupiers  of  the  room  as  they  pay  no  rent, 
and  no  allowance  is  mode  to  them  in  respect  to  the  rent.  Sir 
Albert  de  Rutzen  agreed  that  at  the  passing  of  the  Act  the 
Legislature  did  not  contemplate  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  at  the 
adjourned  hearing  on  August  14  imposed  a  fine  of  Is.,  and  2s.  costs. 
A  case  for  the  higher  Court  was  stated. 

Sugar  in  Condensed  Milk.— A  test-case  was  part  heard 
by  Mr.  D'Eyncourt  at  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  August  15  on 
this  question.  The  Finsbury  Borough  Council  summoned  a  grocer 
for  selling  condensed  milk  containing  44'74  per  cent,  of  cane  sugar. 
The  facts  were  not  disputed,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck,  who  defended, 
said  ever  since  condensed  milk  had  been  made  it  was  prepared 
with  the  addition  of  sugar.  In  the  process  of  manufacture  the 
moisture  was  driven  out  of  the  milk,  and  sugar,  in  the  form  of 
thick  syrup,  was  added  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  milk  by 
preventing  fermentation.  Milk  was  condensed  both  with  the  cream 
and  without  the  cream,  and  it  was  more  necessary  that  the 
skimmed  variety  should  contain  sugar  than  the  whole  variety— 
the  full-cream  milk— because  the  fat  in  the  latter  acted  somewhat 
as  a  preservative.  Condensed  milk  to  which  sugar  had  not  been 
added  decomposed  rapidly  when  the  tin  was  opened.  The  only 
alternative  to  using  sugar  would  be  to  use  acid,  such  as  boric, 
for  preserving  the  milk.  The  milk  to  winch  sugar  had  been  added 
would  keep  for  a  week  after  the  tin  was  opened,  whereas  the  un- 
sweetened brand  would  go  bad  within  a  few  hours  of  opening.  As 
an  article  of  food  it  was  much  more  useful  with  the  sugar  than 
without  it,  and  it  was  known  to  the  public  that  in  the  process  of 
condensing  milk  sugar  was  used.  There  were  hundreds  of  brands 
of  condensed  milk,  and  only  four  brands  did  not  contain  sugar. 
Sugar  in  condensed  milk  stood  in  the  same  relation  as  sugar 
in  preserved  fruit  or  jam.  Messrs.  Richard  Bannister,  F.I.C., 
C.  G.  Moor,  F.I.C.,  and  A.  Gordon  Salamon,  F.I.C.,  each  deposed  that 
sugar,  in  his  opinion,  was  necessary  as  a  preservative  in  condensed 
milk.    The  case  was  adjourned  for  further  expert  evidence. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act. -At  the  Marylebone 
County  Court  (London)  on  August  8,  judgment  was  delivered  in 
the  case  of  Burr  v.  Whiteley,  which  raises  the  point  as  to  whether 
shop-assistants  can  claim  under  this  Act.  The  applicant  was  Mr. 
Albert  Edward  Burr,  St.  Ann's,  Braughing,  Herts,  and  the  respon- 
dents William  Whiteley  (Limited),  Westbourne  Grove,  London, 
W.  The  main  facts  of  the  case  and  the  points  raised  are 
stated  in  the  judgment,  which  was  as  follows  :  "  The  applicant  in 
this  case  was  employed  by  the  respondents,  William  Whiteley 


(Limited),  as  a  salesman.  On  July  25,  1901,  at  8.20  a.m.,  while  he 
was  returning  to  his  department  from  a  breakfast-room,  along  an 
underground  corridor,  he  was  injured  by  the  handles  of  a  loaded 
trolley  falling  upon  him,  and  the  question  which  I  have  to  determine 
is  whether  he  is  entitled  to  compensation  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1897.  The  first  point  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
respondents  was  that  there  had  been  no  '  claim  for  compensation  ' 
within  six  months  from  the  occurrence  of  the  acident,  as  required 
by  section  2,  sub-section  1,  of  the  Act.  I  held  on  a  former  occasion 
that  this  contention  was  well  founded.  Upon  appeal,  however, 
the  Court  of  Appeal  expressed  a  strong  opinion  that  the  respon- 
dents were  estopped  by  their  letters  from  raising  this  point,  and 
the  case  was  sent  back.  The  question  of  estoppel  was  not  raised 
before  me  at  the  former  hearing,  and  I  did  not  consider  it. 
Although  I  do  not  think  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
was  intended  as  a  direction  to  me,  I  have,  upon  consideration, 
come  clearly  to  the  conclusion  that  the  letters  of  the  respondents 
did  create  an  estoppel,  precluding  them  from  insisting  upon  the 
point  that  there  had  been  no  claim  for  compensation  under 
section  2  of  the  Act.  The  next  question  raised  was  as  to  whether 
the  applicant's  employment  was  one  to  which  the  Act  applied. 
That  depends  upon  the  construction  of  section  7,  which  provides 
that  the  Act  shall  apply  only  to  employment  by  the  undertakers 
'  on,  in,  or  about  ....  a  factory.'  I  have,  therefore,  to  determine 
whether  the  respondents'  premises  are  a  '  factory '  within  the 
meaning  of  the  section,  which  goes  on  to  enact  that  1  factory  '  has 
the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  1878  to 
1891,  and  also  includes  any  '  warehouse  machinery  or  plant '  to 
which  any  provision  of  the  Factory  Acts  is  applied  by  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1895.  The  evidence  showed  that  the  respon- 
dents' premises  consist  of  two  distinct  blocks,  which  may  be 
conveniently  called  the  Queen's  Koad  premises  and  the  West- 
bourne  Grove  premises.  The  two  blocks  are  connected  by  a  sub- 
terranean passage,  and  also  by  an  overhead  bridge.  Some  parts 
of  the  Queen's  Road  premises  contain  machinery,  and  those  pre- 
mises— or,  at  all  events,  some  parts  of  them — are,  I  think,  a 
'  factory  '  within  the  meaning  of  section  7  of  the  Act.  The  appli- 
cant's department,  however,  was  in  the  Westbourne  Grove  block, 
where  there  is  no  machinery,  unless  an  hydraulic  lift  can  be  con- 
sidered '  machinery.'  The  breakfast-room  and  the  corridor  in  which 
the  accident  happened  are  in  the  basement  underneath  the  West- 
bourne Grove  premises,  and  these  premises  are,  in  my  opinion, 
used  exclusively  as  retail  shops.  In  these  circumstances  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Westbourne  Grove  premises  are 
not  a  '  factory,'  and  that  the  applicant  was  not,  therefore,  at  the 
time  of  the  accident  employed  1  on,  in,  or  about  ....  a  factory ' 
within  the  meaning  of  section  7  of  the  Act.  It  was  further  argued 
that  the  Westbourne  Grove  block,  if  not  a  '  factory '  in  the  ordi- 
nary acceptation  of  that  term,  was  a  '  warehouse,'  and  therefore 
within  the  definition  of  '  factory  '  in  section  7,  sub-section  2.  In 
my  opinion,  however,  these  premises  were  not  a  1  warehouse,' 
although,  no  doubt,  they  contained  rooms  for  storing  goods.  I 
think,  however,  that  such  storage  was  merely  auxiliary  to  the 
retail  business  carried  on  in  this  part  of  the  premises.  I  come, 
therefore,  to  the  conclusion  that  the  applicant  is  not  entitled  to 
compensation  under  the  Act."  The  question  of  appeal  was  after- 
wards raised. 


The  Customs  Act. 

The  Saccharin-cases. 

At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  August  16,  Karl 
Fredk.  Kramer,  drug-merchant,  carrying  on  business  at 
11  Rangoon  Street,  Crutchedfriars,  and  in  Southwark,  who 
was  before  the  Court  on  August  13  (see  C.  Sf  D.,  August  16, 
page  318),  charged  with  harbouring  and  having  in  his  pos- 
session, duty  not  having  been  paid  on  the  same,  740  lbs. 
weight  of  saccharin,  contrary  to  the  Customs  Act,  and  who 
had  been  remanded  on  bail,  was  charged,  on  a  warrant 
granted  on  a  second  information,  with  that  he,  during  the 
months  of  January  and  August,  1902,  had  been  unlawfully 
concerned  in  importing  into  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in 
carrying,  depositing,  concealing,  and  dealing  with,  a  quantity 
of  not  less  than  600  lbs.  weight  of  saccharin  liable  to  duty. 
The  accused  was  arrested  on  the  second  charge  at  Holloway 
Gaol  by  Detective-Inspector  Murphy,  of  the  Old  Jewry,  on 
his  release  on  bail  in  respect  of  the  former  charge.  Mr. 
Edward  A.  Bell,  solicitor,  represented  the  Customs ;  Mr.  S. 
Myers,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  accused.  Mr.  Bell  said 
that  as  the  prisoner  had  only  just  been  re-arrested  he  pro- 
posed merely  that  day  to  give  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  a 
remand ;  but  as  he  understood  that  the  defence  intended  to 
apply  for  bail,  which  he  was  instructed  to  oppose,  it  was 
right  that  he  should  lay  before  the  Court  the  serious  nature 
of  the  case.  The  accused  was  charged  with  having  in  his 
possession,  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  Revenue, 
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740  lbs.  weight  of  saccharin,  value  1,800/.,  the  single  duty 
upon  which  was  740/.  He  had,  in  fact,  rendered  himself 
liable  to  three  times  the  value.  The  second  charge  was  that 
of  dealing  with  600  lbs.  weight  of  saccharin,  value  1,500/., 
the  single  duty  upon  which  was  600/.  From  inquiries  which 
had  been  made  they  had  traced  another  400  lbs.  weight, 
value  1,000/.,  the  duty  upon  which  was  400/.,  showing  that 
the  total  amount  of  saccharin — so  far  as  they  at  present 
were  aware — -plus  duty,  was  of  the  value  of  6,040/.,  which 
rendered  the  accused  liable  to  very  heavy  penalties,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  12,900/.  Not  only  had  the  accused 
offices  at  Kangoon  Street,  but  also  in  Southwark,  where  there 
was  evidence  of  extensive  dealing  in  this  dutiable  article — 
there  was  evidence  of  a  gigantic  system  of  defrauding  the 
Revenue  in  connection  with  saccharin,  The  domicile  of  the 
accused  was  not  England.  He  would  ask  the  Alderman  to 
consider  these  facts,  and,  if  the  Court  was  disposed  to  accept 
bail,  he  asked  that  the  amount  should  be  such  as  would 
ensure  the  attendance  of  the  accused  at  the  court  at  the 
next  hearing.  The  sworn  information  of  the  Customs  with 
reference  to  the  alleged  unlawful  dealing  with  600  lbs.  weight 
of  saccharin,  on  which  duty  had  not  been  paid,  was  read  by 
Mr.  Trotter  (Clerk  of  the  court).  Detective-Inspector  James 
Murphy,  City  Police,  said  that  at  2  p.m.  on  Friday  he  saw 
Mr.  Kramer  leaving  Holloway  Gaol.  He  said  to  the  accused, 
who  knew  him,  "  Mr.  Kramer,  I  have  a  warrant  for  your 
arrest,"  and  read  it  to  him  on  the  way  to  the  police-station. 
The  accused  did  not  say  anythingin  reply.  Cross-examined  : 
Mr.  Kramer  was  a  respectable  man ;  he  justified  the  former 
bail  of  500/.  He  believed  that  he  had  been  carrying  on 
business  for  ten  years  in  London.  Mr.  Myers,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  bail,  said  that  the  Court  had  not  yet  heard  the  other 
side  of  the  case,  for  the  accused  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  giving  an  explanation  of  the  transaction.  It  was  persecu- 
tion that  a  man  prosecuted  by  the  authorities  should  be  re- 
arrested on  a  second  charge  after  he  had  been  released  on 
bail.  Mr.  Alderman  Burnett  regretted  that  he  could  not 
accept  bail — the  case  appeared  to  him  to  be  too  serious.  He 
should  remand  the  accused  in  custody  until  Thursday,  when 
application  for  bail  might  be  made  to  Sir  David  Evans,  who 
would  hear  the  case. 

On  August  21  the  accused  was  again  brought  up  before 
Mr.  Alderman  Alliston,  and  Mr.  Theodore  Ward,  solicitor, 
appearing  on  behalf  of  the  Customs,  applied  for  a  withdrawal 
of  the  charges.  He  said  that,  having  regard  for  the  magni- 
tude of  the  penalties  involved,  the  Attorney-General  had 
decided  to  take  the  proceedings  to  the  High  Court,  and 
already  a  writ  had  been  issued.  This  was  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  precedent.  He  therefore  offered  no  evidence. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Grain,  barrister,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant, 
opposed  the  withdrawal  of  the  charges,  and  submitted  that 
he  had  a  right,  no  evidence  being  offered  by  the  prosecution, 
to  claim  that  the  charges  be  dismissed.  On  August  13  the 
defendant  was  brought  before  the  Court  upon  a  charge  pre- 
ferred under  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act,  1876,  Section  186, 
which  deals  with  the  conveying  of  dutiable  articles  upon 
which  duty  had  not  been  paid.  Upon  that  charge  he  was 
remanded  on  bail  in  500/.  Subsequently,  however,  the 
defendant  was  rearrested  upon  a  warrant,  granted  on  a 
second  information  of  the  Customs.  The  defendant  had  now 
to  answer  two  charges,  in  support  of  which  the  prosecution 
offered  no  evidence.  He  asked,  therefore,  that  the  charges 
be  dismissed.  Mr.  Ward  replied  that  the  charges  were 
brought  against  the  defendant  without  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs,  who,  when  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  matter,  decided  to  remove  the  case 
to  the  High  Court.  He  pressed  for  a  withdrawal,  as  the 
dismissal  of  the  charges  was  calculated,  in  his  opinion,  to 
prejudice  the  proceedings  in  the  High  Court.  The  Alderman  : 
I  have  made  up  my  mind  concerning  the  case-  As  no  evi- 
dence has  been  offered,  I  must  dismiss  the  charges  under 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1848  ;  but  it  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  I  have  merely  dismissed  the  case  technically, 
for  there  has  been  no  hearing.  This  is  the  only  decision  I 
can  arrive  at. 

Edwin  Brooke  and  Edwin  Henry  Brooke,  father  and  son, 
Walthamstow,  were  again  charged  at  Southwark  Police  Court 
on  August  20,  before  Mr.  Cecil  M.  Chapman,  with  having  in 
their  possession  and  dealing  with  a  quantity  of  saccharin 
upon  which  no  duty  had  been  paid  (see  C.  <5'  D.,  August  16, 
pige  315) 


Mr.  Grain,  who  defended,  said  there  was  a  charge  pending 
at  the  Mansion  House  against  the  employer  of  the  jn-isoners. 
He  understood  that  some  communication  had  been  made  to 
the  Attorney-General  as  to  whether  the  amount  involved  did 
not  take  the  case  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Magistrate 
and  make  it  necessary  to  be  tried  in  the  High  Court. 

Mr.  Ward,  for  the  prosecution,  remarked  that  it  was  not 
proposed  to  ask  the  intervention  of  the  Attorney-General 
with  regard  to  these  men.  The  elder  was  liable  to  penalties 
amounting  to  750/.,  and  the  younger  to  825/.  On  their  own 
admission  they  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Kramer  in  this 
business  for  about  eleven  months,  but  when  they  were 
arrested  they  declared  they  did  not  know  the  article  was 
saccharin.  This  was  a  singular  remark,  because  the  sweet- 
ness of  saccharin  was  550  times  greater  than  that  of  sugar, 
and  it  could  not  therefore  be  easily  mistaken  for  anything 
else.  Prisoners  had  also  had  a  long  experience  with  a  firm 
of  wholesale  druggists  and  drysalters. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Starkey,  a  Customs  officer,  repeated  the  evidence 
he  gave  on  August  13. 

Mr.  Chapman  :  What  is  this  saccharin  really  used  for  ? 

Mr.  Ward:  It  is  used  largely  in  the  manufacture  of 
mineral  water. 

Mr.  Grain :  I  am  told  it  is  used  in  some  of  the  jam  we 
have  for  breakfast. 

Witness :  Yes,  as  a  substitute  for  sugar.  He  added  that 
the  duty  on  saccharin  was  20s.  per  lb.,  and  that  there  is  only 
one  firm  that  could  legally  import  saccharin.- 

Mr.  Grant :  Do  you  recognise  monopolies  at  the  Custom 
House  ? — No ;  but  this  firm  claims  to  have  all  the  patent- 
rights. 

Supposing  anybody  bought  some  saccharin  abroad  and 
consigned  it  here,  would  that  be  considered  illegal  ? — Yes, 
by  the  Saccharin  Corporation. 

They  are  bringing  an  action  against  Mr.  Kramer  ? — I  have 
not  heard  of  it. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Ward,  the  witness  stated  that  he  had  a 
conversation  with  the  elder  prisoner,  who  said  he  was  sus- 
picious that  something  was  wrong,  and  asked  Mr.  Kramer 
whether  there  was  any  danger  in  what  he  was  doing.  Mr. 
Kramer  told  him  he  need  have  no  fear,  as  he  would  not  ask 
him  to  do  anything  which  would  get  him  into  trouble. 

The  Magistrate  granted  another  remand. 


County  Court  Cases. 

"  EUKARTHON." 

At  Sheffield  County  Court  on  August  15,  Judge  Waddy,  K.C., 
heard  a  case  in  which  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Harvey,  manufac- 
turing chemists,  Stowmarket,  were  sued  by  the  City  and 
Suburban  Window-cleaning  Company,  of  Sheffield,  for  50/. 
damages  for  negligence  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  a  window- 
cleaning  preparation  known  as  "  Eukarthon."  Plaintiffs 
stated  that  the  preparation  produced  a  smoky  appearance  on 
plate-glass  windows,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  premises  at 
which  it  was  used  claimed  15/.  damages  from  the  plaintiffs 
for  spoiling  his  windows.  The  defendants,  who  explained 
that  the  title  of  the  preparation  was  composed  of  two  Greek 
words  which  meant  "  The  thing  that  cleans  well,"  complained 
that  plaintiffs  had  used  a  preparation  of  theirs  for  cleaning- 
glass  roofs  which  were  begrimed  with  smoke,  instead  of 
another  for  cleaning  windows.  The  article  was  supplied  that 
was  asked  for,  and  defendants  were  under  no  liability  to 
instruct  the  plaintiffs  as  to  its  use.  The  Judge  found  for 
the  plaintiffs  for  18/.  13s. 

Objected  to  Blacks. 
At  the  Lancaster  County  Court  on  August  15,  a  lodging- 
house  keeper  sued  Mr.  John  Robert  Birkett,  chemist, 
Morecambe  Terrace,  Morecambe,  for  14/.  9s.  damages  for 
breach  of  agreement  by  not  allowing  the  plaintiff  to  enter 
upon  the  tenancy  of  a  house  in  Morecambe.  When  plaintiff 
should  have  entered  upon  the  tenancy  defendant  told  her 
he  had  heard  she  took  black  people  in  as  lodgers,  and  if  that 
was  so  she  could  not  have  the  key,  as  he  would  not  have 
such  a  respectable  terrace  disgraced.  On  learning  that  the 
plaintiff  was  not  taking  in  coloured  lodgers  he  expressed 
regret,  and  offered  to  let  her  go  into  the  house,  on  which  a 
deposit  of  3/.  had  been  paid  as  rent,  but  she  declined.  Judge 
Coventry  said  the  defendant's  condition  about  the  black 
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people  appeared  to  him  to  be  foolish,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  claim  had  been  substantiated.  On  the  claim  the  plaintiff 
was  non-suited,  and  upon  a  counter-claim  for  50/  a  year's 
rent  in  advance,  Mr.  Birkett  was  awarded  21?.  •• 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
Clara  Bill,  who  carries  on  a  drug-business  at  Bridg-eman 
street,  Walsall,  was  fined  l(k  and  costs,  on  August  i5  for 
selling  camphorated  oil  which  was  certified  to  be  deficient 
in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  22  per  cent.,  and  to  be  prepared 
with  cotton-seed  oil. 


Bankruptcy  IReporte. 


Re  Frederick  Edward  Johnson  (trading  as  Temple 
Brothers},  Holly  House,  Cattingham,  late  Kingston-upon-Hull, 
Chemist  and  Druggist.-On  August  18  this  debtor  appeared  for 
public  examination  at  Hull,  and  ascribed  his  present  position  to 
judgment  being  obtained  against  him  by  the  petitioning  creditors 
on  a  guarantee.  According  to  the  accounts,  the  liabilities  amount 
to  ULLl.  lU.s.  M.,  and  the  assets  are  estimated  at  30?.  5s.  8<?  The 
examination  was  adjourned  for  the  meeting  of  creditors. 

Be  E.  Eskell-Paget,  219  Oxford  Street,  W.,  Dentist.— The 
public  examination  was  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
August  19.  The  accounts  showed  liabilities  252?.,  against  avail- 
able assets  of  small  amount.  The  debtor  said  that  he  formerly 
carried  on  business  with  his  brother  at  445  Strand  and  58  Lud- 
f  iofe  '•  ,  m  1893  the  busi»ess  was  converted  into  a  company. 
71  ,™,  sb^es  ,m  tlle  company  were  purchased  by  his  brother 
for  1,500?.,  and  he  (the  debtor)  having  gone  out  to  South  Africa, 
acquired  certain  mining-land,  which  was  afterwards  sold  to  a 
company.  In  June,  1901,  he  resumed  business  as  a  dentist  at 
101  btrand,  but  an  injunction  was  subsequently  obtained  against 
Ins  continuing  there,  as  being  in  contravention  of  an  agreement 
with  his  brother.  He  had  since  carried  on  business  in  Oxford 
Street  under  the  name  of  "Paget."  His  insolvency  was  due  to 
ins  brother  s  action.    The  examination  was  concluded. 

Be  William  Lowson  Loten,  Mytongate,  Hull,  Chemist  and 
L>ruggist.—The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  resumed  at 
the  Hull  County  Court  on  August  18,  when  the  Official  Beceiver 
stated  that  the  account  furnished  by  the  debtor  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Registrar.  He  had  not  explained 
how  certain  sums  received  in  exchange  for  cheques  for  similar 
sums  had  been  spent.  The  money  had  undoubtedly  been  spent  in 
betting  or  gambling.  There  was  altogether  64?.  12s.  If?,  which 
debtor  had  not  accounted  for,  and  he  asked  the  Registrar  to  order 
its  restoration.  The  Registrar  said  he  was  unable  to  force  it,  but 
he  could  refer  debtor  to  the  Judge.  The  Official  Receiver 
remarked  that  debtor  was  setting  the  Court  at  defiance.  The 
Registrar  said  he  was  of  the  same  opinion,  but  the  Court  would 
appear  very  foolish  in  making  an  order  which  it  could  not  carry 
out.  Debtor  was  questioned  by  Mr.  Williamson,  who  acted  on  his 
behalf,  and  stated  that  36?.  16s.  6d.,  which  he  received  in  exchange 
tor  the  same  amount,  was  paid  in  the  bank,  but  afterwards  spent 
m  betting  and  gambling.  The  examination  was  ultimately 
adjourned  sine  die.  3 


(5a3Ctte. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

CheoSn  ^q*  R'  and  rinn'  p-  T-'  Chewt011  Me^ip  and 
Uaklull,  Somerset,  surgeons,  &c. 

Nicholson,  W. .and  Nicholson,  J.  C,  under  the  style  of 
Jenson  &  Nicholson,  Stratford,  Essex,  varnish-inanufac- 
turers. 

Spink,  A.  B.,  and  Spink,  H.  3\T.  B.,  deceased,  under  the  style 
of  the  Holborn  Pharmacy  and  Pure-drug  Stores,  Theobald's 
Road,  Holbom,  W.C.,  chemists  and  druggists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 
rOSmTnuf^urerald  B-*b«>T,  Cheshire,  chemical. 


Lancaster,  William   Georg-e,   Chesterfield,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Adjudications. 
Eskell-Paget,  Edward   Emanuel  (described  as  Edward 
Eskell-Paget),  Oxford  Street,  W.,  and  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge Mansions,  Marylebone  Road,  N.W.,  dentist. 

Fulleylove,  William  Spencer,  Rowley  Regis,  Staffordshire 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Lancaster,  William  Gejrg-e,  Chesterfield,  chemist  and 
druggist. 


Beeb  of  arrangement 


o?r'»  f-,ames  Hapriso,»»  trading  as  Carter's  Drug  Company, 
ya  Alderson  Road,  Sheffield,  wholesale  druggist.  Trustee 
John  Archer,  14  St.  James's  Street,  Sheffield,  PA.  Dated 
August  14;  filed,  August  16.  Secured  creditors,  23?.  10s.; 
ml  *  }fS  un9ecured>  388?-  3s.  10^?. ;  estimated  not  assets,  163?. 
Ihe  following  are  creditors  : — 


Carter  &  Sons,  Sheffield  ... 
Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds. 
Hartley,  C.  C,  Sheffield  ... 

Helm,  Dr.,  Sheffield  

Hides,  C.  R.,  Sheffield 
Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hub 

Slater,  G,  Sheffield  

Stokes,  O,  Sheffield  

Bankers'  claims  ... 


13  0  0 
16  0  0 

136  0  0 

12  0  0 

14  0  0 
45  0  0 
10  0  0 
20  0  0 
27  0  0 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRews* 

BiTTON  Aerated-water  Company  (Harrogate)  (Limited).- 
Capital  3  000?  m  7?  shares.  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement 
with  W  Davidson,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
of  and  dealers  m  aerated  and  medicinal  waters,  makers  of  and 
dealers  m  hop  bitters,  stone  ginger-beer,  syrups,  cordials,  and 
British  wines,  makers  of  bottles,  glasses,  cases,  and  stoppers, 
chemicals  drysalters,  sauce-manufacturers,  fee.  No  initial  nublic 
issue.  The  directors  are  J.  Gibbs,  H.  C.  Whitaker,  and  P  W 
Bishop.  Registered  office,  Waterloo  Street,  Skipton  Road! 
Harrogate.  ' 

Dublin  Swedish  Institute  and  Private  Hospital 
(Lifted).— Capital  2,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  masseurs  nurses,  gymnasium  proprietors,  and  in  relation 
thereto  to  employ  all [necessary  persons.  The  first  subscribers- 
are  :  P.  Flood,  L  R.C.P.I.  and  L.R.C.S.I,  Collegnes,  Bootens- 

qT'V0^ bhl\WGT  ^  Cope>  M-C-Li™a  M.C.P.I.,33  Harcourt 
Street,  Dublin ;  W.  J.  Shannon,  11  Upper  Orraond  Quay,  Dublin 
solicitor;  R  N. Smith,  L.R.C.P.I.  and  L.R.C.S.I,  34  Upper  Fitz- 
wilham  Street,  Dublin;  T.  Neill,  M.B,  B.Ch,  &c  T  C  D  69  Har 
court  Street  Dublin  ;  J.  Cash,  14  Nora  Terrace,  Botanic  Road, 
Dublin;  and  J  Pride,  19  Upper  Ormond  Quay,  Dublin,  solicitor. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Registered  office, 
60  Harcourt  Street,  Dublin. 

Rnn7°U-TH1S7EA1ARTIFIC^  To0TH  Co3IPA**  (Limited).- Capital 
500?.,  m  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  as  a  going  concern  the 
business  carried  on  by  H.  E.  S.  Hurle,  of  13  Castle  Street, 
Southsea,  Hants  with  the  assets  and  liabilities  thereof,  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  the  said  H.  E.  S.  Hurle,  and  to  carry  011  the 
business  of  manufacturers  of  artificial  teeth,  dentists,  and  dental 
surgeons.  The  first  subscribers  are :  C.  H.  Horner,  136  Hyde 
Rant:  Koad,  Southsea,  timber-merchant;  Mrs.  S.  J.  Preston, 
30  Brougham  Road,  Southsea;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Jones,  25  Pelham  Road, 
Southsea;  Mrs.  E.  Hurle,  13  Castle  Road,  Southsea;  Mrs.  G. 
Hurle  49  Green  Road,  Southsea;  G.  H.  Mumford,  126  Arundel 
Street,  Southsea,  draper ;  and  Mrs.  E.  Horner,  135  Hyde  Park 
Road,  Southsea,  No  initial  public  issue.  H.  E  S  Hurle  is 
permanent  governing  director  for  life  ;  any  other  directors  to  be 
elected  by  him.  Qualification  of  H.  E.  S.  Hurle  200?  •  of 
subsequent  directors,  not  specified.  Remuneration,'  200?.  '  per 
annum,  divisible.  Registered  office,  15  Castle  Road,  Southsea 
Hants.  ' 

Argoil  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  1,000?,  in  1?.  shares. 
Ubjeets  :  lo  carry  on  the  business  of  importers  and  manufacturers 
ot  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemieai,  and  other  preparations 
and  compounds,  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of 
all  kinds,  manufacturing  and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters, 
oil  and  colour  men ;  in  particular  to  acquire  the  invention  and 
secret  process  for  the  manufacture  of  a  product  known  as 
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'•  Argoil,"  at  present  known  only  to  Frederick  Greening  ;  to  adopt 
ah  agreement  made  between  F.  Greening  of  the  first  part,  C.  E. 
Allan  of  the  second  part,  G.  H.  Harnett  of  the  third  part,  and  this 
company  of  the  fourth  part,  and  to  manufacture  and  sell  the  said 
product  and  other  articles  and  things  made  thereof.  The  first 
subscribers  are  :  C.  E.  Allan,  Spencer  Basin,  Belfast,  shipbuilder ; 
G.  H.  Harnett,  7  Danes  Inn,  Strand,  W.C.,  insurance  agent ; 
K.  F.  Blair,  6  and  8  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  merchant ;  F.  Greening,  The 
Willows,  Old  Road,  W.  Gravesend,  manufacturing  chemist ;  R.  C. 
Gould,  14-  Cambridge  Gardens,  N.W.,  solicitor;  W.  Brazier, 
85  Islip  Street,  N.W.,  clerk  ;  and  C.  Gerhold,  New  Road,  Ching- 
ford,  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  directors  are  G.  H. 
Harnett  (chairman)  and  R.  F.  Blair.  Qualification  257.  Remunera- 
tion as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  6  and  8  East- 
cheap,  E.C. 

Klytu  (Limited).— Capital  2,5007.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To 
adopt  an  agreement  made  with  F.  H.  Polloxfen,  to  carry  on  in  the 
U.K.  or  elsewhere  the  business  of  scientific  treatment  of  the  skin, 
manufacturers  of  and  vendors  of  soap,  patent  medicines,  scents, 
and. preparations  of  all  kinds  necessary  for  the  toilet,  and  as  con- 
sultants in  all  matters  appertaining  thereto,  and  any  other 
business  which  can  be  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  same. 
The  subscribers  are  :  Mrs.  R.  FitzGeorge,  80  Brook  Street,  S.W. ; 
Mrs.  M.  A.  G.  Taylor,  6  Kilburn  Priory,  Kilburn ;  F.  H.  Polloxfen, 
24  Petherton  Road,  Canonbury,  N., accountant ;  Lt.-Col.  E.Rogers, 
Savage  Club,  W.C.;  Miss  E.  R.  Smith,  25  Cornbrook  Mansions, 
South  Lambeth  Road,  S.W. ;  H  W.  Pratt,  10  Grenville  Street, 
W.C.,  vocalist;  Col.  G.  FitzGeorge,  15  King  Street,  Portman 
Square,  W.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers  are  to 
appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  507.  Remuneration, 
as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  80  Brook  Street 
Grosvenor  Square,  W. 


British  Dyewood  and  Chemical  Company  (Limited).— 
The  report  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1902,  shows  a  balance 
at  credit  of  profit  -  and  -  loss  account  of  29,152?.  The 
directors  recommend  its  distribution  as  follows  :  Depreciation, 
5,0007, ;  directors'  fees,  700/. ;  reserve  fund,  1,000Z. ;  dividend 
on  preference  shares  17.5007. ;  dividend  on  ordinary  shares 
-at  2  per  cent.  4,4007. 

M Ellin's  Food  Company  foe  Australia  and  New 
"Zealand  (Limited). — The  fifth  general  meeting  was  held 
•  on  August  13  at  the  offices,  56  Cannon  Street,  E.C,  Dr.  J.  J. 
Pilley  presiding.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  the 
Chairman  said  during  the  four  years  of  its  existence  the 
profits  had  shown  a  gradual,  and  in  the  last  three  years  a 
remarkably  steady,  increase.  The  profit  for  this  year  is 
6,255?.,  which,  after  providing  for  the  6  per  cent,  preference 
dividend,  leaves  a  net  balance  of  2,0197.  In  October  last,  in 
consequencs  of  the  federation  of  the  Australian  colonies,  a 
duly  wa.s  imposed  of  20  per  cent,  on  proprietary  articles, 
such  as  Mellin's  Food,  but  chiefly  through  the  assiduous 
efforts  of  the  company's  representatives,  Messrs.  Collin  & 
•Co.,  that  duty  has  been  removed.  The  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  Mr.  G.  Mellin  was  re-elected  a 
director  of  the  company. 


A  Penzance  Paper  tells  of  a  local  chemist  who  was  visited  by 
a  gentleman  with  a  nose  which  suggested  either  drink  or  sun.  He 
coolly  asked,  "  Oh  !  would  you  mind  letting  me  put  my  finger  in 
your  vaseline-pot  ?  "  The  tradesman  did  not  demur,  and  the  indi- 
vidual flopped  his  fat  finger  in  the  pot,  and  proceeded  to  bedaub 
his  glistening  proboscis ! — Into  the  same  establishment  there 
entered  a  lady  who  most  effusively  inquired  for  a  bottle  of  perfume. 
Various  sizes,  shapes,  and  colours  were  produced,  and,  with 
feminine  love  of  the  artistic,  her  fancy  turned  to  a  couple  of 
extremely  pretty  smelling-bottles,  one  heliotrope  in  colour,  and 
the  other  a  fetching  tint  of  yellow.  The  lady  hesitated  and  was 
lost,  for  she  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  I  am  sorry  to  have  given  you 
so  much  trouble,  but  neither  will  match  my  bedroom  suite !  " 

Professor  Percy  Frankland,  F.R.S.,  of  Mason  College,  Bir- 
mingham, has  been  making  experiments  as  to  which  mode  of 
lighting  is  least  injurious  to  pictures.  His  tests  were  applied  to 
electric-arc  lamps  and  incandescent-gas  lights,  and  his  decision  is 
rather  in  favour  of  the  incandescent  mantle.  It  is  stated  that  the 
arc-lamp  generates  a  small  quantity  of  ozone  and  of  nitric 
oxide;  but  the  gas-burning  mantle  gives  off  carbon  dioxide,  and  to 
some  extent  sulphur  compounds,  however  perfect  the  combustion. 
The  very  best  mantle-light  will  blacken  a  ceiling.  No  consumption 
of  gas  where  the  products  of  combustion  mix  with  the  air,  can  be 
otherwise  than  deleterious  either  to  man  or  picture.  If  the  burn- 
ing is  within  a  chimney,  and  the  fumes  are  led  out  into  the  open, 
the  gas-mantle  is  perfect ;  otherwise  its  products  are  and  must  be 
injurious,  being  only  diminished  in  mischief  by  the  amount  of 
ventilation. 


a  pbarmariet's  pilgrimage 

From  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  the  Riviera. 


1. 

f IVHERE  are  some  parts  of  France  which,  apart  from  their 
-L  great  natural  beauty  and  fertility,  attract  English 
tourists  by  their  historical  recollections.  Such  is  Normandy, 
the  old  province  of  Aquitaine,  where  the  Plantagenets  and 
their  descendants  reigned  for  three  hundred  years,  and 
where,  from  the  time  of  the  Black  Prince  to  Joan  of  Arc, 
Englishmen  and  Gascon  joined  hand  in  hand  in  the  inter- 
minable wars  against  the  French.  But  there  is  nothing 
particularly  English  nowadays  about  the  busy  and  handsome 
port  of 

Bordeaux. 

Here  and  there,  especially  near  the  quay,  where  the  flags  of 
half  the  nations  of  Europe  may  be  seen  flying  on  the  mast- 
heads of  the  mercantile  marine,  one  may  see  the  notice 
"English  Pharmacy  "  or  "  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  and  some 
of  the  wealthiest  families  of  Bordeaux — the  Johnstons, 
Exshaws,  and  Bartons — are  closely  connected  with  the 
British  Isles.  But  (as  a  patriotic  Bordelais  put  it  to  me) 
the  only  really  English  thing  of  Bordeaux  nowadays  is  the 
weather.  His  idea  was  that  three  centuries  of  Anglo-Saxon 
occupation  accounted  for  a  somewhat  showery  and  mild 
climate.  But  there  is  much  to  interest  the  pharmacist  in 
Bordeaux.  To  begin  with  education  (did  not  Danton  declare 
that  "  next  to  bread  education  was  the  people's  first  need  "  ?), 
there  is  a  Mixed  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  which 
has  one  of  the  handsomest  buildings  of  its  kind  in  France, 
rather  badly  placed,  perhaps,  in  one  corner  of  the  Place 
d'Aquitaine,  but  spacious  and  noble  in  its  design.  Busts  of 
Lavoisier  and  sundry  French  medical  celebrities  adorn  the 
facade,  while  the  entrance  is  flanked  by  a  couple  of  remark- 
able statues.  On  the  left  is  the  sculptor  Barias's  "  Nature 
Unveiling  Herself,"  perhaps  one  of  the  most  poetic  statues 
in  this  artistic  land ;  on  the  right,  Science  lifts  her  head 
from  her  open  book  to  regard  her  fair  sister.  The  hall  and 
library  of  the  building  are  particularly  spacious  and  hand- 
some. Dr.  Pery,  the  librarian,  has  written  an  interesting 
history  of  the  Faculty,  from  which  I  have  made  a  few 
extracts.  In  1414,  the  date  at  which  the  history  opens, 
Bordeaux  was  one  of  the  brightest  jewels  of  the  English 
crown.  It  was  just  a  year  before  Agincourt  that  an  apothe- 
cary named  Passa  Rase  tells  Dr.  Colin,  of  Montpellier,  that 
"  all  the  doctors  in  Bordeaux  are  dead."  The  worthy  doctor 
hastens  to  send  Jacques  Ram,  and  a  few  months  later  Bor- 
deaux can  boast  of  two  municipal  physicians,  and  the 
"  metges  and  botiqueys,"  as  the  quaint  half-Spanish  patois 
calls  thedoctors  and  apothecaries,  "  swear  on  the  altar  of  Saint 
Aloy  "  to  properly  treat  the  patients  entrusted  to  their  care. 
For  the  next  fifty  years  the  history  is  somewhat  broken,  for 
these  are  the  stormy  days  recounted  in  "  Henry  VI.,"  and 
Talbc  t's  death  on  the  field  of  Castillon  (the  exact  spot,  by 
,the  way,  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  exulting  Frenchman) 
'closed  the  last  stand  of  our  fellow-countrymen  on  the  soil  of 
Southern  France.  In  1533  the  apothecaries  were  warned  not 
to  dispense  the  prescriptions  of  "Jacques  the  Italian,"  who 
was  pronounced  incapable  by  the  Faculty,  and  in  1617 
Drs.  Maniald  and  Lopes  gave  a  series  of  lectures  to 
apothecaries  from  October  till  Easter.  In  1632  the  doctors 
and  the  syndicates  of  apothecaries  were  appointed  to  fix  the 
charges  which  might  be  made  by  the  apothecaries  for 
medicaments,  and  no  debt  could  be  claimed  till  the  prices 
had  been  approved  by  these  authorities.  In  the  same  year 
when  Richelieu  was  down  South,  he  arrived  at  Bordeaux, 
suffering  from  retention  of  urine,  and  Mingelousaulx,  a  clever 
local  practitioner,  was  called  in,  and  by  the  judicious 
insertion  of  a  "  bougie  "  of  his  own  invention,  "  very  difficul  t 
to  make,  as  in  a  hundred  only  two  or  three  will  be  perfect," 
the  terrible  Cardinal  was  relieved  from  his  suffering,  and 
the  quaint  old  chronicle  naively  relates  how  all  his  brilliant 
suite  press  to  see  the  large  quantity  of  liquid  voided,  and  to 
compliment  his  Eminence  and  the  medical  profession  of 
Bordeaux.  I  once  heard  an  interesting  paper  by  M.  Planchon 
at  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  on  "  Thieraca,"  the  oddly- 
compounded  electuary  which  was  popular  through  several 
centuries,  and  in  which  vipers  largely  figured,  as  well  as  an 
astonishing  number  of  drugs  of  every  class.    In  1720  Pierre 
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Falquet,  a  Bordeaux  pharmacist,  decided  to  make  this 
marvellous  and  elaborate  concoction  on  a  wholesale  scale, 
and  invited  the  "  doyen  and  syndics  "  of  the  Faculty,  as  well 
as  the  members,  to  assure  themselves  of  the  quality  of  all 
the  drugs  employed. 

In  1728  the  College  severely  criticised  Helvetius's  book, 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  for  the  Use  of  the  Military 
Hospitals  of  the  Kingdom,"  and  then  came  the  Revolution  of 
1793,  which  remodelled  everything  at  Bordeaux  as  else- 
where. Napoleon  I.  found  time  in  1807  at  the  "  Camp  of 
Finkestein  "  to  sign  a  decree  establishing  practical-pharmacy 
classes.  The  citizen  King  established  a  preparatory  school 
of  medicine  and  pharmacy  in  1842,  but,  in  spite  of  repeated 
efforts,  the  Faculty  was  only  established  in  1874  by  Marshal 
MacMahon,  and  inaugurated  by  the  regretted  Carnot  in 
1888.  There  were  then  1,000  students  and  83  professors. 
The  pharmacy  students  number  over  200  ;  the  rest  represent 
the  medical  element.  The  building  was  designed  by 
M.  Pascal,  architect  of  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale  at  Paris. 
A  hundred  thousand  francs  (4,000Z.)  was,  I  may  mention, 
bequeathed  by  M.  Camille  Godard  to  found  a  botanic 
garden. 

What  struck  me  most  about  the  Faculty  was  the  presence 
of  some  dozens  of  young  fellows  in  a  sort  of  midshipman's 
uniform.  I  found  on  inquiry  that  these  were  the  students  or 
cadets  of  the  "  Ecole  principale  du  Service  de  Sante  de  la 
Marine,"  which  is  situated  only  a  few  hundred  yards  away 
in  the  Cours  St.  Jean,  the  street  leading  from  the  Faculty 
to  the  principal  railway  terminus  of  Bordeaux.  This 

NAVAL  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE  AND  PHARMACY 

trains  all  the  pharmacists  employed  in  the  French  Navy  and 
most  of  the  official  colonial  pharmacists  as  well.  One  of  the 
six  professors  at  the  head  of  the  establishment  is  a  pharma- 
cist, the  other  five  are  doctors.  Every  year  on  October  20 
(the  commencement  of  the  scholastic  year)  a  new  "  promo- 
tion "  of  pupils  arrive  from  the  preparatory  schools  at  the 
three  great  French  naval  arsenals — Brest,  Toulon,  and 
Rochefort.  The  batch  usually  consists  of  about  thirty-five 
doctors  and  a  couple  of  pharmacists  who  pass  three  years  at 
Bordeaux,  so  that  the  total  number  of  pharmacists  actually 
studying  at  Bordeaux  for  the  public  service  is  about  six  or 
seven  as  a  rule.  They  leave  the  school  as  "  second-class 
assistant  pharmacists "  (a  grade  equivalent  to  that  of  the 
army  subaltern)  in  the  French  Naval  or  Colonial  Services. 
The  discipline  is  of  a  military  type,  calculated  to  prepare  the 
aspirants  for  their  future  career.  But  youth  will  have  its 
fling,  and  on  festival  occasions  the  grim  old  buildings  see 
much  mirth  and  youthful  jollity.  The  termination  of  the 
first  year's  study  is  marked  by  a  festival  ceremony,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  which  the  "foetus"  (this  elegant  term  designates 
the  freshman  or  first-year  student)  is  declared  to  be  at  last 
born  to  the  light  of  day  I  while  the  legend  of  the  pharmacist 
of  the  frigate  "  Misunderstood,'  whose  motto  was  S  +  KHO, 
and  other  professional  jokes,  might  be  cited  by  the  faithful 
historian.  The  system  of  doctors  and  pharmacists  working- 
side  by  side  would  seem  to  tend  towards  mutual  respect  and 
professional  esprit  de  corps. 


Deterinan>  Iflotes. 

By  M.R.C.V.S. 


Skin  diseases  in  Dogs. 

AUGUST  and  September  are  the  months  of  all  others  in 
the  year  when  customers  are  likely  to  bring  in  dogs 
suffering  from  various  forms  of  skin-irritation. 

One  of  the  troubles  which  should  not  offer  any  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  diagnosis  is  the  presence  of  fleas]  When  a 
few  fleas  make  the  dog  restless  and  causehim  to  pursue  them 
with  teeth  and  claw,  most  owners  suspect  the  presence  of 
vermin,  and  by  examination  confirm  their  suspicions.  In  a 
very  large  number  of  cases  at  this  season  of  the  year  the 
fleas  are  not  so  distributed,  but  form  colonies  along  the 
back,  especially  between  the  withers  and  rump.  This 
infestation  is  almost  always  mistaken  for  mange,  or  patches 
of  eczema,  by  owners,  and  even  by  some  who  profess  to 
understand  "all  about  "  dogs.    Nothing  like  the  amount  of 


annoyance  is  shown  which  m'ght  be  expected.  A  sore  place 
is  established — generally  several,  with  spaces  of  sound  skin 
between  them — and  when  once  the  ichorous  discharge  flows 
freely,  there  appears  to  be  but  little  irritation.  If  the  hair 
is  parted  over  one  of  these  spots  a  vast  accumulation  of 
black  material  will  first  be  seen,  the  debris  and  excrement 
of  fleas  and  dried  serum  from  the  wound.  The  fleas  them- 
selves will  scuttle  more  or  less  quickly  on  being  disturbed, 
but  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  catching  sight  of  a  number 
of  the  flying  enemy.  As  for  remedy.  Only  pharmaceutical 
recruits  need  be  told  ;  all  others  will  know  of  flea-killers 
many  and  various  ;  but  there  are  other  considerations,  such 
as  the  state  of  the  skin  after  killing  off  the  enemy,  and  the 
remuneration  of  the  chemist's  services.  One  of  the  best  and 
most  lasting  preparations,  and  yielding  a  fair  profit,  is  a 
saponaceous  wash  or  concentrated  bath-fluid,  sold  under  a 
variety  of  names  by  wholesalers  catering  for  veterinary 
surgeons.    My  own  proportions  are  as  follows  : — 

Sapo  mollis   ^xxxvi. 

Acid,  carbolic.    Jiij. 

01.  eucalypti   ...  5j. 

Aqua  ad       ...       ...       ...       ...  Cj. 

The  soap  should  be  first  dissolved  in  th  3  water,  and  the 
acid  added  when  quite  cold.  The  latter  precaution  is  neces- 
sary, as  more  thickening  takes  place  with  some  soaps  than 
others.  The  B.P.  soap  always  has  a  dirty-white  precipitate, 
which  tends  to  mar  the  appearance  of  an  otherwise  nice- 
looking  preparation.  The  following  is  the  label,  showing 
the  directions  which  should  accompany  the  preparation  : — 

CONCENTRATED   BATH  =  FLUEO.  FOR 
DOOS. 


Directions. — Wet  the  dog  thoroughly  with  warm  water, 
beginning  with  the  face.  Pour  the  Bath-fluid  along  the  back 
and  work  up  a  copious  lather  on  every  part  cf  the  animal,  adding 
more  water  and  Bath-fluid  as  required.  Rinse  well  in  tepid 
water,  wipe  dry,  and  finally  exercise. 


JOHN  BLANK, 

GRAND  PARADE,  BLANKTOWN. 

Clients,  not  so  advised,  often  begin  by  wetting  a  dog's  back, 
and  a  few  fleas  escape  into  the  ears,  and  again  populate  the- 
animal's  back — to  the  discredit  of  the  bath.  A  few  pink- 
skinned  dogs — such  as  Maltese  terriers — are  too  susceptible 
to  carbolic  preparations  to  make  it  safe  to  employ  the  above ; 
but  they  are  rarely  allowed  to  get  into  this  state,  because 
such  dogs  are  owned  by  show-people,  and  carefully  looked 
after.  A  valuable  substitute  will  be  found  in  an  infusion  of 
quassia,  plus  the  sapo  mollis  and  any  essential  oil  to  "nose" 
the  preparation. 

Discrete  Eczema. 

The  malady  most  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  flea-nests  along 
the  back,  and  vice  vend,  is  an  eruption  confined  to  an  inch 
on  either  side  of  the  spine,  and  extending,  in  cases  of  seme 
standing,  the  whole  length  from  the  back  of  the  head  to  the 
root  of  the  tail.  It  usually  first  appears  in  little  patches, 
like  those  attributable  to  nests  of  fleas,  but  the  dung  is  not 
present,  the  hair  is  broken,  and  the  case  altogether  less  acute, 
but  really  very  much  more  serious,  because  more  lasting. 
The  dog  affected  with  this  malady  does  not  show  much 
irritation,  or  only  attracts  attention  by  getting  under  furni- 
ture and  rubbing  his  back  up  against  the  staves  of  chairs, 
or  offering  friends  an  inducement  to  rub  their  boots  along  it. 
This  eloquent  appeal  is  commonly  accepted  as  a  friendly 
advance,  like  that  of  the  cat  who  wishes  its  under  jaw 
caressed,  or  its  poll  scratched.  Like  many  of  our  own 
courtesies,  it  is  not  wholly  disinterested.  It  is  well  for  our 
credit,  as  dog-doctors,  that  we  should  be  able  to  distinguish 
immediately  between  these  two  forms  of  skin-irritation,  as 
in  the  first  we  may  confidently  undertake  that  our  lotion 
shall  cure  with  one  application,  and  in  the  second  we  must 
ask  for  our  clients'  gratitude  if  we  can  effect  a  temporary 
cure  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  It  almost  invariably  recurs  hi 
the  late  autumn,  and  one  more  dressing  will  put  it  right, 
until  the  next  year  when  the  weather  begins  to  get  warm 
again.    If  the  dog-owner  (or  the  dog)  does  not  lose  patience 
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the  disease  will  finally  go  away,  although  it  may  recur  for 
several  seasons.  As  to  treatment.  If  one  kept  to  scientific 
lines  an  irritant  would  not  be  recommended,  but  rather  an 
emollient,  with  internal  remedies  of  what  is  known  as  altera- 
tive, or  cooling,  or  antacid  properties.  Experience,  however, 
has  proved  that  the  best  results  are  obtained  with  a  lotion 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  ol.  rjicis,  ol.  olivse,  and  ol.  terebin- 
thinse.  A  liberal  dressing  with  this  may  give  the  patient  a 
■mauvais  quart  d'heure,  but  I  have  seen  excellent  results  from 
the  treatment,  as  coalescence  of  the  separate  vesicles  into  a 
serous  scab,  followed  by  desquamation  of  the  cuticle,  is 
brought  about  in  minutes  or  hours,  instead  of  days  or  weeks, 
when  let  alone.  There  is  another  skin-disease  of  dogs 
closely  resembling  this  form  of  eczema,  which  can  be  as 
successfully  treated  with  the  above  mixture.  In  appear- 
ance the  eczema  is  much  the  same,  save  that  its  progress  is 
slower.  A  few  broken  hairs  along  the  spine  will  be  all  that 
can  be  seen  at  the  initial  stage  or  invasion  by  the  parasite 
Demodex  follioulorum,  and  the  rubbing  of  the  skin  against 
solid  objects  is  too  often  regarded  as  mere  habit,  until  many 
hair-bulbs  are  destroyed  and  a  large  area  of  skin  involved. 
It  is  the  similarity  of  the  site  affected  which  is  so  misleading 
to  those  not  constantly  engaged  in  doctoring  dogs.  The 
course  of  the  spine  in  the  dog  is  the  seat  of  the  large  coarse 
hairs  which  he  erects  when  angry  or  excited,  and  in  the 
follicles  the  parasite  finds  a  congenial  home.  The  adults  may 
all  be  destroyed  by  the  preparation  above  recommended  for 
discrete  eczema,  but,  like  it,  the  trouble  will  return.  The 
eggs  are  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the  hair-sac,  and  are  not 
reached  by  the  agent  which  destroyed  the  parents.  A  repe- 
tition of  the  lotion  at  intervals  of  about  three  months  is 
necessary  to  ensure  the  destruction  of  the  new  brood  before 
it  can  mature  and  reproduce. 


Zansibar  protmcte. 

'fPHE  Director  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of  Zanzibar, 
J-.  Mr.  R.  N.  Lyne,  has  issued  his  annual  report  for  1901, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  read  the  results  of  the  experimental 

■  cultivation  of  various  commercial  products,  most  of  which 
have  only  been  recently  introduced  into  the  country.  The 
report  deals  with  vanilla,  cocoa,  kola,  coffee,  tea,  rubber, 
fibre,  chillies,  cocoanuts,  cloves,  and  other  products.  The 
cultivation  of  vanilla  seems  to  be  progressing,  and  the 
fertilisation  of  the  flowers  is  attended  to  by  native  boys  who 
have  learned  the  work.  Altogether  9,24-7  plants  are  under 
cultivation  at  Duhga,  and  new  clearings  have  been  prepared 
for  3,847  more.  The  Arabs  have  long  since  recognised  the 
value  of  vanilla,  and  there  are  several  small  plantations 
scattered  about  the  Mwera  country,  though  in  only  one  case 
is  a  serious  attempt  being  made  to  systematically  cultivat3 
the  plant.  Cocoa  has  not  made  satisfactory  progress,  the 
trees  having  suffered  from  some  blighting  influence  which 
attacks  the  growing  points.  The  growth  of  the  kola-trees, 
though  in  all  cases  healthy,  is  very  uneven.  Some  of  the 
trees  are  over  7  feet  high,  others  scarcely  2  feet.  When 
once  they  have  started  on  their  career  the  growth  is  rapid, 
though  the  trees  incline  rather  to  bare  stems  and  top  foliage. 
Chillies  do  not  make  much  progress,  as  the  expenses  of 
cultivation  have  so  far  exceeded  the  returns.  The  quality  of 
Zanzibar  chillies  has  deteriorated  in  recent  years,  and  the 
price  in  consequence  has  fallen.  The  picking  is  done 
principally  by  women  and  boys,  who  dry  them  and  sell  them 

•  to  small  buyers  at  a  price  per  pishi  (about  2  lbs.).  It 
requires  an  expert  woman  to  make  a  living  picking  chillies, 
and.  with  a  low  market  greater  expedition  must  be  used  if 
a  day's  wage  is  to  be  earned.  Hence  the  chillies  instead  of 
being  picked  singly,  are  bunched  off  in  handfuls,  stalks  and 
all.  The  pickers  and  small  traders  are  often  too  poor  or  too 
improvident  to  provide  drying-mats,  but  spread  the  pods  on 
the  ground.  Mr.  Lyne  has  endeavoured  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  natives  the  injury  they  are  bringing  upon  their 
trade  through  their  careless  methods.  The  season  begins 
generally  about  February,  and  continues  till  September  or 
October.  Clove- cultivation  has  been  disappointing  at  the 
Dunga  plantations.  Last  season  9,000  trees  were  planted 
out,  and  in  October  33  per  cent,  had  died,  having  been 
drowned-  by  the  excessive  rains  and  muddy  condition  of  the 
soil.    Want  of  cultivation  is  manifestly  the  "  disease  "  affect- 


ing many  thousands  of  trees  both  in  Zanzibar  and  Pemba,  and 
this  has  had  something  to  do  with  the  shortcomings  of  all 
the  plantations,  as  the  effect  of  years  of  neglect  cannot  be 
eliminated  with  the  first  few  weedings.  With  a  heavy  crop 
trees  suffer  grievously  from  the  vandalism  of  the  clove- 
pickers.  But  when  all  allowances  have  been  made,  and 
prejudicial  agencies  traced,  there  still  remains  something  in 
the  habit  of  clove-trees  which  is  not  fully  understood.  Re- 
garding minor  products,  areca-nuts  are  most  unprofitable 
trees.  The  receipts  in  1901  amounted  to  less  than  1  pice 
per  tree.  Annatto  grows  like  a  weed,  and  bears  abundant 
seed.  Cus-cus  is  one  of  the  most  useful  of  the  minor  plants, 
and  the  grass  when  cut  and  dried  makes  excellent  thatch. 
Lemon-grass  is  also  planted  as  a  border-grass,  but  it  dies 
out  after  four  years. 

Mr.  Lyne  concludes  with  a  report  on  a  labour  bureau 
which  has  been  organised  at  Dunga,  but  it  has  so  far  not 
been  of  much  service  to  the  Arabs  in  supplying  them  with 
clove-pickers.  It  appears  that  the  Government  are  to  take 
active  steps  to  prevent  the  waste  of  cloves  upon  the  trees 
that  has  taken  place  in  former  years.  One  would  have 
thought  that  the  Arabs,  with  neither  capital  nor  credit,  and 
with  but  a  remnant  of  slaves,  would  have  welcomed  offers 
of  service  from  the  Government.  Very  few,  however, 
availed  themselves  of  the  invitation  to  apply  for  pickers. 
Their  own  people,  whether  in  the  status  of  slavery  or  free 
and  settled  on  the  land,  are  under  an  obligation  to  work 
four  days  in  the  week  in  return  for  cultivating-rights,  and 
this  system  extends  to  clove-picking.  The  masters  on  these 
days  (Saturday-Tuesday)  dislike  employing  outside  labour, 
as  to  have  paid  labourers  working  among  them  would  tend 
to  upset  their  own  people.  The  latter,  on  their  part,  pick 
about  a  third  of  the  quantity  of  cloves  they  could  and  would 
pick  if  they  were  paid.  Thus  during  more  than  half  the  week 
picking  is  almost  at  a  standstill.  On  the  remaining  days  of 
the  week  the  shamba  people  are  free  to  go  and  pick  where 
they  like,  so  they  flock  to  those  plantations  where  the  crops 
are  heaviest  and  where  they  can  earn  the  most  money  in  the 
shortest  time.  The  case  of  the  Arab  with  a  few  slaves  and 
a  light  crop  is  that  during  one  half  the  week  his  people  are 
idle  and  during  the  other  half  he  is  deserted.  The  obvious 
remedy  of  paying  his  people  for  picking  cloves  on  his  as 
well  as  their  days  does  not  appeal  to  him  with  such  force  as 
keeping  fast  hold  of  the  few  remaining  privileges  he 
possesses.  Thus  a  good  deal  of  distraction  is  introduced 
into  the  whole  business  of  clove-picking  in  Zanzibar,  and  the 
Arab  has  a  good  many  obstacles  to  contend  with,  mostly  of 
his  own  making.  The  experience  both  of  Pemba  and 
Zanzibar  has  been  that,  as  a  rule,  there  is  no  scarcity  of 
labour  when  the  crops  are  heavy:  the  pinch  is  felt  when 
the  crops  begin  to  wane  and  when  they  are  light. 


practical  notes  m\o  ^formulae. 


Ichthyol  Substitutes. 
Sulfoichthyolate  of  iron  or  calcium,  being  less 
soluble  than  the  ammonium  or  sodium  salts,  are  suitable  for 
internal  use,  the  iron  salt  has  no  taste  and  smell,  and  is 
known  as  ferrichthyol.  The  dose  is  15  gr.  to  30  gr.  Ich- 
tammon,  put  on  the  market  by  Reichert,  closely  resembles 
ichthyol  in  physical  and  therapeutic  properties.  Thigenol, 
the  name  given  to  a  sulphonate  of  soda,  is  a  substitute  for 
ichthyol  free  from  unpleasant  smell. 

Uses  of  Agar-agar. 
Sokoloo,  Schmelling,  and  Lewites  have  investigated 
the  constantly  increasing  importation  into  Europe,  especially 
into  Russia,  of  agar-agar,  and  dealing  with  its  industrial 
uses  generally  they  mention  the  following:  In  2-per-cent. 
solution  it  serves  to  bring  out  prints  on  the  thinnest  and 
lightest  fabrics— articles  on  which  gypsum  could  not  be 
used  on  account  of  its  brittleness.  The  attempt  to  bring  it 
into  use  (in  place  of  gelatin)  in  the  manufacture  of  explo- 
sives has  thus  far  not  met  with  success.  The  greatest  con- 
sumers of  agar-agar  at  present  are  manufacturers  of 
confections,  where  it  is  taking  the  place  of  gelatin  almost 
completely,  especially  in  jellies,  pastilles,  marmalade,  and 
jams.     According  to  the  manufacturers,  while  agar-agar 
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increases  the  amount  of  sugar  necessary  in  proportion  to  the 
fruit  employed,  it  cheapens  the  manufacture  on  the  whole. 
In  comparison  with  gelatin,  too,  agar-agar,  being  an  easily 
soluble  hydrocarbon  of  high  nutritive  power,  possesses  a 
marked  advantage  over  gelatin. 

Serum  Cromatum 

is  proposed  as  an  injection  in  place  of  normal  salt  solution 
for  transfusion.    It  is  prepared  as  follows  : — 

Sodium  bromide      ...       ...       ...        6  grams 

Sodium  chloride       ...       ...       ...        1-5  grams 

Sterilised  distilled  water  to...       ...  1,000  c.e. 

Serum  Iodatum, 

a  corresponding  preparation!  which  has  been  used  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis,  is  made  thus  : — 

Sodium  chloride 
Sodium  iodide 
Sodium  sulphate 
Sterilised  distilled  water  to 


6  grams 
2  grams 
2  grams 
...  1,000  c.c. 


Lemon-flavour. 
Mr.  W.  L.  Scoville,  in  the  Bulletin  of  Pharmacy,  gives 
the  following  formulas  for  lemon-flavourings  in  which  citral 
is  employed.  One  ounce  of  citral  will  replace  1  lb.  of  oil  of 
lemon  as  far  as  fulness  but  not  delicacy  of  flavour  is  con- 
cerned : — 

(1) 

Yellow  peel  of  15  lemons,  grated. 
Concentrated  oil  of  lemon  ...       ...    2A  dr. 

Alcohol   4"  pints 

Water  .    4  pints 

Macerate  twenty-four  hours  and  express.  If  necessary  filter 
through  magnesium  carbonate. 


(2) 

Yellow  peel  of  15  lemons. 

Citral  

Oil  of  lemon  ... 

Alcohol   

Water  


Treat  as  above. 


(3) 


Concentrated  oil  of  lemon 
Citral  ... 

Oil  of  lemon  

Tincture  of  turmeric 
Alcohol   

Water  

Magnesium  carbonate 


2  dr. 
2oz. 
4  pints 
4  pints 


24  minims 
36  minims 
4  oz. 

4  oz. 

3  pints 

5  pints 
2  oz. 


Shake  together  occasionally  during  twenty-four  hours  and  filter, 
returning  the  first  portions  to  the  filter  "until  the  liquid  comes 
through  clear. 

Creosote-pill  Mass. 


Creosote 

Oil  of  almonds 

Mix  and  adi— 

Lard   

Magnesium  oxide 


50  parts 
10  parts 


...    10  parts 
  10  parts 

Let  stand  for  twenty-four  hours  and  then  put  into  wide-mouth 
bottles,  labelling  the  mass  "  8  gr.  equal  5  gr.  of  creosote." 

—  Western  Druggist. 

Organic  Arsenic. 

The  organic  combinations  of  arsenic  recently  proposed  arc 
arrhenal  (monomenthyl  sodium  arsenate),  neo-arsycodyle 
(probably  analagous  to  arrhenal),  atoxyl  (anilid  of  meta 
arsenic  acid),  magnesium  cacodylate  (more  soluble  in  water 
than  the  sodium  salt),  marsyl  (ferric  cacodylate),  guaiacol 
cacodylate — cacodiacol  and  glycerino  arsenic  acid.  The  last 
two  preparations  are  very  unstable. 

The  Perfumes-department. 
Keep  a  fair  assortment  always.  Never  overstock.  Buy 
often  and  buy  those  odours  which  you  are  reasonably  sure  to 
sell.  Individualise  yourself  in  selling  perfumes.  To  do  this 
select  certain  odours  which  you  think  superior,  and  distribute 
samples  freely.  Keep  perfumes  away  from  a  strong  light, 
and  in  a  cool  place.  Clean  the  lips  of  the  stock-bottles  and 
the  stoppers  frequently  with  alcohol,  as  the  pasty  dirt  that 
accumulates  is  unsightly  and  detrimental. —  Western  Druggist. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Conference  Comments. 

Sir, — On  reference  to  Mr.  Hodgkin's  paper  read  at  the 
Cardiff  Conference,  1891,  we  are  unable  to  discover  any 
mention  of  the  process  for  the  determination  of  sodium  phos- 
phate and  arsenate  which  we  described  at  the  Dundee  Con- 
ference last  week,  nor  are  we  aware  that  this  process  has 
ever  been  suggested  previously.  Mr.  Naylor  was  evidently 
thinking  of  Air.  Hodgkin's  method  for  determining  alkali 
present  as  a  commercial  contamination  in  glacial  phosphoric 
acid,  by  titration  with  more  alkali  in  presence  of  phenol- 
phthalein.  Our  process  is  to  determine  di-sodium  com- 
pounds by  titrating  them  with  acid  until  they  are  converted 
into  mono-sodium  compounds,  in  presence  of  methyl-orange  ; 
the  reversal  of  Mr.  Hodgkin's  method,  used  for  a  different 
purpose.  No  doubt  it  is  an  obvious  deduction — now  that  it 
has  been  deduced — but  as  Mr.  Naylor's  remarks  seem  to 
imply  plagiarism  on  our  part,  we  beg  to  refer  him  to  Mr. 
Hodgkin's  paper.  Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  R.  Dudderidge. 

John  S.  Hill. 

Sir, — It  is  customary  with  the  President  of  a  Conference 
to  state  that  a  paper  deserves  more  attention  than  can  be 
bestowed  on  it  at  the  moment  of  reading,  and  that  when  it 
can  be  studied  at  leisure  in  the  journals  its  merits  can  better 
be  appreciated.  Hence,  although  I  have  been  denied  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  authors  read  their  contributions,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  published 
reports. 

Ipecacuanha. — According  to  Farr  and  Wright's  tables, 
commercial  samples  still  vary  from  0  076  to  0T72.  That, 
uniformity  which  is  the  glory  of  twentieth-century  phar- 
macy is  still  evidently  far  from  being  attained.  Nor  can  we 
be  certain  that  commercial  specimens  differ  only  to  the 
extent  of  a  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  perfectly  pitiable  to  see 
pharmacists  pin  their  faith  to  a  "  total  alkaloid  "  yield,  when 
the  alkaloid  is  to  be  recognised  only  by  tests  which  will  not, 
as  our  most  skilled  analysts  assure  us,  differentiate  emetine 
from  morphine.  Because  a  well-made  fluid  extract  of  ipecac, 
will  yield  2  per  cent,  of  alkaloid,  it  has  at  once  been  assumed 
that  an  ipecac,  preparation  yielding  2  per  cent,  of  alkaloids 
is  a  well-made  fluid  extract  of  the  drug.  This  is  a  fallacy 
of  far-reaching  importance,  because  where  there  is  an  active 
demand  for  a  fluid  extract  which  will  yield  to  a  very  crude 
test  2  per  cent,  of  alkaloids,  that  demand  will  be  met.  Not 
only  do  the  retailers  not  make  these  extracts  now,  but  many 
of  the  wholesalers  find  that  they  cannot  produce  those 
extracts  from  the  genuine  root  at  the  price  for  which  an 
article  answering  the  B.P.  tests  can  be  bought.  The  C.  §  D. 
lately  showed  that  emetine  is  sold  in  Hamburg  at  a  price 
far  lower  than  anyone  c^uld  make  it  from  Rio  root. 
Mr.  Hill  put  his  finger  on  a  weak  point  when  he  asked 
"  What  is  sherry  ? "  for  truly  it  is  ludicrous  to  mix  an 
alkaloidal  extract  with  a  fluid  containing  a  varying  propor- 
tion of  alcohol-ethers,  colouring  matter,  tannins,  extractives, 
tartrates,  citrates,  lime-salts,  and  saccharin  substances,  ex- 
pose it  on  the  shelf  of  a  pharmacy  for  months  to  every 
variation  of  heat  and  light,  and  expect  it  to  yield  any 
definite  percentage  of  its  original  alkaloid.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  B.P.  compilers  did  not  take  into  account  the  number 
of  additional  sources  of  error  which  they  invoked  when  they 
proceeded  to  reform  the  preparation  of  hippo  wine.  Thus 
on  all  hands  it  was  agreed  that  the  old  hippo  wine,  made  by 
the  chemist,  was  a  faulty  preparation.  They  proceeded  to 
change  it  by  introducing  a  potent  fluid  extract !  But  this 
fluid  extract  does  not  end  the  matter,  because,  first,  the 
chemist  cannot  make  it,  but  gets  it  from  the  wholesale 
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house  ;  it  lies  in  a  small  bottle,  becomes  sour,  and  precipi- 
tates, on  his  shelf,  and  further  decomposition  is  induced  by- 
mixing  it  with  a  wine  of  notoriously  variable  strength. 
Secondly,  the  tests  given,  although  adequate  to  show  the 
percentage  of  alkaloid  in  an  honestly  made  fluid  extract,  are 
not  yet  sufficient  to  show  that  a  fluid  extract  answering  these 
tests  is  that  of  ipecacuanha-root,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
certain  liquids  answering  the  tests  are  sold  by  makers  to 
wholesalers,  by  them  to  retailers,  and  diluted  by  the  phar- 
macists with  wine,  without  any  sufficient  guarantee  that 
they  have  really  been  prepared  accordirjg  to  the  B.P.  process, 
although  they  answer  the  B.P.  tests. 

Anti diphtheria  Serum. — One  would  be  sincerely  sorry  to 
find  the  B.P.  reduce  itself  to  the  level  of  the  German  Phar- 
macopoeia in  occupying  a  monograph  on  a  remedy  with  a 
mere  reiteration  of  the  assertions  of  the  makers.  There  are 
many  who  think  that  the  virtues  of  antitoxin  are  largely 
due  to  the  antiseptic  used  as  preservative,  and,  in  fact,  the 
hypodermic  use  of  any  remedy  except  antitoxin  has  never 
been  fairly  tried  in  diphtheria.  In  any  case,  a  test  to  be  of 
any  practical  use  should  be  such  as  a  pharmacist  could  apply, 
and  to  ascertain  the  number  of  immunisation-units  needs  a 
skilled  physiologist.  The  only  practical  problem  for  phar- 
macists is  to  know  how  best  to  keep  the  vials  of  serum 
without  damage  to  their  contents,  and,  except  for  some 
general  rules  as  to  exclusion  of  light  and  heat,  we  do  not 
seem  to  know  how. 

Liquor  Thyroidei. — He  would  be  a  hardy  man  who  should 
dispute  with  Mr.  White  about  thyroids,  but  one  cannot  help 
wondering  how  the  mere  increase  of  glycerin  from  34  to 
50  per  cent.,  minus  the  phenol,  could  produce  so  wondrous  a 
change  in  the  keeping  properties,  especially  when  we  are 
assured  that  "  the  preservative  action  of  glycerin  in  it  is 
almost  nil  with  materials  so  liable  to  putrefaction." 

Bismuth  Salts. — With  the  excellent  light  carbonate  of 
bismuth  now  offered  by  makers  there  is  no  sound  reason 
for  using  the  subnitrate  in  mixtures.  Neither  does  it  need 
a  suspending-agent,  but  a  small  amount  of  fresh  gum  acacia 
serves  to  fix  the  bismuth,  and  the  morphine  usually  ordered 
with  it,  in  the  ulcerated  portions  of  the  stomach. 

Camphorated  Oil. — Mr.  Wright  states  that  this  is  an 
almost  saturated  solution  of  camphor  in  oil.  Whether  this 
be  so  depends  largely  on  the  oil.  An  old  acrid  oil,  I  find, 
dissolves  the  camphor  slowly  and  imperfectly,  whilst  a  fresh 
cream  oil  possesses  much  greater  solvent  powers. 

I  would  cordially  agree  with  him  as  to  the  superiority  of 
alcoholic  extracts  of  aconite,  colchicum,  conium,  &c,  over 
juice  extracts,  but  great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  alco- 
holic extract  of  aconite-leaf  should  not  be  used  instead  of 
the  juice  extract,  as  the  latter  is  often  prescribed  in  com- 
paratively large  doses—  \  gr.  to  \  gr. — which  would  be 
decidedly  dangerous  if  the  alcoholic  extract  with  an  alka- 
loidal  yield  of  0  60  per  cent,  were  used.  I  notice  that  there 
is  great  doubt  amongst  dispensers  about  the  dose  of  extract 
of  aconite,  on  account  of  its  not  being  in  the  B.P. 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  August  16.  J.  C.  McWaltee. 

Sir, — The  preparation  of  camphorated  oil  has  received 
Conference  recognition  at  the  hands  of  so  excellent  a  phar- 
macist as  Mr.  Wright.  At  Dundee  he  gave  a  method  which 
appears  simple  and  satisfactory,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
suggested  the  use  of  solvents,  naming  chloroform.  It  is  an 
unfortunate  suggestion,  and  may  be  acted  upon  by  some 
who  desire  to  save  themselves  trouble.  Unless  such  a 
method  receives  official  sanction  it  will  only  lead  to  the 
usual  51.  and  costs,  and  loss  of  prestige,  and  even  Mr. 
Wright's  good  name  would  not  save  the  unhappy  culprit  from 
a  punishment.  The  best  method  which  has  ever  been  sug- 
gested in  the  writer's  experience  for  making  this  preparation 
is  to  put  the  camphor  and  half  the  oil  in  a  strong  bottle 
provided  with  a  good  cork,  then  raise  the  other  half  to  the 
temperature  of  the  water-bath,  mix,  cork  tightly,  tie  down, 
shake  well  and  occasionally,  and  the  result  will  be  gratify- 
ing. It  is  better  than  using  a  vaseline-tin  on  a  naked  fire 
and  forgetting  it  for  an  hour  or  two,  at  any  rate. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Abel  Scholar.  (191/32.) 

SIR, — As  I  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  Dundee  Con- 
ference, may  I  be  allowed  to  make  the  following  comments 


on  Messrs.  Dudderidge  and  Hill's  paper  on  the  titration  of 
sodium  phosphate  and  arsenate  ?  (1)  No  process  for  the 
determination  of  arsenates  can  be  considered  satisfactory 
which  does  not  determine  directly  the  arsenic  portion  of  the 
molecule.  (2)  Methyl  orange  and  mineral  acid  will  not 
show  correct  results  if  a  trace  of  carbonate  happens  to  be 
present,  and  some  is  nearly  always  found,  which  must  be  so 
by  virtue  of  the  mode  of  preparation  and  constitution.  (3)  It 
always  contains  a  little  silicate,  and  this,  too,  being  alkaline, 
would  be  calculated  as  arsenate.  (4)  There  is  a  process 
which  might  be  suggested  to  the  authors  for  consideration 
and  experiment — viz.,  that  in  which  advantage  is  taken  of 
the  reduction  of  arsenate  to  arsenite  by  hydriodic  acid  (or, 
which  is  equally  the  same,  KI  in  excess  of  strong  HC1). 
(5)  This  is  a  double-barrelled  test,  for  the  amount  of  iodine 
set  free  could  be  determined,  and  also  the  amount  of 
arsenious  acid  produced  at  the  same  time.  (6)  The  reaction 
is  represented  by  the  following  equations  : — 

Na,HAs04f  2HC1  =  2NaCl  +  H5A.s04. 

2KI  +  2HC1  =  2KC1  +  2HI. 

2HI  +  H5As04  =  I,  +  OH2  +  H-As03. 

Yours  truly, 

Commentator.  (191/19.) 

The  Old  Lot. 

Sir, — The  letter  of  Mr.  James  Reid  in  your  issue  of  August  9 
is  very  much  to  the  point,  and  in  many  respects  exactly 
expresses  the  opinions  long  held  by  myself.  There  is  too 
much  attention  given  to  education,  and  none  to  securing  the 
work  for  which  the  education  fits  us.  As  a  friend  remarked 
to  me  some  time  ago,  "  We  are  educated  for  a  position  that 
does  not  exist."  It  is  not  that  the  stores  have  robbed  us  of 
the  work,  it  simply  does  not  exist.  To  us  as  traders  the 
stores  are  serious,  and  in  some  cases  ruinous,  competitors, 
but  as  professional  men,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  we 
have  no  legitimate  cause  of  complaint  against  them.  If  we 
could  secure  all  the  trade  now  done  by  the  stores,  the  bulk 
of  it  would  not  be  of  a  character  for  which  our  ediication 
has  fitted  us.  It  is  only  in  great  centres,  such  as  London, 
and  places  of  wealth  and  fashion,  like  Leamington  and 
Bournemouth,  that  there  is  any  work  worthy  of  a  pharmacist. 
Our  proper  and  legitimate  work  is  dispensing,  but  this  is 
largely  done,  and  to  an  increasing  extent,  by  doctors  them- 
selves. In  this  great  manufacturing  town  the  doctors  do  it 
to  a  man,  and  the  only  prescription  we  ever  see  is  an 
occasional  one  from  a  Manchester  physician ;  and  I  do  not 
see  how  we  can  hope  for  legislation  to  help  us  in  this  matter. 
The  preamble  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  states  that  it  is  expedient 
that  chemists  and  druggists  should  possess  a  competent 
knowledge  of  their  business,  and  this  is  the  prevailing  note 
all  through  the  Act ;  it  treats  druggists  as  dispensers  and 
retailers  of  medicines  and  chemicals.  But  a  man  who  now 
passes  the  Minor  is  educated  far  beyond  these  require- 
ments, and  the  consequence  is  that  he  often  conceives  a 
contempt  for  the  serving  of  pennyworths  of  salts,  and  yearns 
for  something  of  a  (so-called)  higher  character,  such  as 
doctor  or  public  analyst.  This  is  a  very  proper  and  laudable 
ambition,  but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  when  he  attains 
such  a  position  he  ceases  to  be  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and 
his  training  as  such  is  time  and  money  wasted.  The  raison 
d'etre  of  our  training  is  to  fit  us  as  druggists,  and  not  as 
something  else,  however  much  "  higher"  it  may  be.  I  quite 
agree  with  Mr.  Reid  that  a  great  leader  is  wanted,  but 
where  is  he  1  I  have  hoped  that  such  a  one  might  arise 
among  our  young  men,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  new 
lot  who  are  growing  up  are  more  apathetic  than  the  old  lot. 

Yours  faithfully, 

110  Lees  Road,  Oldham.  James  Lees. 

Sir, — I  do  not  think  my  last  letter  will  bear  the  construc- 
tion "Xrayser"  has  put  on  it.  I  took  special  care  to  avoid 
laying  myself  open  to  that  construction,  by  saying  "  I  accuse 
them  of  failing  either  to  do  anything  to  prevent  this,  or 
leaving  chemists  at  liberty  to  work  out  their  own  salvation 
in  the  only  way  possible."  Here  the  clear  inference  is,  not 
ttat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  take 
any  steps  in  the  direction  of  making  chemists  pushing  busi- 
ness-men, but  that  it  was  their  duty  either  to  throw  the 
unqualified  element  out  from  British  pharmacy,  or  leave 
qualified  men  reasonable  opportunities  for  the  development 
of  those  trading-qualities  which  are  necessary  for  this  most 
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unjust  competition.  There  are  at  the  present  time  two 
spirits  in  pharmacy — the  professional  spirit  and  the  trading 
spirit.  The  first  has  been  constantly  fostered  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  the  second  has  been  forced  on  us  by  the 
Judges,  the  newspaper  Press,  and  the  people,  who  have  all 
insisted  on  having  ignorant  unqualified  men  in  pharmacy. 
The  pharmacy  which  is  imbued  by  a  professional  spirit  is  the 
only  pharmacy  which  can  do  good  service  to  the  people. 
The  trading  form  of  pharmacy,  by  pushing  all  kinds  of  drugs 
on  the  people  is,  I  believe,  at  the  present  time  doing  as  much 
to  shorten  human  life  as  the  combined  efforts  of  sanitary  and 
medical  science  are  doing  to  lengthen  it.  Had  the  unqua- 
lified element  been  thrown  out,  there  has  not  been  a  single 
step  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  in  the  direction 
of  raising  the  professional  status  of  pharmacy,  of  which  we 
would  not  all  have  approved  ;  but  it  is  doing  a  gross  injustice 
to  our  young  men  to  train  them  up  in  a  professional  spirit 
and  then  throw  them,  without  any  means  of  protecting  them- 
selves, into  the  centre  of  a  pack  of  trading-sharks,  whose 
ideas  of  duty  to  the  people  have  nothing  in  common  with 
those  gendered  by  a  professional  spirit.  That  the  profes- 
sional spirit  and  the  trading  spirit  are  quite  incompatible  is 
recognised  by  Professor  Marshall  (in  his  Dundee  address), 
who  bemoans  the  fact  that  chemists  are  no  more  professional 
than  ordinary  tradesmen.  This  he  attributes  to  the  "  cram  " 
system  of  examination,  but  it  is  really  due  to  the  trading 
system  forced  on  us  by  unqualified  men.  The  Judges  and 
the  people,  in  effect,  called  in  outsiders,  and  thought  them- 
selves very  smart  in  forcing  unqualified  men  on  us ;  but  by  so 
doing  they  are  to-day  deprived  of  the  highly  efficient  phar- 
macy which  would  have  been  at  their  services,  under  the 
fostering  care  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  by  this  time, 
and  they  are  paying  four  times  as  much  for  drugs  as  they 
would  have  paid,  and  swallowing  ten  times  more  rubbish  of 
all  kinds  than  is  good  for  them.  This  is  their  look-out. 
When  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  could  not  see  its  way  to 
secure  fresh  legislation  at  the  time  of  the  limited-liability 
decision,  it  ought  to  have  put  on  the  educational  brake.  It 
is  absurd,  as  things  are,  to  go  on  with  the  same  educational 
programme,  of  which  we  would  all  have  approved  if  the 
field  had  been  cleared  of  unqualified  men.  Even  if  it  had 
been  necessary  to  devote  all  the  years  since  the  limited- 
liability  decision  to  clearing  the  field,  it  would  have  been 
wiser  to  take  that  line  than  it  was  to  simply  ignore  unqua- 
lified men,  and  go  on  with  the  steady  stiffening  of  the 
examinations  and  raising  of  the  fees.  The  first  course  would 
have  placed  pharmacy  on  a  sound  base  ;  the  second  has  only 
succeeded  in  making  the  chemist  a  kind  of  Dr.  Jekyll  and 
Mr.  Hyde,  without  making  him  a  success  in  either  rule.  He 
is  Dr.  Jekyll  on  parade  at  the  annual  Conference  and  the 
annual  dinner,  but  behind  his  own  counter  he  is  Mr.  Hyde. 
He  is  a  scientist  in  his  younger  days,  and  has  not  time  to 
learn  how  to  fight  unqualified  men  :  when  he  goes  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  he  is  so  much  taken  up  learning  how  to 
fight  unqualified  men  that  he  has  no  time  for  science. 
Dumfries,  August  18.  James  Reid. 

Sir, — It  may  interest  "  Xrayser "  to  know  that  other 
towns  and  villages  than  Cardiff  and  Sengenith  in  South 
Wales  have  furnished  unqualified  men  with  drug-businesses 
under  the  title  of  cash  chemists,  drug-stores,  and  medical 
halls.  How  long  this  state  of  things  is  to  be  tolerated  by 
the  authorities  that  be,  I  know  not,  but  this  I  venture  to 
say,  as  is  pointed  out  by  Mr.  James  Reid — the  trained  man 
must  either  go  to  the  wall  or  else  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
must  be  compelled  to  do  its  duty  in  this  matter  ;  for  not  only 
men  who  have  entered  the  business  through  a  regular 
apprenticeship  and  then  fail  to  pass  the  examinations  either 
from  want  of  application  or  brains,  form  these  companies, 
but  the  outside  public  are  finding  out  how  easy  it  is  to 
evade  or  ignore  the  law.  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  this 
illegality  was  taken  up  at  once  and  carried  to  the  High 
Court,  rather  than  wait  for  any  possible  quarrel  between 
rival  "  cash  chemists  "  as  "  Xrayser  "  suggests.  If  an  appeal 
was  made  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  on  this  point,  I  think  he  would 
be  supported  by  the  whole  trade,  except  a  few  who  profit  by 
illegally  trading  themselves.  Minor.  (42/14.) 

Photo  Considerations  for  Chemists. 

Sib, — The  British  trader,  this  time  in  the  personage  of  the 
photographic  dealer,  is  once  more  displaying  the  inanity  of 


which  he  is  accused,  and  apparently  relying  on  his  more 
I  energetic  brethren  to  take  up  the  matter  of  the  question  of 
threatened  monopoly  referred  to  under  the  above  heading  in 
your  issue  of  August  2.  It  cannot  for  one  moment  be  argued 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  immediate  action,  consequently 
I  feel  justified  in  making  the  above  charge.  To  avoid  the 
waste  of  space,  and  to  condense  the  argument,  I  would  say 
that,  "  If  anyone  has  a  better  line  of  action  to  combat  the 
problem,  let  him  divulge  it,"  when  I,  along  with  others,  will 
be  only  too  ready  to  adopt  it.  I  hope  chemists  will  not  wait 
for  others  to  express  their  opinions,  but  show  their  interest 
in  the  matter  by  all  writing  their  views  on  the  subject  at 
once.  The  methods  of  working  the  discounts,  as  offered  by 
Messrs.  Kodak,  will  be  bound  to  affect  all  sooner  or  later,  as 
they  have  not  yet  absorbed  their  future  programme.  Con- 
sequently, the  sooner  some  line  of  action  is  adopted  and 
acted  upon,  the  greater  will  be  the  effect. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Negatype.  (41/11.) 

Assistants'  Agreements. 

Assistant  (41/23),  who  says  he  lis  of  "very  good  family,-' 
but  works  for  a  very  small  salary,  and  has  an  allowance, 
writes :  "  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  a  chemist  was  to  treat 
his  assistant  as  a  gentleman,  the  assistant  would  do  more  for 
his  employer;  and,  besides,  a  chemist,  if  he  treats  his 
assistant  as  a  slave,  loses  all  right  to  the  title  of  gentleman 
himself.  I  am  afraid  that  if  the  assistants  do  not  combine 
soon,  there  will  be  none  left  who  have  sufficient  spirit  to  go 
any  farther  towards  their  examinations." 

Sie, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  correspondence 
and  remarks  by  "  Xrayser "  about  the  legal  agreement 
between  assistants  and  employers.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  simplest  thing  for  assistants  to  do  is  to  refuse  to  sign 
any  agreement  whatever,  unless  it  is  one  simply  stating  that 
the  engagement  shall  be  terminated  by  one  month's  notice 
on  either  side,  and  not  sell  their  birthrights  for  something 
considerably  less  than  a  mess  of  pottage.  I  suppose,  how- 
ever, chemists'  assistants  and  other  shopmen  have  not 
sufficient  manliness  to  do  this.  Where  would  you  find  a 
collier,  engineer,  or  other  working-man  with  so  little  self- 
respect  as  to  sign  an  agreement  like  this  one  ?  Yet  I  know 
qualified  men  who  have  done  so.  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  has  an 
agreement  resembling  this  one  for  branch  managers  to  sign, 
only  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  opening  business  or  going  as 
assistant  to  a  chemist  within  a  certain  radius  is  300/., 
instead  of  200/.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  assistants 
if  they  stuck  up  for  their  rights,  instead  of  tolerating  humbug 
of  this  sort.  In  conclusion,  the  only  chance  chemists' 
assistants  (qualified  or  not)  and  other  shopmen  have  of 
obtaining  their  rights  is  to  stand  up  for  them,  remembering 
the  words  of  the  poet :  "  Who  would  be  free,  themselves  must 
strike  the  blow."  Yours  faithfully, 

Chemist.  (43/8.) 

A  British  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Isham  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  8  Lowfield 
Street,  Dartford,  suggests  that  a  model  pharmacy  for  train- 
ing chemists'  assistants  and  apprentices  might  be  erected  in 
London  or  some  other  central  town.  "  The  British  Phar- 
macy," which  Mr.  Wilson  proposes  the  model  shop  should  be 
called,  would  be  fitted  up  in  accordance  with  suggestions 
received  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  Plague  of  Plies. 

Sir, — Your  interesting  note  on  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne's 
presidential  address  has  induced  me  to  send  you  the  following 
jottings  on  Musa  domestica  and  other  flies  : — "  Busy,  curious, 
thirsty  fly,  drink  with  me,  and  drink  as  I  " — such  the  lan- 
guage of  the  genial  wine-bibber  of  the  last  century.  The 
convivial,  playful  insect  has  amused  many  a  bed-ridden 
invalid  performing  its  aerial  dance  of  intricate  figure.  To 
the  naturalist  and  entomologist  it  offers  many  attractions  : 
its  thousand  eyes  surpassing  Argus  beyond  comparison,  the 
structure  of  its  feet,  and  its  gauzy  prismatic  wings — all  bespeak 
an  intelligence  of  Divinity  that  surpasses  human  under- 
standing. But  however  much  we  may  admire  the  individual 
fly  and  pore  over  its  beauties  by  the  aid  of  powerful  micro- 
scopes, it  is  in  the  aggregate  acknowledged  and  voted  a  bore 
and  a  pest  unequalled  since  it  figured  as  one  of  the  ten  plagues 
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of  Egypt.  It  gets  into  our  milk,  sugar,  preserves — and  what 
is  more  abominable  than  one  in  our  teacup  just  as  we  are 
about  to  enjoy  the  non-inebriating,  cheering  draught  ?  It 
requires  all  precaution  and  ingenuity  to  protect  ourselves 
from  its  intrusion.  It  was  in  my  early  days  a  common  thing 
to  expose  on  plates  and  saucers  a  liquid  called  "  Jacob's 
Water,"  to  which  the  busy,  thirsty  fly  was  attracted ;  the 
dose  did  not  prove  immediately  fatal,  but  the  insects 
were  no  longer  harmless,  they  became  harbingers  of  evil. 
"  Jacob's  water  "  was  superseded  by  infusion  of  quassia,  but 
the  flies  staggered  off  in  a  dazed  condition,  and  were  almost 
as  great  a  nuisance  as  before.  Then  came  the  peripatetics 
bawling,  "  Ketch  'em  alive,  ho  !  "  wearing  tall  hats  on  which 
were  displayed  pieces  of  newspaper  covered  with  a  sticky 
substance  and  adorned  with  many  specimens  "all  alive,  ho  !  " 
The  timely  hint  of  these  humble  artisans  has  not  been  lost 
sight  of.  "  There's  money  in  it,"  said  the  speculative  manu- 
facturer. "  Destruction  to  the  flies "  is  now  the  word — 
immense  factories  are  in  full  working  order,  and  flies  are 
destroyed  by  myriads,  their  sufferings  being  terminated  by 
fire. 

But  it  is  asserted  that  the  fly  serves  no  useful  purpose. 
This  in  the  present  age,  when  biological  science  is  doing  so 
much  to  elucidate  the  theory  of  life,  betrays  a  limited  com- 
prehension of  the  vast  scheme  of  creation.  That  flies  in 
general  play  an  important  part  in  the  economy  of  nature 
cannot  be  doubted.  First,  then,  if  there  were  no  flies  there 
would  be  no  spiders,  nor  innocent,  beautiful  birds  called  "  fly- 
catchers," not  to  mention  the  martins  and  swallows,  with 
their  congeners  the  wrens  and  a  host  of  insectivorous  birds. 
There  are,  however,  species  from  which  we  are  happily 
exempt — namely,  the  tsetse  fly  and  the  mosquito,  astonish- 
ingly vicious  ;  but  we  have  one  fly,  at  least,  whose  uses  and 
virtues  we  all  acknowledge  and  admire,  and  do  not  even 
abuse  its  potent  sting — the  bee. 

There  is  another  fly  which,  although  not  so  numerous  as 
the  house-fly,  is  more  destructive — the  common  bluebottle 
or  blow- fly.  It  is  said  that  a  siDgle  pair,  by  means  of  their 
amazing  fecundity,  will  during  the  summer  season  devour 
the  carcass  of  a  horse.  The  angler  can  only  obtain 
"  gentles "  from  this  source,  he  also  wants  baked  wasps' 
larva?.  Ants'  eggs,  as  the  pupa?  are  popularly  styled,  are 
useful  for  fattening  pheasants  and  poultry.  Locusts,  de- 
structive as  they  are,  become  the  food  of  man.  To  sum  up 
the  uses  of  flies,  like  vultures  they  are  appointed  to  turn 
dead  into  living  matter,  thus  preventing  putrid  exhalations, 
the  factors  of  disease  and  death.  Their  name  is  legion  both 
as  regards  species  and  universality.  Indirectly  they  become 
the  food  of  man  and  supply  his  luxurious  table  with  many  a 
dainty  dish.  Even  the  brilliant  hues  of  his  jellies  are  com- 
municated by  the  juices  of  a  fly  of  forbidding  appearance, 
the  cochineal  insect ;  and  what  is  sweeter  than  "  honey  and 
the  honeycomb  "  1 

Deal.  R.  Goodwin  Mumbray. 


Legal  Queries. 


43/7.  J.  S.— The  heading  of  your  bill,  '-Well-tried  and 
highly-recommended  preparations,"  makes  all  the  articles 
beneath  it  liable  to  duty,  and  the  female-pills  are  brought 
under  the  Stamp  Act  by  being  held  out  as  "  Special."  Your 
only  course  is  to  make  the  best  terms  with  the  Somerset 
House  authorities  you  can. 

41/37.  Qucrcus  bought  goods  from  iris  late  employer  in 
October,  1901,  and  has  paid  the  amount  by  cash  instalments 
with  the  exception  of  about  21.,  which  has  been  paid  by 
cheque  on  August  8  less  certain  overcharges.  The  errors 
were  pointed  out  on  August  8  for  the  first  time.  The  late 
employer  refuses  to  deduct  the  overcharge  claims,  and 
charges  interest  for  twelve  months  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. 
"  Quercus  "  asks  our  advice.  [The  seller  of  the  goods  is  not 
entitled  to  charge  interest  on  overdue  accounts  unless  there 
is  an  express  agreement  between  the  parties  to  that  effect. 
The  alleged  overcharges  depend  on  what  prices  were 
originally  agreed.  As  "  Quercus  "  has  paid  all  he  believes  to 
be  due  (the  cheque  having  been  placed  to  his  credit),  his 
proper  course  is  to  let  his  creditor  try  to  recover  the 
balance.] 


29/16.  Motor  puts  the  following  ; — A  person  borrows  a 
certain  sum  from  joint  estate  consisting  of  himself  and  two 
others.  What  form  of  promissory  note  is  required  !  [A 
promissory  note  in  the  ordinary  form  should  be  given  to  the 
three  persons  to  whom  the  money  belongs.  It  may  be  pointe  1 
out,  however,  that  it  is  breach  of  trust  for  one  of  the  trustees 
to  borrow  from  the  trust  estate  (to  which  we  presume  the 
money  belongs  in  this  instance)  except  under  an  express 
power  contained  in  the  will  or  settlement.] 

44/9.  J.  G.—(Y)  The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  permits 
the  sale  to  medical  or  scientific  gentlemen  by  chemists  and 
druggists  (without  a  spirit-licence)  of  absolute  alcohol  or 
rectified  spirit  in  quantities  not  exceeding  8  oz.  at  a  time. 
(2)  The  regulations  as  to  the  sale  of  benzine  are  given  in 
I  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  283. 

40/11.  Manchester. — It  is  hardly  probable  that  the 
placing  of  the  quinine-pessary  advertisement  in  a  theatre 
would  be  an  offence  against  the  Indecent  Advertisement 
Act,  but  there  are  other  considerations  which  should  deter 
you  from  placing,  and  the  manager  of  the  theatre  from 
accepting,  such  an  advertisement. 

45/53.  T.  J.  A. — It  is  illegal  for  you  to  "  start  for  your- 
self "  as  a  chemist  if  you  are  unqualified,  no  matter  how 
much  the  people  of  the  district  may  want  you  to. 

43/33.  Aurantii. — It  would  be  better  to  submit  the  labels 
to  Somerset  House,  as  there  are  expressions  in  each  which 
are  on  the  border-line.  Let  us  know  how  the  authorities 
mark  the  labels. 

45/31.  Thebes. — The  matter  of  exporting  unstamped  pro- 
prietary medicines  is  not  so  simple  as  you  think.  If  the 
medicines  are  sold  in  this  country  they  must  be  stamped, 
and  it  is  only  by  consigning  them  to  agents  outside  Great 
!  Britain  that  the  medicines  escape  duty.  We  acknowledge, 
however,  that  some  proprietors  could  do  more  than  they  do 
in  the  matter,  and  by  constantly  pestering  them  it  may  be 
possible  to  wake  them  up. 

45/46.  Wilts. — A  and  B  are  two  traders.  A.  is  bankrupt, 
paying  5s.  in  the  pound.  A.  owed  B.  10Z.  B.  owed  A.  5/. 
Does  B.  have  to  pay  to  the  receiver  the  51.  in  full  and 
receive  dividend  only  on  the  10?.  due  to  him,  or  can  he 
deduct  the  51.  due  by  him  to  A.'s  estate,  and  receive  dividend 
on  the  balance  ?  [B.  is  entitled  to  deduct  the  51.  due  by 
him  to  A.  from  the  debt  due  by  A.  to  him,  and  to  prove  in 
the  bankruptcy  for  the  balance.] 

37/63.  J.  I),  asks  advice  in  the  following  circum- 
stances : — An  assistant  is  engaged,  outdoors,  by  the  week, 
without  any  arrangement  as  to  notice  ;  the  employer  make- 
over the  business  to  a  trustee  ;  after  the  trustee  has  taken 
possession  the  assistant  is  kept  on,  but  without  any  arrange- 
ments being  made  between  the  assistant  and  the  trustee. 
In  two  or  three  days  another  assistant  comes  on  the  scene, 
and  the  old  assistant  is  expected  to  leave  immediately  and 
will  not  do  so,  but,  not  getting  his  salary  at  the  end  of 
the  week,  he  leaves  then.  What  can  the  assistant  do  ?  Can 
he  demand  a  month's  wages — a  month's  notice  being  the 
custom  of  the  drug-trade — from  the  trustee  or  whom  1  [We 
doubt  whether,  in  the  circumstances,  the  trustee  took  over 
the  assistant  with  the  business.  The  best  plan  will  be 
to  bring  an  action  against  both  the  late  employer  and  the 
trustee  for  the  wages  earned  and  for  a  month's  wages  in  lien 
of  notice.  Broxham  v.  Wagstaffe,  5  Jur.  845,  is  the  case 
dealing  with  the  notice  to  which  a  chemist's  assistant  is 
entitled.] 

44/24.  S.  K.  8.  puts  the  following  question  :  "  I  have  an 
agreement  for  three  years  on  a  house  and  shop  that  expires 
next  April.  It  is  subject  to  a  six  months'  notice  to  continue 
for  a  further  period  of  three  years  from  April,  1903.  It 
bears  the  usual  5s.  stamp ;  should  I  have  to  send  it  to 
Somerset  House  ?  I  have  sent  due  notice  for  a  continuance 
of  my  intended  occupation  to  the  landlord,  but  cannot  get  a 
definite  answer  from  him,  although  his  reply  to-day  is : 
'I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  and  postcard  re  the  con- 
tinuance of  tenancy  of  in  accordance  with  terms  of 

your  agreement. — Yours,  &o.,   .'     Is  that  sufficient 

i  acknowledgment  ? "    [If  the  rent  does  not  exceed  50Z.  the 
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agreement  is  properly  stamped,  and  even  if  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently stamped  it  is  not  material  to  the  question  of  renewal, 
and  the  Somerset  House  authorities  would  not  put  on  any 
additional  stamp  without  previous  payment  of  the  10/. 
penalty,  part  of  which  might  be  refunded.  We  should  say 
that  the  acknowledgment  of  the  notice  was  sufficient,  but  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind  our  correspondent  ought  to  take  the 
agreement  and  copy  of  the  notice  to  his  solicitor  whilst  there 
is  yet  time  to  give  a  formal  notice.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  dat3,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


42/54.  J.  S.— The  Druggists'  Circular  is  published  at 
100  William  Street,  New  York. 

25/20.  Datura. — The  substance  you  send  is  bone-shavings 
or  hartshorn.  Hartshorn  is  still  official  in  the  Codex,  a 
nutritive  jelly  being  made  of  it  for  invalids'  use.  We  have 
not  heard  of  hartshorn  being  used  in  the  form  of  decoction 
for  strengthening  the  hair,  although  it  might  be  used  as  a 
bandoline.  Rasura  cornu-cervi  were  official  in  the  P.L 
1809. 

18/69.  Hextlwrpe. — (1)  The  portion  of  coniferous  plant 
you  send  is  not  enough  for  identification-purposes.  (2) 
Turpentine  is  the  best  solvent  for  vulcanised  rubber.  (3) 
Books  on  Rubber-manufacture. — Hoffer,  E.,  "  Practical 
Treatise  on  Caoutchouc  and  Guttapercha,"  12s.  Qd.  (Low) ; 
Brannt,  W.  T.,  "  Indiarubber,  Guttapercha,  and  Balata,"  12s. 
(Baird). 

24/64.  Soupqon. — Dry  Weed-killer. — The  sample  you 
send  is  a  mixture  of  ammonium  sulphate  (1)  and  sand  (2). 
Such  preparations  are  sold  as  "  lawn-sand,"  a  little  being- 
sprinkled  on  the  daisy-plants  which  appear  on  lawns.  The 
acid  sulphate  of  potash  or  ammonium  is  even  more  effectual 
than  the  ammonium  sulphate  mentioned  above. 

43/34.  C.  D.  K.—(Y)  The  Pigeon-pills  are  black  pitch. 
About  1\  dr.  of  pitch  is  softened  by  heat  and  rolled  into 
pills  on  a  warm  machine.  (2)  The  use  of  hair-producers 
requires  much  perseverance,  and  even  then  you  may  not 
reach  your  ideal  in  the  way  of  moustaches.  You  should  use 
the  formula  given  in  u  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  but  dilute 
with  an  equal  volume  of  spirit  for  the  first  few  applications. 

43/35.  Mae. — The  certificate  of  the  Cambridge  Junior 
Local  examination  is  accepted  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Pre- 
liminary. All  the  subjects  of  the  examination  must  have 
been  passed  at  the  same  time. 

36/73.  Metallic— (Y)  We  do  not  know  the  result  of  the 
metal-polish  competition.  Were  you  a  competitor  ?  (2)  A 
1-in-l  decoction  of  mullein-leaves  is  impracticable  on  account 
of  the  quantity  of  mucilage  the  leaves  contain.  A  fairly 
concentrated  decoction  can  be  made  by  evaporation.  The 
preservative  to  use  is  chloroform. 

36/56.  A.  M. — One  capsule  is  quite  insufficient  for  an 
analytical  examination. 

31/69.  Bay  Berry. — Horse  Condition-powder,  as  your 
sample  : — 

Antim.  sulphurata    ...       ...       ...  Jiy. 

Potass,  nitr.  ...       ...       ...       ...  Jviij. 

Pulv.  foenugi'iec   Sviij. 

Pulv.  gentian   Sviij. 

Pulv.  lini    lb.  j. 

Mix.    A  tablespoonful  to  be  given  for  a  dose. 

22/28.  P.  J.  A. — Will  you  send  us  further  particulars 
about  the  electric-light  filament — what  lamp  is  it  used  in  ? 

39/19.  Chemieus. —  Stove-polish.  —  Kefer  to  C.  $  D.. 
January  11,  page  68. 

42/19.  Leo. — Liq.  potassse  is  the  solution  used  for  writing 
on  ferro-prussiate  paper. 


45/23.  B.  H.  A. — The  powder  for  adding  to  the  water  in 
which  peas  are  cooked  contains,  in  addition  to  sodium 
carbonate  and  chloride,  a  small  proportion  of  caustic  soda. 

42/23.  T.  D.  B. — Silvering-fluid  for  renovating  plated 
ware  : — 

Argent,  nit   3ss. 

Sodii  chlor  3ss. 

Potass,  cyanid.    ...  %\. 

Aqua  ...       ...    q.s. 

Dissolve  the  silver  nitrate  in  a  pint  of  water,  and  add  the  salt 
dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water.  Collect  the  precipitate,  and  place 
with  the  potassium  cyanide  in  a  mortar,  and  add  enough  water  to 
make  a  solution.  Prepared  chalk,  moistened  with  the  liuid,  is 
rubbed  on  the  part  which  it  is  desired  to  replate. 

44/4.  Ferrum. — -The  emulsions  are  very  well  made 
preparations,  but  we  do  not  think  the  violet-powder  basis  an 
improvement  on  starch. 

39/29.  J.  P.  P.— (1)  The  quantity  of  potass,  citrat.  in 
the  Influenza-mixture  (C.  $  D.,  April  19,  page  645)  should 
read  5iij.  The  directions  read  "one  tablespoonful  to  be 
taken  every  two  or  three  hours  in  water." 

39/30.  C.  MoC. — A  formula  for  one-solution  metol-quinol 
developer  was  given  in  the  C.  D.  as  recently  as  March  15, 
page  442. 

19/4.  East  Antjlia. —  Powder  for  Horses'  Wind. —  We 
cannot  confirm  the  presence  of  aconite  in  the  powder  you 
send,  so  that  it  can  only  be  present  in  small  quantity.  The 
following  probably  represents  the  composition  : — 

P.  antim.  nigr.         ...       ...       ...  5iij- 

P.  fol.  aconiti...       ...       ...       ...  5hj- 

P.  resinae      ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

P.  glycyrrh   lj. 

Mix  and  divide  into  six  powders. 

43,37.  Surviving  Heir. — The  Ointment  for  Baldness  is 
a  diluted  form  of  ung.  hydrarg.  nit.,  probably  the  official 
dilute  ointment,  as  there  is  vaseline  present. 

41/73.  Photo. — The  dry-plate  which  you  wrapped  after 
exposure  in  printed  paper  and  which,  on  development,  shows 
the  marks  of  the  printed  matter  is  ruined.  It  is  not,  as 
you  put  it,  that  "  the  printing  has  stuck  to  the  plate,"  but 
that  the  turpentine  in  the  ink  has  reduced  the  silver  in  the 
plate  to  the  metallic  state.  Dr.  W.  J.  Russell,  who  has 
made  a  special  study  of  this  phenomenon,  finds  that  peroxide 
of  hydrogen  is  the  cause,  that  being  a  constituent  of  the 
vapour  given  off  by  turpentine  and  many  other  substances. 

38/10.  G.  F.  O.  G. — There  have  been  many  rumours 
about  the  acquirement  of  English  dry-plate  works  by 
Americans,  but  as  far  as  we  can  learn  the  schemes  are  still 
in  nubibus. 


Information  Wanted. 


48/6.    Where  can  Dr.  Davies's  headache-cure  be  obtained  ? 

47/35.  Who  supplies  sticks  of  red  and  blue  Indian  ink,  or 
tattooing  pigments  1 

37/22.  What  is  "Typhon"  syrup,  a  dark-coloured 
ingredient  in  a  cough-mixture  ? 

19/91.  Where  can  the  akouphone  be  obtained  ?  It  is  an 
American  invention  by  Mr.  Miller  Reece  Hutchison  for  deaf- 
ness. 

26/53.  Will  the  chemist  who  asked  for  address  of  firm  of 
model-makers  please  communicate  with  us,  as  his  letter  has 
been  mislaid  1 

49/71.  Address  of  Chinnery  &  Co.,  formerly  of  Leadenhall 
Street,  E.G.,  who  used  to  advertise  a  portable,  aerating- 
machine  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  some 
years  ago. 

42/65.  Wanted  information  as  to  a  sausage-colouring,  to 
give  meat  a  ruddy  colour  when  raw,  which  is  to  disappear 
when  the  sausage  is  cooked.  Colours  commonly  used  do 
not  satisfy  this  condition. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.  The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  any  thing  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  August  21. 

BUSINESS  in  the  drug  and  chemical  markets  is  moderately 
active  for  the  time  of  the  year,  but  there  are  few 
alterations  in  price.  In  fine  chemicals  quinine  has  been  the 
absorbing  topic  of  the  week,  the  heavy  bark-shipments  from 
Java  for  the  first  half  of  August  having  come  like  a  thunder, 
clap  on  an  already  "sick"  market.  Prices  immediately 
dropped  Id.  in  second-hands,  but  subsequently  a  firmer 
feeling  |  prevailed,  and  the  low  prices  now  ruling  have 
induced  a  larger  speculative  business  than  has  been  seen  for 
some  weeks  past.  The  bark-sale  at  Amsterdam  next  week 
will,  it  is  expected,  have  an  important  influence  on  the 
immediate  course  of  the  market.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids 
and  cream  of  tartar  are  all  quiet  and  unaltered.  Castor  oils 
of  English,  French,  and  Belgian  make  are  easier.  Senega,  as 
anticipated,  is  now  held  at  famine  prices,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  see  where  supplies  are  to  come  from  this  season.  Holders 
on  the  spot  are  asking  considerably  higher  prices  than  last 
week,  which  fact  prohibits  business,  but  as  the  spot-market 
is  very  bare  they  are  naturally  holding  to  what  little  they 
have.  All  American  crude  drugs  are  likely  to  be  dear  this 
season,  principally  owing  to  the  fact  that  supplies  are 
becoming  more  scarce  every  year,  consequent  upon  the 
reckless  methods  of  collection  and  to  the  fact  that  no  pro- 
vision is  being  made  to-day  for  future  supplies.  German 
refined  camphor  is  a  shade  cheaper,  but  English  is  un- 
changed. Japanese  wax  is  still  tending  higher,  and  Japanese 
ginger  is  also  easier.  New  Kussian  and  Spanish  ergot  is 
offered  cheaply.  The  drug-sales  are  reported  on  page  372, 
and  the  following  are  the  principal  fluctuations  since  last 
week : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Canary-seed 
Cardamoms 
Ginger 

(Japanese) 
Pepper,  black 
Senega 
Senna  (Tinn.) 
Wax,  Japanese 

Oil,  anise,  star 

Guaiacum 
Ipecacuanha 

(cult.  Rio) 
Oil,  castor 
Wax,  bees' 
(Jamaica, 
Madagascar, 
Zanzibar) 

Camphor 
(Germ.  re- 
fined) 

Cinchona 

Ipecacuanha 

Quinine 
(second- 
hands) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have'arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  August  14  to  19,  inclusive  : — 
Acetate  of  lead  (@  Treport),  12 ;  acetate  of  lime  (@  New  York), 
3,157 ;  acetate  of  soda  (@  Treport),  120  bgs. ;  acetone  (@  Ham- 
burg) 10,  (@  Fiume)  70;  acid,  acetic  (@  Terneuzen),  80  pkgs.; 
acid,  boric  (Ital.),  69;  acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux),  24;  acid,  carbolic 
(@  Cologne),  90;  acid,  oxalic  (@  Rotterdam),  20;  acid,  sulphuric 
(@  Amsterdam)  70  cks.,  (@  Hamburg)  17;  acid,  tartaric  (@ 
Rotterdam)  70  cks.  28  kgs.,  (@  Marseilles)  10,  (@  Bordeaux)  12 ; 
albumen  «S>  Havre)  4,  (@  Hamburg)  7  ;  alum,  3 ;  alumina  sulphate 
(@  Ghent),  220 ;  ammonia  sulphate  (@  Rotterdam  i  45,  (@  Ghent) 
246;  aniseed  (@  Libau),  204;  antimony  (@  Shanghai)  1,002  cs., 
(@  Kobe")  35,  (@  Hong-Kong)  50 ;  argol  (@  Oporto),  53 ;  arrow- 
root (@  Trinidad)  100  brls.,  (@  St.  V.)  5;  arsenic  (©  Antwerp ',6; 


"  balsams  "  (@  Acajutla),  75  cs. ;  barium  binoxide  (@  Rouen),  11 ; 
benzoin  (@  Singapore),  73 ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Antwerp),  24 ; 
borax  (@  Tocopilla1,  31,459  sks. ;  camphor  (@  Kobe),  15;  camphor- 
tablets  (@  Kobe),  37 ;  canary-seed  (@  Morocco)  340,  (@  Amster- 
dam) 150 ;  cardamoms,  544 ;  cassia  fistula  (@  Amsterdam),  15 ; 
caraway-seed,  520,  (@  Rotterdam)  210;  castor  oil  (@  Antwerp) 
281,  (@  Amsterdam)  25,  (@  Marseilles)  389,  (@  Coconada)  180, 
(Ital.)  60  ;  chamomiles  (@  Ghent),  9  ;  chloride  of  lime  (@Treporti, 
73;  chloral  hydrate  (©Rotterdam),  10;  cinchona  (@  Ceylon)  43, 
(@  Mollendo)  476,  (@  Amsterdam)  24  cs.,  (@  Madras)  12 ;  coca- 
leaves  (@  Ceylon),  7;  collodion  (@  Hamburg1,  1  cs. ;  coriander- 
seed,  32 ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Rotterdam)  2,  (@  Bordeaux)  83,  (@ 
Spain)  10  ;  croton-seed  (@  Ceylon),  88  ;  dragon's-blood  (@  Peuang1, 
5;  drugs  (@  Rotterdam)  20  bgs.,  (Cartagena)  12;  (@  New  York) 
20  pkgs.  17  cs.,  (@  Antwerp)  18,  (@  Boulogne)  4  ;  essential  oils 
(@  Genoa)  70,  (©Boulogne)  17,  (@  Ostend)  12,  (@  Messina)  109, 
(@  Palermo)  20 ;  ether  (@  Hamburg),  3 ;  eucalyptus  oil  (@ 
Melbourne),  56  cs. ;  fenugreek-seed  (@  Morocco)  63,  (@  Sidon)  3 ; 
galls  (Chin.),  30  ;  gentian,  30;  ginger  (@  Hong-Kong  210  cs.,  (@ 
Jamaica)  108;  glycerin  (@  Rouen)  20  cks.,  (@  Amsterdam)  10  cs. 
26  dins.,  (@  Marseilles)  90  drums  ;  guinea-grains  (@  W.C.  Africa), 
37 ;  gum  arabic  (@  Alexandria),  216  pkgs.  ;  gum  chicle  (@  New 
York),  26;  gum  olibanum  (@  Aden),  26;  gum  tragacanth  (@ 
Constantinople),  96;  gum,  unenumerated  (@  Amsterdaml  77, 
(@  Suez)  87,  (@  Mollendo)  180;  honey  (@  Jamaica)  17,  (Chilian  I 
44,  (French)  37;  insect-powder  (@  Trieste),  60;  juniper-berries  (@ 
Rotterdam1,  150;  kola  (@  Jamaica),  5;  lead  acetate  (Jp  Treport), 
8  ;  lime-juito  (@  Dominica),  299  pks. ;  lime  oil  (@  Dominica!,  19  ; 
liquorice  (@  Naples)  20  cs. ;  liquorice-wood  15,  (@  Marseilles)  50; 
nutmegs  ((3)  Penang),  53;  nux  vomica  (@  Cochin  1 146,  (@  Leghorn) 
109  pps.  100  x  |-chts.  1,067  cs. ;  olive  oil  (@  Marseilles)  511  cs., 
(@  Genoa)  900  x  n-ehts. ;  (@  Bordeaux)  931  cs. ;  opium  (@  Con- 
stantinople) 39,  (Genoa)  15;  pepper  (@  Hong-Kong),  114; 
pimento  (@  Jamaical,  532  ;  potash  cyanide  (@  Paris),  50  ;  potash 
permanganate  (@  Hamburg),  '35  cs. ;  quicksilver  (Ital.),  500; 
rhubarb  (@  Shanghai),  25;  "roots"  (@  Bahia)  10,  (@  Italy) 
61  bgs.  in  tr.,  (@  Antwerp)  4,  (@  Marseilles)  157 ;  saffron,  2  cs. ; 
sal  ammoniac  (@  Amsterdam)  55,  (@  Marseilles)  9 ;  sarsaparilla 
(@  New  York),  30;  scammony-root  (@  Alexandretta)  32  and  22 
in  tr.,  (@  Beyrout)  18  ;  seedlac  (@  Madras),  16  ;  soda  crystals  (@ 
Antwerp)  400,  (@  Rotterdam)  100,  (@  Ghent)  740  ;  soda  phosphate 
(@  Bremen),  13 ;  soy  (@  Hong-Kong),  49  cks. ;  spermaceti  (@ 
Talcahuano),  17  bgs.;  sugar  of  milk  (@  Rotterdam)  10;  sulphur 
(@  Girgenti)  300  tons,  (@  Catania)  235  brls.  2,770  bgs.  267  cks., 
(@  Genoa),  928  pkgs.  370  bgs. ;  tamarinds  (@  Jamaica)  2,  (@ 
Antigua)  28;  tartar  (@  Rotterdam)  5,  (@  Bordeaux)  142,  (@ 
Marseilles)  152;  turmeric  (@  Madras)  61,  (@  Cochin)  65,  (@ 
Bombay)  75;  tin  salts  ((a)  Rotterdam),  8;  wax,  bees'  (@  Havre) 
192,  (@  Jamaica)  17,  (Chilian)  38,  (@  Hamburg)  30,  (@  Coquimbo) 
61,  (@  Span.)  12;  wax,  Carnauba  (@  Pernambueo  ,  198;  wax, 
ceresin,  (@  Hamburg)  10  bis.  55  cs.,  (@  Rotterdam)  20;  wax, 
Japanese  (@  Rouen),  10;  vanillin  (@  Ostend),  2;  wine-lees  ((«> 
Messina),  398 ;  wood  oil  (@  Shanghai),  364 ;  wood  spirit  (@ 
Hamburg1,  23;  zinc  oxide  (@  Stettin)  40,  (@  Hamburg)  20, 
(@  Amsterdam)  19,  (@  Rotterdam)  10. 

Java  Quinine. 

The  report  on  the  Government  cinchona  plantations  in  Java 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1902,  just  issued,  states  that  although 
the  rainfall  in  February  was  exceptional]}'  low  the  total  for  the 
three  months  was  rather  above  the  average.  Much  damage  was 
done  on  some  of  the  plantations  by  the  gales  which  prevailed  duriug 
the  first  two  months,  and  also  by  caterpillars  and  other  injurious 
insects,  whilst  some  of  the  low-lying  plantations  were  seriously 
affected  by  blight.  In  the  district  south  of  Bandong  the  weather 
conditions  favoured  the  transplanting  of  the  young  plants  into  the 
open  ground.  In  the  nurseries  there  was  a  large  stock  of  well- 
developed  plants,  of  which  several  thousands  were  sold  to  private 
planters.  Contrary  to  what  had  been  the  case  in  previous  years, 
very  little  bark  had  been  shipped  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  owing 
to  lack  of  labour.  This  scarcity  of  labour  is  a  very  grave  question, 
and  if  the  conditions  do  not  improve  within  a  short  time  it  may 
have  a  serious  effect  on  the  harvesting  and  the  preparation  of  the 
soil,  which  again  will  injuriously  react  upon  the  crops  of  the  next 
few  years. 

Analyses  made  with  hybrid-grafts  during  the  quarter  under 
review  confirm  previous  observations,  that  the  increase  of  the 
alkaloidal  content  is  greater  in  the  second  year's  growth.  These 
analyses  showed  a  content  of  sulphate  of  quinine  in  the  first  year 
of  2  74  and  2'60  per  cent. ;  second  year,  6  and  5'60  per  cent. ;  and 
third  year,  7'73  and  8'04  per  cent. 

About  1,000  grafts  were  taken  during  the  quarter  from  Cinchona 
robusta.  These  could  be  removed  from  the  nursery  and  planted 
out  in  less  than  three  months'  time.  Ledgeriana  and  hybrid 
grafts,  on  the  other  hand,  require  from  four  to  five  months.  _ 

The  total  number  of  plants  at  the  Government  plantations  at 
the  end  of  the  quarter  was  as  follows  :  in  the  nurseries,  1,249,000 
Ledgeriana,  300,700  Succirubra,  and  30,000  hybrids  ;  in  the  open 
ground,  1,943,500  Ledgeriana,  402,900  hybrids,  343,800  Succirubra, 
and  45,000  officinalis. 
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Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  August  20  : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week 
ending  Wednesday  amount  to  150  cases,  isrincipally  for  the 
United  States  and  England,  also  partly  for  speculative 
account.  Prices  paid  range  from  7s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb., 
according  to  quality.  Market  closes  animated,  and  an 
advance  is  expected. 

Hamburg,  August  21 :— For  senega  580m.  per  100  kilos, 
has  been  paid,  being  considerably  dearer.  Kenned  camphor 
for  forward  delivery  is  lower.  Menthol  is  firmer  on  the  spot, 
and  condurango  is  offered  cheaply,  at  65m.  per  100  kilos.  ■ 

New  York,  August  21 :— Business  here  is  quiet.  Senega 
has  advanced  to  60c.  per  lb.  Golden  seal  is  also  dearer,  at 
52c.  per  lb.  Ergot  of  rye  is  lower,  at  35c.  Cnbebs  are  easy, 
at  9c.  per  lb.  Menthol  has  advanced  to  #4.85  per  lb.  ;  and 
balsam  Peru  is  easy,  at  #1.15  per  lb.  Both  Kio  and  Carta- 
gena ipecacuanha  are  easy,  at  #2.35  and  #1.05  per  lb. 
respectively.  Cinchonidine  is  neglected,  and  20c.  per  oz.  will 
now  buy. 


Acid,  Carbolic— Quiet,  with  an  easier  feeling  in  crystals, 
which  are  quoted  at  7hd.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  C  (BP) 
detached ;  39°  to  40°  C.  ice-crystals,  5M  to  62. :  ordinary 
crystals,  39°  to  40°  C,  5^.;  34°  to  35°  C.  52.  per  lb 
Crude,  50°,  Is.  42.  to  Is.  ^\d.  per  gal. ;  60°,  Is.  8±d.  ■  75°, 
Is-.  7§2.  per  ga1. 

The  exports  from  Germany  for  the  live  months,  ended  May 
amounted  to  ' 
1902  1901  1900 

Kilos.    ...     1,377,600       1,289,400  1,139,200 

Almonds— Bad  crop  reports  are  confirmed  at  Bari,  and 
also  in  the  mountain  districts  of  Sicily ;  the  coast  district  of 
Catania  is  not  quite  so  bad.  The  large  stocks  still  on  hand 
are  dwindling  slowly.  A  good  demand  is  reported  from 
Messina  owing  to  the  high  prices  for  October.  P.  &  G. 
sweet  is  quoted  92s.  62.  prompt:  September-October  96* 
per  cwt.  of  50J  kilos.,  f.o.b. 

Belladonna-leaves.— Fair  German  leaves  of  the  new 
crop  are  quoted  at  from  33s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according 
to  quality. 

Belladonna-root.— Quality  containing  a  good  percentage 
of  alkaloid  is  still  difficult  to  procure,  up  to  42s.  per  cwt 
c.i.f.,  being  asked  for  it. 

Camphor.— German  refiners  have  reduced  their  quotations 
\d.  per  lb.  for  ton  lots,  and  now  quote  Is.  \0\d.  "Smaller 
quantities  "  have,  however,  been  advanced  \d.  more  in  pro- 
portion, as  purchasers  are  evidently  not  disposed  to  buy  ton 
quantities. 

Cinchona. — At  the  London  auction  on  Tuesday  supplies 
were  on  a  considerably  smaller  scale  than  usual,  and  with  a 
slow  demand,  the  bulk  sold  at  a  reduction  of  about  10  per 
cent,  on  the  previous  auction,  the  average  unit  paid  beine 
l$d.  against  \\d.  *       .  s 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark 
purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  :— 

Agents  for  the  American  quinine  factories        ...  33  451 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  fac-  ' 

tories    30  450 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory   12'705 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons    io'l82 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories  9717 

Agents  for  the  Imperial  factory    ...  9  535 

Druggists,  &c  ■"  61'821 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn 


167,861 
21,200 


Total  quantity  offered  and  sold  189,061 
Thejollowing  table  shows  the  quantity  of  cinchona  offered  and 


sold : 


East  Indian  cinchona   

Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya  cin 
chona 

Ceylon  cinchona   


Packages  Packages 
offered.  sold. 
664  of  which  546 


291 
3 

958 


291 


837 


The  prices  paid  were  as  under  : — 

Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya  quill,  fair  bright  partly  silvery 
quill,  4J2.  to  6{d ;  and  broken  ditto,  3fr7.  to  52.  per  lb. 

East  Indian. — Ledgeriana  original  stem  chips,  If  2.  to  id. ; 
good,  5hl.  to  &id. ;  branch,  2J2.  to  5d. ;  and  root,  332.  to  6J2. 
Hybrid  stem  chips,  2j2 . ;  branch,  lfrd.;  and  root,  3i2.  to  42. 
Officinalis  chips,  small,  2|2.  to  2#2. ;  fair  stem,  Zfcd. ;  root,  3i2.  to 
4£2. ;  rich,  5(7.  to  b\d. ;  renewed,  4&2. ;  twigs,  1£2.  Succi'rubra 
chips,  If  <2. ;  fair  to  good  stem,  2|\2.  to  32. ;  root,  2^2. ;  ordinary 
quill,  2J2. ;  renewed,  l§d.  to  2\d. ;  branch  twigs,  l$d.  to  2^2.  ;  and 
dust,  1J2.  per  lb. 

Ceylox. — The  3  bales  offered  were  bought  iu. 
The  shipments  from  Java  during  the  first  half  of  August 
amounted  to  1,227,000  Amst.  lbs.  (1,350,000  Eng.  lbs.), 
against  590,000  Amst.  lbs.  last  year.  The  auctions  to  be 
held  at  Amsterdam  on  August  28  will  consist  of  8,594  bales 
and  356  cases,  weighing  784,142  kilos.,  and  containing 
39,370  kilos,  quinine  sulphate.  The  average  percentage  con- 
tained in  the  manufacturing  bark  is  5  44  per  cent.,  against 
537  per  cent,  for  the  July  auction,  and  an  average  of 
5  45  per  cent,  for  the  ten  auctions  held  in  1901.  At  the 
drug-auctions,  16  bales  of  bright  sound  flat  Calisaya  sold  at 
Is.  7d.  to  Is.  82.,  and  country -damaged  Is.  M.  to  Is.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Chamomiles. — Most  of  the  arrivals  which  are  now  taking- 
place  are  for  delivery  against  recent  orders.  First  picking's 
are  obtainable  at  about  57s.  62.  on  the  spot. 

Cocoa-butter.— The  auctions  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  September  2  will  consist  of  70  tons  Van  Houten's,  6  tons 
De  Jong,  3|  tons  Helm,  2  tons  Utrecht,  9  tons  Mignon,  and 
4  tons  foreign  brand,  while  on  the  same  date  in  London 
60  tons  Cadbury's  make  will  be  offered. 

Ergot. — Very  quiet.  For  new  sound  Eussian  or  Spanish 
of  the  new  crop  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  3\d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  is  quoted  ; 
spot  holders  ask  Is.  72.  In  the  drug-auctions  10  bags  of 
Russian  ergot,  mixed  with  wheat,  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb., 
subject  to  approval. 

Farina  is  quoted  9s.  4|2.  to  9s.  62.  per  cwt.,  duty  paid. 

Galls. — For  arrival  Chinese  are  firmer,  with  sellers  of 
plum  shape  at  60s.  per  cwt.,  and  56s.  for  usual  kind. 

Glycerin  is  in  fair  demand,  at  unchanged  rates.  Double- 
distilled,  sp.  gr.  T260.  in  tins  and  cases,  is  quoted  at  from 
67s.  to  70s.  per  cwt.  Crude  is  quiet,  at  from  337.  to  36 '.  per 
ton. 

The  exports  of  crude  glycerin  from  Barcelona  last  year  amounted 
to  831  tons  (27,4267.),  against  520  tons  (22,8847.)  in  1900. 

Gum  Arabic. — Good  sifted  olibanum-scented  Aden  has 
been  sold  at  33s.  per  cwt.,  and  middling  reddish  at  25s.  62. 
In  the  drug  auctions  2  bales  of  fair  Turkey  sorts  sold  'at 
50s.  per  cwt. 

Lemon-juice. — According  to  a  Messina  report,  a  dull 
market  is  reported  for  concentrated  juice,  with  sellers  for 
future  delivery  at  lower  prices  than  for  prompt :  147.  per 
pipe,  f.o.b..  is  quoted,  and  December-January  shipment 
13L  10s.  Citrate  of  lime  is  147.  12s.  62.  for  prompt,  and  147. 
for  December-January  shipment. 

Menthol.— Unchanged,  at  17s.  per  lb.,  spot,  for  Kobayashi 
crystals.  For  September-October  shipment  business  is  re- 
ported at  13s.  7±d.,  c.i.f..  being  dearer. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star.— More  activity  has  been  shown  this 
week,  and  sales  are  reported  to  have  been  made  at  4s  Zd  to 
4s.  21/-/.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  about  62.  per  cwt.  easier,  Hull  make  being 
quoted  at  247.  per  ton  for  firsts  for  November-December 
delivery,  and  237.  5s.  for  January- April  delivery;  seconds, 
ditto,  227.  5s..  ex  wharf,  London.  Belgian  is  now  257.  spot  for 
firsts,  and  247.  for  second  pressing.  Medicinal  French  is 
quoted  28/.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels,  and  317.  in  cases,  ex 
wharf,  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  Bergen  cod-liver  oil  market  is  very 
dull  and  unaltered,  the  quotation  being  nominal  at  135s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  best  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  556|  barrels,  against 
6,797|  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year.  In  auction  7  casks 
of  Newfoundland  oil  were  taken  out,  at  6s.  per  gal.  - 

Oil,  Lemongrass,  is  unchanged  at  52.  per  oz.  on  the  spot 
and  4^.,  c.i.f.,  for  arrival. 
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Oil,  Olive. — A  report  from  Messina,  dated  August  1, 
states  that  the  young  olive  fruit  began  falling  off  the  trees 
in  Sicily  and  many  districts  of  Calabria,  without  any 
distinct  cause.  The  only  district  still  promising  any  good 
result  is  Gioja  in  the  coast  districts,  where  last  year  the  trees 
did  not  produce.  Prices  have  advanced  31.  per  ton  within  a 
few  days,  and  subsequently  declined  slightly. 

Olibanum. — Good  drop  has  been  sold  at  43s.,  ordinary 
with  fine  garblings  23s.,  and  fair  Aden  sorts  at  32s.  per  cwt. 

Opium  is  in  good  demand  on  this  market,  and  prices  are 
again  firmer,  8s.  3d.  per  lb.,  spot,  having  been  paid  for  good 
Persian,  and  8s.  for  finest  Karahissar.  Soft-shipping  is  un- 
changed at  15s.  9d.  per  lb.  The  demand  this  week  has 
been  principally  for  export. 

Smyrna,  August  8. — Speculators,  encouraged  by  the  purchases 
of  last  week  for  America  at  full  values,  came  forward  early  this 
week  and  secured  some  56  cases,  foolishly  paying  the  higher  values 
which  our  holders  as  a  natural  consequence  asked  them  to  pay. 
With  the  exception  of  Youghourma  makers,  all  regular  buyers 
naturally  withdrew  from  the  market ;  therefore,  unless  consumers 
are  obliged  to  meet  our  sellers'  high  pretensions,  and  that  very 
soon,  w~e  cannot  but  expect  a  decline  again  to  old  prices.  The 
market  for  the  moment  is  fully  3(7.  per  lb.  higher  than  last  quota- 
tions, but  with  only  single-ease  buyers,  and  perhaps  a  speculator 
or  two,  but  not  for  quantity. 

Constantinople,  August  16. — The  market  had  been  steadily 
receding,  and  had  it  not  been  for  recent  purchases  in  Smyrna  by 
London  and  U.S.A.  buyers,  nothing  could  have  prevented  a 
decline  to  a  level  which  would  have  allowed  of  European  and  U.S. 
buyers  laying  in  stock  at  cheap  prices.  As  it  is,  native  speculators 
encouraged  by  exporters  purchasing,  at  once  commenced  buying 
at  rising  prices,  and  the  result  has  been  a  general  rise  everywhere. 
If  exporters  had  exercised  a  little  patience  this  would  not  have 
occurred.  Our  idea  is  that  if  weather  proves  favourable  during 
September  and  October  for  all  sowings  we  shall  see  prices  back 
to  the  level  of  a  fortnight  ago.  With  a  stock  of  9,000  to  10,000 
cases  in  Turkey,  a  short  period  of  calm  and  abstention  on  the  part 
of  exporters  would  soon  make  holders  nervous. 

Phenacetin. — Quiet  and  unchanged  at  from  4s.  8d.  to 
5s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  powder  and  crystals,  according  to  quantity. 

Quinine. —  The  unprecedented  heavy  shipments  of  bark 
from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month  (referred  to  under 
our  cinchona  paragraph)  has  caused  quite  a  consternation  in 
the  quinine  mai'ket,  and  various  rumours  have  been  circulated 
both  here  and  on  the  Continent  in  order  to  minimise  and 
discount  the  figures.  One  is  that  the  Bandong  quinine- 
factory  has  shut  down  and  that  they  have  shipped  all  their 
available  stock  of  bark  to  Europe,  another  is  that  the  Dutch 
Government  has  taken  over  the  factory ;  but  nobody  appears 
to  have  any  definite  news  on  the  subject,  and  as  a  rule  little 
faith  is  placed  in  such  statements.  Previous  to  the  announce- 
ment of  the  bark  shipments  B  &  S  and/or  Brunswick  quinine 
had  been  sold  at  10§«5.  per  oz.,  and  October  delivery  at  10^d., 
but  on  Monday  (after  the  declaration  of  the  shipments)  the 
second-hand  market  declined  to  9\d.,  at  which  price  a 
considerable  business,  estimated  at  between  30,000  oz.  and 
40.000  oz.,  was  done.  Tuesday  witnessed  a  slight  recovery, 
a  fair  spot  business  being  transacted  at  from  9*d.  to  9|a., 
and  December  at  lOd. ;  and  since  then  lOd.  has  been  paid  for 
spot  and  10^d.  for  January  delivery.  To-day  there  are  further 
buyers  at  10rZ.,  but  apparently  there  are  no  sellers.  An 
important  sale  of  bark  is  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  next  week, 
the  result  of  which  may  probably  have  a  weighty  influence 
on  the  immediate  course  of  the  market  and  the  maker's  price_ 

Rose-leaves. — French,  of  the  new  crop,  are  quoted  2;.  6d- 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  In  auction  a  bale  of  French,  of  the  new  crop> 
was  held  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Seeds. — Russian  Anise  is  offering  at  18s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Dutch  Caraways  are  firm  at  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Coriander  is 
quoted  10s.  per  cwt.  for  retail  lots  of  Morocco.  Cumin 
neglected ;  from  18s.  to  19s.  per  cwt.  is  asked  for  new  crop 
Morocco.  Canary  dearer,  and  a  good  business  passing,  40s. 
is  now  the  lowest  price  for  Turkish  on  the  spot.  Fenuijreeh 
slow  at  7s.  per  cwt.  Linseed  steady  at  55s.  to  60s.  per 
quarter  for  good  to  fine. 

Senega-root  is  now  at  a  famine-price,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  procure  trustworthy  quotations  either  here  or 
in  New  York,  where  nominally  64c.  is  quoted,  but  to-day  it 
is  cabled  that  there  are  now  no  sellers.  Business  appears  to 
have  been  done  since  our  last  report  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  net, 
on  the  spot,  and  one  holder  here  quoted  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  a  day 


or  two  ago,  but  this  quotation  has  since  been  withdrawn, 
and  3s.  is  spoken  of  for  a  bale  or  two.  We  understand  that 
a  cable  has  been  received  to-day  quoting  2s.  IQd.,  c  i  f  for  a 
lot  of  500  lbs.  only. 

Shellac. — The  heavy  shipments  from  Calcutta  this  month 
had  the  effect  of  lowering  the  values  of  "futures"  of  TN 
considerably  at  the  close  of  last  week,  and  a  good  business 
was  done  at  the  decline,  including  August  at  104s.,  October 
104s.  6d.,  December  104s.  6d.  Since  then  there  has  been  an 
advance  in  the  Calcutta  price  of  TN,  and  prices  have 
recovered  somewhat,  but  close  easier  again.  October  delivery 
has  sold  at  from  103s.  6:1.  to  104s.,  and  December  102s.  61.  to 
103s.  on  the  spot.  Ordinary  to  superior  TN  has  been  sold  at 
from  102s.  to  106s.,  and  in  the  better  grades  of  orange  a  fail- 
spot  business  has  been  done  at  115s.  to  126;.  A  C  Garnet  is 
steady  at  114s.  on  the  spot. 

Soda,  Bicarbonate,  is  quoted  11.  5s.  per  ton,  landed 
terms  ;  61.  10s.  to  61.  15s.  for  10-cwt.  casks,  and  6'.  15s.  to 
71.  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs,  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

Spices. — The  auctions  on  Wednesday  were  small,  and  of 
little  interest.  Unassorted  native  cut  Cochin  Ginger  sold  at 
56s.  per  cwt.,  small  cut  was  bought  in  at  53s.,  washed  rough 
at  44s.,  Calicut  brown  rough  at  45s.,  and  small  rough  at  42s. 
per  cwt.  A  few  barrels  of  Jamaica  sold  at  38s.  61.  per  cwt. 
for  middling  lean.  Japan  is  selling  steadily  at  34s.  for 
ordinary  rough,  and  at  35s.  for  good.  Bengal  is  quoted  42s. 
per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  quiet  but  steady ;  dark  quality 
was  bought  in  at  3§d.,  and  business  has  been  done  at  ZWL 
for  fair  on  the  spot  and  for  January-March  delivery.  Fair 
Penang  sold  at  6%d.  per  lb.  Pimento  is  steady  at  2,'^d.  per  lb. 
for  ordinary,  and  at  2i§'7.  for  fair.  Black  Pepper  is  dearer, 
Singapore  having  been  sold  at  5|^.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
Good  Singapore  white,  coriander  kind,  partly  sold  at  10\d. 
per  lb. ;  the  quotation  for  fair  is  9|i.,  and  for  Penang  8|^. 
to  8|cZ.,  according  to  quality.  The  usual  quarterly  Cinnamon 
sales  will  take  place  next  Monday. 

Sulphur. — A  Messina  report,  dated  August  1,  states  that 
the  exports  of  brimstone  from  July  1,  1901,  to  June  30,  1902. 
amounted  to  438,000  tons,  against  521,000  tons  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  being  a  decrease  of  83,000  tons.  Contrary  to 
expectation,  the  only  country  showing  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  consumption  was  the  U.S.A.,  who  increased  their 
importations  by  19,300  tons.  This  is  an  evident  proof  that 
the  dreaded  transformation  in  the  plants  of  the  American 
paper-mills  has  not  yet  taken  place.  The  reduction  in  ex- 
ports to  France  and  Italy  is  very  considerable — viz.,  72.000 
tons.  These  countries  use  sulphur  exclusively  for  the  treat- 
ment of  vines,  and  a  reaction  is  probable  on  cessation  of  the 
present  crisis.  Prices  are  still  kept  up  by  the  Anglo-Sicilian 
Company.  Many  people  abroad  think  that  the  company 
may  be  obliged  to  reduce  prices  owing  to  want  of  capital 
and  the  immense  stock  they  carry,  but  such  people  are  mis- 
taken, and  the  only  way  to  obtain  a  reduction  is  to  buy  a 
very  large  quantity — from  50,000  tons  upwards — when  2s.  or 
3s.  per  ton  would  be  saved.  Instead  of  uniting  for  such  a 
purpose,  speculators  are  selling  a  few  thousand  tons  "  short." 
When  the  steamers  are  chartered  probably  a  slight  momentary 
advance  may  occur.  "  Outside  "  lots  amount  to  only  a  few 
hundred  tons  daily,  and  are  bought  by  speculators.  Best 
unmixed  seconds  are  quoted  81s. ;  best  thirds,  74s. ;  and  re- 
fined block-sulphur,  85s.  per  ton  of  13  Sicilian  cantars,  f.o.b. 
Refined  roll-sulphur  is  quoted  95s.  9:1. ;  sublimed  flowers, 
99s. ;  and  current  ditto,  90s.  9d.  per  ton  of  20  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

.  Turmeric. — There  are  sellers  of  Cochin  finger  at  13s.  61. 
per  cwt.,  and  split  bulbs  at  9s.  6:1.  to  10s.  Madras  is  quiet, 
at  from  12s.  6d.  to  18s.,  according  to  quality. 

Vanilla.— The  exports  from  Tahiti  from  1899-1901  were 
as  follows : — 

1901  1900  1899 

Lbs.    ...    203,737  162,636  130,143 

£        ...     43,912  32,132  33,701 

Of  the  exports  last  year  the  United  States  received  28,914/., 
New  Zealand  6,879/.,  United  Kiugdom  3,829/.,  France  1.997/., 
and  Germany  2  293'. 

Wax,  Japanese. — On  the  spot  60s.  per  cwt.  is  now  asked ; 
for  continental  account  52>\  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  said  to  have 
been  paid  for  a  large  quantity. 
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London  Drug^  auctions. 

New  imports  only  were  offered  to-day,  and  a  meagre  show  they 
made.  The  tone  was  dull,  and  a  less  proportion  than  usual 
changed  hands.  Socotrine  aloes  was  neglected.  Sumatra  benzoin 
sold  at  steady,  unchanged  rates.  Cardamoms  were  very  irregular, 
but  dearer,  especially  fine.  Guaiacum-bloek  was  a  shade  easier. 
Jamaica  honey  sold  cheaply,  but  fine  quality  was  not  offered. 
Ipecacuanha  was  neglected,  as  is  usual  in  auction  ;  but  prices  are 
slowly  receding.  New  High-dried  rhubarb  sold  steadily.  Grey 
Jamaica  sold  at  unchanged  prices ;  and  Tinnevelly  senna,  of  new 
crop,  met  with  good  competition,  at  from  ^1.  to  |<7.,  and  in  some 
instances  Id.,  per  lb.  dearer  rates.  All  descriptions  of  beeswax 
were  easier  inclined.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of 
goods  offered  and  sold :  — 


Offered 
..    87  .. 
..     4  .. 


Ajowan-seed 
Albumen  ... 
Aloes— 

Socotrine    32 

Balsam  copaiba  ...  2 

Peru    10 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    48 

Sumatra   55 

Cannabis  indica  ...  20 

Cardamoms    231 

Cinchona    16 

Civet  (horns)    2 

Coca-leaves  (Ceylon)  7 

Cubebs    25 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ...  34 

Divi-divi    54 

Dragon's-blood   8 

Ergot   10 

Galangal    8 

Gamboge    4 

Guaiacum   5 

Gum  acacia    7 

Honey — 

Jamaica   195 

Mexican   13 

New  Zealand  ...  55 
Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   20 

Rio   43 

Rio  "  cult."    25 

Kino    10 

Kola    14 

Lime-juice   27 

Musk  (grain)    2 

Myrrh    4 

Oil- 
bay  (W.i.)   2 

cod-liver  (Newf.)  7 


Sold 
.  0 
.  0 

.  2 
.  1 
,  0 

,  0 
.  55 
0 

.  188 
,  16 
0 
0 
0 
0 
50 
0 

10 

0 
0 

5 
0 

128 
13 
0 

0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 


Offered  Sold 

Oil- 
eucalyptus    6  ...  0 

lime  (W.I.)    2  ...  2 

olive  (Ital.)    1  ...  0 

orange    12  ...  0 

peppermint    2   ..  0 

Orange-peel    4  ...  0 

Otto  of  rose    6  ...  6 

Puree    3  ...  0 

Rhubarb    23  ...  10 

Rose-petals  (Fr.)...  1  ...  0 

Safrol    2  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica   ...  51  ...  44 

native  Jam   4  ...  4 

Guatemala    6  ...  0 

Seedlac    39  ...  0 

Senna — ■ 

Tinnevelly   260  ...  260 

Sesame-seed   10  ...  0 

Soy    50  ...  50 

Storax  (liq.)    1  ...  0 

Strophanthus    17  ...  1 

Tamarinds  (Ant.)...  63  ...  5 

Turmeric    248  ...  100 

Wax  (bees') — 

Antigua   1  ...  0 

Australian   10  ...  0 

Benguela    9  ...  0 

Bombay   5  ...  0 

Calcutta  (white)  14  ...  0 

Dutch    9  ...  0 

Egyptian    3  ...  0 

Jamaica    46  ...  33 

Madagascar    600  ...  80 

Nyassaland    6  ...  0 

South  American  4  ...  0 

Spanish(bleached)  21  ...  0 

Zanzibar    262  ...  4 


Aloes  was  represented  by  Socotrine  description  only, 
72s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  wanted  for  the  usual  stiff  pasty  kind. 
Two  kegs  sold  without  reserve  at  65s.  per  cwt.,  one  keg 
being  fair  pasty  and  the  other  low  black. 

Balsam,  Copaiba. — A  case  of  filtered  Maranham  (B.P. 
1898)  was  taken  out  at  2s.  per  lb.,  and  a  case  of  thin  cloudy 
from  New  York  sold  at  Is.  Dtd. 

Balsam,  Peru.— For  a  direct  shipment  of  thin  quality 
from  Acajutla  6s.  per  lb.  was  the  limit. 

Benzoin.— Sumatra  was  rather  easier  again,  30  cases  of 
good  fair  almondy  seconds  selling  at  from  6.'.  5s.  to  6'  10s  per 
cwt.,  and  fair  ditto  at  from  61,  to  61.  2s.  6d.,  or  about  2s  6d 
,n  Tler  the  valuations-  Ordinary  false-packed  sold  at 
bl.  17s.  6:1.  per  cwt.  All  the  Palembang  offered  was  bought 
in.  ° 

Cardamoms  were  in  good  demand  at  very  erratic  prices ; 
fine  Mysore  quality,  which  is  very  scarce,  sold  at  an  advance 
of  about  bd.  per  lb.  on  the  previous  auction  prices,  while 
ether  grades  were  full  up  to  dearer  on  the  whole.  The 
following  prices  were  paid  :  Ceylon  Mysores— extra  bold  pale 
bright,  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  Id. ;  (extra  bold  splits,  3s.  2d. ;  good 
splits,  2s.  Id.  ;  small  and  medium  splits,  Is.  4d.  to  Is  10d  •) 
medium  to  bold  bright  pale,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  lid. ;  bold  pale 
2s  6d. ;  small  to  medium  good  pale,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  9d. ;  small 
pale,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  4d. ;  small  and  medium  long,  Is  M  • 
brown  and  lean  mixed,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  ;  dull  brown  and 
partly  split,  Is.  ;   splits  and  pickings,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d. 


Ceylon  Malabar — small  shelly  and  brown,  lid.  Decorticated 
seed,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.,  and  inferior,  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Civet  was  limited,  at  7s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  genuine  quality. 

Dm  Divi.— 8/.  per  ton  was  paid  for  50  bags  from  Ceylon. 

Dragon's-blood. — For  dull  and  slightly  damp  lump  a  bid 
of  8/.  10s.  was  refused,  91.  being  the  limit ;  and  for  2  cases 
of  very  seedy  and  dampish  lump  of  fair  colour  a  bid  of 
10/.  10s.  is  to  be  submitted  and  may  probably  be  accepted. 

Gambooe. — Good  pipe,  rather  small  and  broken  bat 
mostly  of  nice  bright  orange  fracture,  was  held  at  13.'.  10s. 
per  cwt.,  a  bid  of  13?.  being  refused. 

Guaiacum.— Good  glassy  block  sold  at  Is.  5d.  par  lb. 
being  Id.  cheaper  than  the  price  obtained  at  the  last  sale  for 
similar  quality. 

Honey. — Jamaica  showed  no  alteration,  and  only  a  poor 
selection  was  shown.  Fine  pale  liquid  in  barrels,  almost 
water-white,  brought  21s. ;  pale  thick  in  casks,  17s.,  subject. 
A  string  of  barrels  sold  at  16s.  6d.  for  pale  to  dark  amber 
liquid,  mixed.    Mexican,  dark  liquid  in  tins,  17s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — An  easier  feeling  was  evident  so  far  as  re- 
gards cultivated  Rio-root,  importers  of  which  seemed  anxious 
for  business.  After  a  little  hesitation  only  1  bale,  however, 
changed  hands  publicly,  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  fair  native 
picked.  Of  the  usual  description  of  Rio,  good  sound  root 
was  held  at  9.s.  ;  and  a  bale  of  badly  sea-damaged  sold  at 
6s.  6i.  per  lb.,  and  another  bale,  slightly  sea-damaged,  at 
7s.  2d.  per  lb.  Cartagena  was  difficult  to  quit,  and  3s.  9d. 
per  lb.  would  have  been  readily  accepted  for  fair  average 
quality,  and  a  bid  of  3s.  6d.  is  to  be  submitted  for  a  bag. 
During  the  preceding  fortnight  some  20  bales  of  cultivated 
Rio  are  said  to  have  been  sold  privately  at  about  8s.  10M. 
per  lb.  It  was  also  reported  that  8s.  10i.  has  been  paid  for 
a  few  bales  of  East  Indian  ipecacuanha. 

Kino. — For  good  black  grain  from  Tellicherry  9d,  per  lb. 
was  wanted. 

Oil,  Lime.— A  tin  of  West  Indian  distilled  sold  at  Is.  8  I 
per  lb. ;  and  a  tin  of  hand-pressed  at  4s. 

Rhubarb. — Only  flat  High-dried  description  was  offered, 
of  which  10  cases  of  fair  coat  and  mixed  sizes  were  sold  at 
9d.  per  lb.  for  three-quarters  pinky  fracture  and  one-quarter 
grey. 

Sarsaparilla. — Genuine  grey  Jamaica  sold  steadily  at 
from  Is.  3.1.  to  Is.  M,  for  good  sound  fibrous.  Slightly 
country-damaged  part  rough  sold  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
and  sea-damaged  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  For  a  small  parcel 
of  washed  Guatemala  a  bid  of  6%d.  was  refused,  the  buying- 
in  j>rice  being  9d.  Several  small  lots  of  native  Jamaica 
were  sold  at  firm  prices — namely,  from  9d.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  for 
red. 

Senna. — The  new  Tinnevelly  crop  still  leaves  much  to  be 
desired  as  regards  quality,  and  the  few  outstanding  bales  of 
good  bold  green  leaf  were  eagerly  competed  for,  4£cZ.  to  5M. 
per  lb.  being  paid  for  them.  Good  medium  greenish  leaf 
brought  3d.  to  3%d.,  fair  small  and  medium  2d.  to  2\d.,  and 
ordinary  yellowish  leaf  Id.  to  l\d.  Pods  were  unchanged, 
at  l\d.  for  good  and  Id.  for  fair.  So  strong  was  the  compe- 
tition to-day  that  prices  were  driven  up  quite  and  in 
some  instances  Id.  per  lb.  No  Alexandrian  leaf  was  offered. 
The  s.s.  Massilia,  from  Bombay,  has  arrived  with  237  bales 
Tinnevelly  leaf. 

Soy. — Fifty  cases  sold  "  without  reserve  "  at  Is.  3d.  per 
gal.,  duty  paid. 

Strophanthus. — Very  brown  and  weevily  sea-damaged 
Kombe  sold  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Tamarinds. — Two  of  the  parcels  were  not  ready  for  the 
sale.  Five  barrels  of  Antigua  sold  at  40s.  per  cwt.,  free  of 
duty. 

Wax,  Bees'. — There  was  an  all-round  easier  feeling  in 
beeswax  owing  to  the  liberal  offerings.  Jamaica  was  2s.  6(1. 
lower,  good  bright  red  and  brown  mixed  selling  at 
11. 17s.  6d.,  and  fair,  mostly  brown  colour,  at  from  11.  15s.  to 
11.  10s.  Madagascar,  good  pale  yellow  to  brown  block, 
brought  6?.  15s. ;  fair,  part  dark,  6?."  10s.  to  6/.  12s.  6d. ;  very 
dark  and  wormy,  6/.  5s.  to  61.  Is.  6d,  per  cwt.  Good  pale 
Zanzibar  was  held  at  11.  to  61.  15s.,  and  fair  brought  6/.  10s. 
For  slightly  drossy  Benguela  wax  61,  Is.  6d.  was  refused, 
6/.  10s.  being  wanted. 


374 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  23,  1902 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  little  of  change  or  of  special  importance  to  be  recorded 
as  regards  the  tone  of  the  heavy- chemical  market,  conditions  at 
all  the  main  centres  continuing,  both  with  respect  to  all-round 
demand  and  values  ruling,  as  recently  mentioned.  There  is,  how- 
ever, perhaps  a  slightly  better  inquiry  apparent  for  export. 

Alkali-produce. — Caustic  soda  and  ammonia  alkali  continue 
to  move  off  well,  and  hold  a  firm  tone  at  unchanged  rates. 
Bleaching  powder  steady,  but  scarcely  in  such  brisk  request. 
Soda-crystals  and  bicarbonates  maintain  a  firm  tone.  Chlorates 
and  saltcake  very  quiet. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  somewhat  contrary  to  expectations, 
has  taken  a  steady  tone,  and  values  at  all  ports  are  a  shade  higher 
— about  Is.  3(7.  to  2s.  6(7.  per  ton. 

Linseed  and  Cotton-seed  Cakes  are  in  heavier  demand,  and 
for  the  time  of  the  year  are  moving  particularly  well.  Values 
have  taken  a  firmer  tone  again,  and  are  higher.  Linseed  cakes, 
95  per  cent,  pure,  77.  10s.  to  77.  15s.  per  ton.  Oilcakes,  67.  10s.  to 
67.  15s.  per  ton.  Cotton  cakes,  47.  15s.  to  57.  per  ton  for  firsts,  and 
47.  10s.  to  47. 15s.  per  ton  for  seconds. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  show  no  improvement 
either  in  value  or  demand.  Potash,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries, 
3(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow.  For  export,  figure  is  per 
lb.  lower,  but  net.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  2j(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.,  Glasgow.  For  export, 
2r7.  per  lb.,  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Zinc-salts  have  scarcely  continued  to  move  off  so  briskly,  and 
higher  figures  last  mentioned  have  therefore  not  been  maintained. 
Zinc-sulphate  crystals,  67.  to  67.  5s.  per  ton;  zinc-chloride  solution, 
100°  Tw.,  57.  15s.  to  67.  per  ton. 

Liverpool  Drug= market. 

Liverpool,  Avgust  20. 

Castor  Oil. — The  market  continues  in  a  stagnant  condition, 
2^(7.  per  lb.  being  still  asked  for  good  seconds  Calcutta  in 
store,  while  from  the  quay  this  price  might  be  slightly  shaded ; 
2^(7.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  first-pressure  French,  and  2^(7.  to  2-ji(7. 
for  second  pressure,  but  the  volume  of  business  is  small. 

Honey. — Two  hundred  kegs  Pile  2  Chilian  are  reported  sold,  at 
15s.  9(7.  per  cwt.  There  has  been  a  further  arrival  of  700  kegs 
during  the  week. 

Canary-seed  — For  bright  clean  Morocco  seed,  of  new  crop,  45s. 
per  qr.  is  being  paid,  considerable  sales  having  been  made  at 
42s.  6(7.    For  good  bright  Turkish  45s.  is  also  asked. 

Beeswax. — Although  the  movement  in  Chilian  is  very  limited, 
a  full  range  of  values  is  being  maintained,  87.  2s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  being 
asked  for  good  pale. 

Quill aia-b ark.— Further  sales  of  from  2  to  5 "ton  lots  are 
reported,  at  137.  per  ton.    Some  holders  are  asking  137.  2s.  6(7. 

Gum  Acacia  continues  to  move  off,  and  an  advance  of  quite 
2s.  6(7  to  5s.  per  cwt.  has  been  established  from  the  bottom  figure. 
The  stock  of  soft  sorts  Soudan  is  being  steadily  reduced. 

Arsenic. — Powdered  white  is  easier,  at  127.  5s.  to  127.  10s. 
per  ton. 

Cochin  Ginger. — At  auction  85  bags  new  crop  were  offered,  and 
sold  for  42s.  per  cwt. 

Quassia-wood. — A  parcel  of  15  tons  offered  at  auction.  The 
holder's  idea  of  value  was  57.  15s.  per  ton,  but  part  of  the  parcel 
was  sold  at  slightly  less  money. 

Scammony-boot.  —  Eighteen  bales,  just  landed,  at  auction 
realised  27s.  6(7.,  and  31  bales,  also  just  landed,  27s.  per  cwt. 

African  Ginger  is  firmly  held,  at  45s.  per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss. — Common,  of  the  new  crop,  is  held  for  77.  to  77,  10s. 
per  ton. 

Gambier  (Cubes)  are  entirely  wanting,  and  the  value  is 
nominally  39s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  August  19. 

Our  drug-market  shows  a  little  more  business,  and  some  slight 
improvements. 

Aloes. — Cape  is  very  scarce  and  dear,  90m.  per  100  kilos,  being 
asked  ;  Curacao  is  quoted  42m.  per  100  kilos. 
Balsam  Peru  is  quiet  at  10^m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  quiet ;  second-hands  quote  410m.  to  415m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Condurango-bark  continues  dull,  at  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  is  firm,  at  525m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  dull ;  Spanish,  for  spot  delivery,  is  quoted  310m.,  and 
Russian,  for  forward  delivery,  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  quiet ;  business  has  been  done  at  13m.  to 
12im.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  quiet ;  Rio  is  quoted  19im.  per  kilo.,  and 
Cartagena  9^m.  per  kilo. 

Kola  shows  a  firm  market,  at  45m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol,  for  spot  delivery,  is  very  firm  and  scarce,  at  34m.  to 
35m.  per  kilo. 


Myrrh  is  scarce;  fair  natural  quality,  to  arrive,  is  quoted  145m- 
per  100  kilos. 

American  Drug = market. 

Nerv  York,  August  12. 

Business  is  seasonably  quiet,  and  transactions  are  mainly  con- 
fined to  supplying  actual  needs. 

Balsam,  Canada  Fir,  has  declined  to  $3.20  per  lb. 

Gentian-root  has  sold  up  to  4Jc.  and  a  firmer  feeling  is  evi- 
dent ;  Ahc.  is  asked  in  some  quarters. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis)  is  in  demand,  but  sales  are  small 
as  dealers  are  not  anxious  to  pay  the  prices  asked.  The  ruling 
quotation  is  52c.  to  55c.  per  lb.  for  prime  goods. 

Menthol  is  very  firmly  held  at  $4.75,  with  §5  asked  by  some 
dealers. 

Opium  is  more  active,  and  there  is  a  speculative  movement 
in  progress.  Supplies  are  obtainable  on  the  spot  at  $2.70,  and 
this  figure  can  be  shaded. 

Peppermint  Oil. — HGH  has'been  selling  at  $2.25.  For  bulk 
goods  $2.05  to  $2.15  is  asked. 

Quinine  is  slow  of  sale  notwithstanding  the  present  low  prices. 
Demand  is  not  large.  German  is  obtainable  from  second-hands  at 
22c,  and  Java  at  21c.  per  oz. 

Sarsaparilla  (Mexican)  is  easier,  and  7|c.  per  lb.  will  now 
buy. 

Senega  continues  to  advance,  and  55c.  is  now  the  lowest  figure. 
Most  holders  ask  56c.  to  57c.  It  seems  certain  that,  notwithstand  - 
ing  the  present  high  prices,  the  crop  will  be  a  smill  one. 

London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public- 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  July,  1902,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
July  31. 


July 

Stocks 

1902 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1902 

1901 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

141 

240 

1,631 

2,724 

1,344 

1,130 

366 

904 

1,050 

Aniseed,  star  ....  cs 

7 

34 

35 

41 

4,929 

502 

13,580 

8,691 

14,727 

8.866 
683 

„   '    bxs  &  tins 

102 

18 

883 

719 

811 

"  Balsams  "  cks,  &c. 

84 

134 

643 

394 

650 

624 

63 

96 

1,468 

1,044 

265 

610 

Cardamoms  . .  es,  &c. 

459 

492 

2,242 

2,353 

3,756 

3,459 

Cinchona  ....  pkgs. 

2,609 

2.017 

10,678 

10,290 

14,001 

13,621 

56 

802 

1,402 

267 

561 

Cubebs    „ 

25 

64 

1,208 

1,638 

72 

249 

Dragon's- blood   ..  cs 

4 

17 

79 

73 

102 

81 

346 

1,385 

6,772 

8,693 

2,403 

3,827 

Gams — 

Ammoniacum  pkgs 

2 

5S 

102 

30 

Animi  &  copal  „ 

6,330 

5,507 

20,173 

19,467 

27,882 

30,171 

Arabic  , 

1,360 

2,708 

12,708 

15,662 

11,154 

15,432 

Asafetida  ....  „ 

184 

738 

42 

1,237 

1,266 

Benzoin    ....  „ 

252 

219 

1,324 

1.395 

2,326 

1.758 

334 

285 

2,916 

3,672 

9 

1,987 

2,355 

Galbanuni    . .  „ 

Gamboge  ....  ,, 

9 

5 

64 

153 

79 

111 

Guaiacuni ....  „ 

41 

36 

19 

22 

91 

274 

907 

1,540 

1,160 

1,711 

10 

4 

186 

116 

124 

54 

Mastich    „ 

2 

17 

1 

27 

16 

Myrrh,  E.I.  . .  „ 

15 

149 

165 

348 

195 

Olibamim ....  „ 

-  275 

573 

3,544 

3,523 
878 

5,547 

2,953 

Sandarac  ....  „ 

196 

121 

1,869 

1,911 

635 

Tragacanth  . .  „ 

887 

1,196 

3,841 

5.564 

7,792 

8,244 

Ipecacuanha,  Rio  bis 

43 

42 

525 

423 

254 

299 

„  other  kinds  pkgs 

45 

4 

591 

294 

419 

224 

1 

126 

171 

32 

55 

Nnx  vomica  . .  pkgs 

257 

20 

401 

219 

707 

317 

Oils— 

*  Aniseed,  star  . .  cs 

90 

53 

829 

170 

390 

240 

95 

55 

363 

153 

185 

176 

238 

187 

749 

591 

1,986 

1,866 

Cocoa-nut ....  tons 

87 

72 

182 

197 

704 

621 

Olive  cks,  &c. 

201 

282 

1,^42 

1,446 

2,290 

1,684 

6 

3 

3 

6 

17 

30 

2,625 

9,532 

231,730 

228,336 

37,410 

27,992 

85 

64 

302 

532 

373 

564 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

48 

.  90 

155 

214 

670 

691 

242 

292 

1,422 

1,445 

1,818 

2,888 

4,847 

4,936 

31,484 

39,673 

31,889 

29,491 

124 

33 

514 

432 

368 

273 

Wax,  bees  ....  pkgs 

649 

513 

1,237 

1,650 

2,655 

3,153 

„   Japan  . .  cs,  ifec. 

26 

56 

242 

.  365 

397 

440 

*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 
this  return. 

f  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves  ;  also  the 
Docks.  • 


